
Answer below

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 Mythical strongman
6 Cap on a cane

10 Goes bad
14 Computer mishap
15 Furnish, for a time
16 Roberts or Stoltz
17 Start of a quote by

Vinoba Bhave
19 School founded by

Arp
20 Japanese capital
21 Improvise on the

piano
22 Shankar’s

instrument
23 Entreats
24 Part 2 of quote
26 Soldier’s awards
29 Total confusion
30 U.A.E. populace
31 Unconditional
35 Tasting of Chablis?
36 Part 3 of quote
37 Executive nay
38 Comforted again
40 Beauty’s beau
41 King or Ross
42 Seinfeld and Falwell
43 Part 4 of quote
46 Old-time singer

Vallee
47 Exudes slowly
48 Splash in the

shallows
49 Arthur of “The

Golden Girls”
52 Sorvino of “Mighty

Aphrodite”
53 End of quote

56 Land chart
57 Noble title
58 Take out lines?

59 Muddle
60 Collective pronoun
61 Painter of ballerinas

DOWN
1 Sore
2 Trap in an oak
3 Grassy plot
4 Fire remnant
5 Digging tools
6 Substandard urban

housing
7 Support
8 Bill in the till
9 Begley and Begley

10 Finding again
11 Deliver a rousing

sermon
12 Kind of wave
13 Wraparound

warmer
18 Cartoon tiger
22 Dirty air
23 Plant with tiny

flowers
24 Despised
25 Folk singer Burl
26 Bryn __ College

27 View from
Cleveland

28 Andrews or
Carvey

29 “Rock around the
Clock” singer

31 Blaspheme
32 Back
33 Minute
34 Small beds
36 Naomi’s daughter-

in-law
39 Sound stages
40 Covered with

droplets
42 Actor Law
43 Pizzazz
44 Shazam!
45 Pound and Stone
46 Come from behind
48 Sported
49 Flatter oneself
50 Actress Lanchester
51 Summer coolers
53 Sopping
54 Triumphant

exclamation
55 Raw mineral
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

Partnership defense

Seborrheic dermatitis a common issue
Dear Dr. Roach: I would

appreciate any advice on deal-
ing with seborrheic derma-
titis. I have scratched areas
until I bleed. I was told to
use Selsun Blue shampoo and
hydrocortisone cream, which
help. Is this caused by seba-
ceous glands in skin? — S.L.

Seborrheic dermatitis is
a very common problem, but
what causes it is incompletely
understood. The most current
theory is that it is due to a
reaction to a fungus on the
skin, Malassezia, which colo-
nizes the skin in people with
seborrheic dermatitis. The
fungi grow in areas with lots
of sebaceous glands, which
secrete oils to moisturize the
skin. The most common loca-
tions are on the face. It can
appear on the trunk, where
it can be confused with other
skin conditions. Most people
come to the doctor because
of the appearance; itching is
fairly common. A skilled clini-

cian, such as a dermatologist,
usually can make the diagno-
sis just by looking at it, but
a skin biopsy is occasionally
necessary.

Because your body seems
to be reacting to the yeast, you
were prescribed Selsun Blue,
which contains selenium. It
reduces the body’s inflamma-
tory response. Steroids, the
most gentle of which is hydro-
cortisone, also reduce inflam-
mation on the skin. Tar sham-
poos (such as T-gel) also have
anti-inflammatory properties
and are more effective in some
people. Sometimes, physicians
recommend treatment with an
antifungal shampoo to reduce
the amount of yeast.

Since it seems you have had
only partial response to the
steroid and selenium, it might
be worth a trial of tar sham-
poo or antifungal shampoo.

These are sold over the coun-
ter, but prescription strengths
are available. Ketoconazole gel
or cream may be prescribed
for use on your face.

Dear Dr. Roach: I am a 78-
year-old retired airline pilot
recently diagnosed with mid-
stage ALS. I’m exhibiting all
the classic symptoms. There
are no treatment options other
than Rilutek, which gives only
an additional six months at
most, with some serious side
effects.

I have been reading about
a very promising drug called
GM 604. Can you possibly
expand on this drug? They
claim it has arrested progres-
sion in 7 out of 8 trial subjects.
I know it’s a rare disease, but
the outcome is fatal except in
a few isolated cases — Stephen
Hawking, for one. The com-
pany claims “compassionate
dispersal,” I would imagine to
get around the Food and Drug
Administration. — J.P.

I did read through the
results of the GM 604 trials,
and although the evidence is
preliminary, the drug appears
to be safe. The study results
and case reports show sig-
nificant improvement. The
results are far from definitive,
however.

Given that there are no
other good options (Rilutek
is quite limited, as you say),
I certainly would recommend
you try the drug, either as
part of a study or through the
drug company if it becomes
available for compassionate
use. Unfortunately, I can’t find
a way at the current time for
people with ALS in the U.S. to
get the medication.

The FDA needs to balance
risks and benefits of every
potential new medication, but
since ALS is uniformly fatal,
usually quickly (Dr. Hawking
has a rare, slowly progressing
form), I urge evaluation as
rapidly as possible to hope-
fully get this drug available.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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