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NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 Market figures
6 New Zealand

Polynesian
11 United Nations Day

mo.
14 “The Tempest” role
15 Bitter
16 Grievous distress
17 Provide missing

details
20 NASA’s ISS partner
21 Spread for canapes
22 Slalom switchbacks
23 Shut back up again
25 Other
27 Elliptical racetrack
28 Cape Tainaron
32 State a belief
35 Intention
36 United
37 Status updates
42 Pull along behind
43 Chinese cooking

pan
44 Assesses
45 Moved en masse
48 Assist a lawbreaker
50 Lifeboat propellers
51 Lousy living

quarters
55 Flight between

stories
58 Parcel of land
59 Scarlet or crimson
60 In charge
64 Big galoot

65 Seacoast
66 Touch of color
67 Cowboy’s handle

68 Tabernacle table
69 Small cylinder

DOWN
1 Less of a risk
2 Face the day
3 Pale purple
4 Sushi bar offering
5 Uncommon type of

sweater
6 Hasbro competition
7 Muscular stiffness
8 Mineral deposit
9 Kid

10 Superlatively
inactive

11 Possesses the title
to

12 Clean coal
13 “__ of the

d’Urbervilles”
18 Shuttle org.
19 Out of port?
24 Protracted
25 Bahrain ruler
26 Feeble, excusewise

29 Left at sea
30 Pot feeder
31 Capone’s nemesis
32 Makes a choice
33 Bow on a liner
34 Farm Belt state
35 Put forth a question
38 Water vessel
39 Makes a new lawn
40 Advance tryouts
41 Swear words?
46 Make muddy
47 Tomei of “My

Cousin Vinny”
48 Bowman
49 Exposed
52 Maine town
53 Stop gripping
54 Infamous ’50s flop
55 Beat it, Fluffy!
56 Cassette reel
57 Author Haley
58 Gillette razor
61 Org. of Flames
62 Obtained
63 Groovy
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

Cy gets his wish

When is ‘zoning out’ something more?
Dear Dr. Roach: At age 69,

I still “zone out” briefly, losing
time and location. In grade
school I was always told that I
daydreamed too much, and at
one point was deemed “rath-
er slow” on my report card.
There are too many examples
to note, but I’m wondering if
I am a victim of absence sei-
zures. Should I speak with my
PCP about this? Is it danger-
ous? Should I just cope with
it? — J.S.

It is possible for children
with partial complex seizures
(there are several types of sei-
zures that can cause staring
spells, not just child absence
epilepsy) to be misdiagnosed
with inattention, but to get
the diagnosis at age 69 is out-
side of my experience — 90
percent of children diagnosed
with CAE are seizure-free 15
years after diagnosis, so you
would be a remarkable case
for several reasons.

“Zoning out” does not

require a pathologic diagno-
sis. There may be no abnor-
malities in your brain at all.
Still, people with epilepsy
range across all levels of func-
tion, from very low to very
high. I would recommend that
you talk to your primary doc-
tor about it. He or she might
recommend an evaluation
with a neurologist.

Dear Dr. Roach: I was
recently diagnosed with gas-
troparesis. I am concerned
that gastroparesis might
affect the absorption of medi-
cines. I take Nexium, but I
want to know whether there
is anything I can do to prevent
the condition from worsening.
— J.M.

Gastroparesis is a condi-
tion where the stomach does
not contract normally, slowing

down absorption of food and
usually causing symptoms of
bloating and distention, and
often nausea, vomiting and
pain in the stomach area.

Most commonly, the cause
of gastroparesis are unknown,
but causes can include diabe-
tes, viral infections, medica-
tion and surgery. Some neu-
rologic diseases, such as mul-
tiple sclerosis, also can cause
gastroparesis. It stems from
an inadequate nerve supply
to and in the stomach, rather
than a mechanical problem.
Some of these are irrevers-
ible, but most of the idio-
pathic and post-viral cases
will improve by themselves,
although it may take months.
Dietary treatment, including
eating multiple smaller meals
and avoiding insoluble fiber
and excess fat helps. Avoiding
alcohol and nicotine does as
well.

Absorption of food and
medication happens largely
in the small intestine, so med-

ication absorption usually is
complete, although it may be
delayed.

Medication treatment is
limited by the side effects of
the available medications.
Metoclopramide is effec-
tive, but can cause a severe
movement disorder, tardive
dyskinesia, so it is recom-
mended for only 12 weeks.
Erythromycin, an antibiotic
that causes many people stom-
ach upset and diarrhea, is use-
ful because those side effects
are caused by an increase in
stomach and intestinal move-
ment, which is exactly the
goal in people with gastropa-
resis. It, too, is recommended
only for short-term use (four
weeks), as the body tends to
become accustomed to the
medication and its effective-
ness wanes. The most effec-
tive drug, cisapride, can cause
a potentially fatal arrhythmia,
so it can be used only through
a special program through the
manufacturer.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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