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Orono startup gets help from Silicon Valley

BY DARREN FISHELL
BDN STAFF

PORTLAND — An Orono-based
firm using nanotechnology to
make ceramic filters has gained a
spot in a 12-week Silicon Valley
program that the company’s
founder hopes will allow it to get a
foot in the door with investors and
potential clients around the world.

Cerahelix said in a news release
that it will take part in a program
to help early-stage businesses get
off the ground at Plug and Play
Ventures in Sunnyvale, California.

Susan MacKay, the Maine com-

pany’s founder and CEO, said in a
news release that admission to the
program comes at an opportune
time, as the company is seeking
out other companies to pilot its
ceramic filters.

It claims the product can filter
water three times faster and re-
move particles 10 times smaller
than competing ceramic filters,
with applications in a range of in-
dustries where it claims it can
help reduce waste in the manufac-
turing process. It has a patent on
its technology for using DNA to
create its ceramic filters.

“It seems like a long way to go

from Maine to California, but it is
worth the trip because Plug and
Play brings people from all over
the world into their tech center,”
MacKay said in a news release.

She said the program will help
make connections with potential
participants for its pilot program
and set up meetings with potential
investors, too. Plug and Play itself
invests in more than 100 business-
es a year, according to the state-
ment from Cerahelix.

The 5-year-old Orono startup
was selected from more than 100
companies nominated by the pro-
gram’s corporate partners. From

there, 20 are selected to pitch their
concepts, and a smaller group is
selected to come back for the 12-
week program.

For Cerahelix, based in Orono’s
business incubator called the Tar-
get Technology Center, MacKay
said the program will give it an
immediate reach beyond the East
Coast as it works to bring its prod-
uct to market.

“This gives us a chance to reach
beyond the East Coast — their net-
work is global,” MacKay said.

Cerahelix will take part in the
business accelerator program
from July 28 through Oct. 26.

Feds ask companies to provide ‘robocall’ blocking

BY DAVID SHEPARDSON
REUTERS

WASHINGTON — The chair-
man of the Federal Communica-
tions Commission on Friday
pressed major U.S. phone compa-
nies to take immediate steps to
make technology that blocks un-
wanted automated calls available
to consumers at no charge.

FCC Chairman Tom Wheeler,
in letters to CEOs of major phone
companies, said so-called robo-
calls, automated pre-recorded
telephone calls often from tele-
marketers or scam artists, con-
tinue “due in large part to indus-
try inaction.”

Wheeler’s letters went to chief
executives of companies including
Verizon Communications Inc.,
AT&T Inc., Sprint Corp., US Cel-
lular Corp., Level 3 Communica-
tions Inc., Frontier Communica-
tions Corp., Bandwidth.com Inc.,
and T-Mobile US.

Wheeler said in a blog post on

Friday that he wants answers
from the companies “within 30
days with their concrete, action-
able solutions to address these is-
sues.”

The letters, reviewed by Re-
uters, noted that the FCC does not
require phone providers to offer
robocall blocking and filtering but
the FCC has “strongly encouraged
providers to offer these services”
at no charge to consumers.

Tom Power, general counsel at
CTIA, the wireless trade associa-
tion, said on Friday that “unwant-
ed calls and texts are a consumer
issue the wireless industry works
hard to address and we look for-
ward to working with the FCC to
help address this challenge to-
gether.”

The FCC gets hundreds of thou-
sands of complaints annually
about robocalls and unwanted text
messages.

Wheeler’s letters also said pro-
viders can do more to ensure that
incoming calls are not “spoofed,”

when callers falsify the informa-
tion transmitted to caller-ID dis-
plays to disguise their identity.

Scam artists often try to appear
to call from a bank or a govern-
ment phone to trick consumers
into disclosing confidential finan-
cial or account information. Other
scams pitch phony vacation or
mortgage offers.

In the letters, the FCC said the
phone industry should create a
“Do Not Originate” list that
would allow government agen-
cies, banks and healthcare pro-
viders, among others, to register
their phone numbers and would
allow providers to block calls
from outside the United States.
Many phone scams based over-
seas target Americans.

The FCC said last year it
agreed that phone companies
should not block calls without
customers permission. Wheeler
noted that providers “have sug-
gested that blocking should wait
until new Caller ID authentica-

REUTERS FILE
Federal Communications
Commission Chairman Tom
Wheeler speaks at the FCC Net
Neutrality hearing in Washington
D.C.,in 2015.

tion standards are in place, but
that is not a valid excuse for
delay.”

The FCC has brought 13 enforce-
ment actions to combat robocalls
since 2013. In 2015, the FCC fined a
Florida company nearly $3 mil-
lion for illegal calls promoting
travel deals.

Maine

jobless rate
tickedup in
June to 3.7%

BY DARREN FISHELL
BDN STAFF

PORTLAND — Maine’s jobless
rate rose slightly in June, to 3.7
percent, as the estimate of people
working or in the market for a job
rose for the fourth straight month.

The latest estimate of Maine’s
unemployment rate is down from
4.4 percent one year ago and marks
a continuing turnaround of esti-
mates that since the fall of 2013
showed Maine’s total employment
and workforce as dwindling.

Maine’s jobless rate was below
the regional average of 4.4 per-
cent, coming in lower than Mas-
sachusetts (4.2 percent), Rhode Is-
land (5.5 percent) and Connecticut
(5.8 percent). The rate was higher
than New Hampshire (2.8 percent)
and Vermont (3.2 percent) for
June.

The national unemployment
rate dropped rose to 4.9 percent in
June, up from 4.7 percent in May
and down from 5.3 percent one
year ago.

A separate survey of employer
payrolls estimated that Maine had
4,000 more jobs than one year ago,
up to 615,100 in June. Private sec-
tor jobs made up all of those gains,
with an estimated 6,000 more posi-
tions compared with one year ago.

Government payroll jobs
were down by about 2,000 posi-
tions, to 97,800, which the Maine
Department of Labor’s Center
for Workforce Research and In-
formation reported is the lowest
level since 2000.
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Wall St. rises,
racks up 4th
week of gains

BY LEWIS KRAUSKOPF
REUTERS

Wall Street rose on Friday,
clinching the fourth straight posi-
tive week for the stock market,
boosted by strength in telecom
stalwarts AT&T and Verizon.

A U.S. manufacturing report
also came in above expectations,
building on upbeat data from ear-
lier in the month.

Gains were limited by weakness
in reports from industrial compa-
nies including General Electric.

The S&P and Dow have broken
to all-time records in the past two
weeks for the first time in more
than a year amid a better-than-
feared corporate earnings season.
The S&P closed at another record
high on Friday.

“Below it all is just an ongoing
trend of better economic reports,”
said Jim Paulsen, chief investment
strategist at Wells Capital Manage-
ment in Minneapolis. “Some of
those are earnings reports, but they
all line up to the same thing: It
looks like growth is quickening.”

The Dow Jones industrial aver-
age rose 53.62 points, or 0.29 per-
cent, to 18,570.85, the S&P 500
gained 9.86 points, or 0.46 percent,
to 2,175.03 and the Nasdaq Com-
posite added 26.26 points, or 0.52
percent, to 5,100.16.

The S&P 500 is up more than 6
percent in 2016, shaking off a rough
start to the year and global instabil-
ity, including Britain’s recent vote
to leave the European Union.

“We’re well past the Brexit fall-
out and the subsequent rebound,”
said Peter Kenny, senior market
strategist at Global Markets Advi-
sory Group in Berkeley Heights,
New Jersey. “We're seeing oil is
fairly well-contained and range-
bound. So those two variables are
off the table, and they have played
a big part in triggering volatili-
ty.”

All 10 sectors ended higher on
Friday, led by utilities and tele-
coms — defensive, high-dividend-
paying groups that have lifted the
market this year.

AT&T climbed 1.4 percent after
its results. Verizon rose 1.3 per-
cent. The company is the front-
runner for Yahoo’s core business,
Reuters reported. Yahoo closed up
1.4 percent.

GE shares slid 1.6 percent. The
U.S. industrial conglomerate re-
ported weak demand for new oil,
gas and transportation equipment.

Still, second-quarter earnings
for S&P 500 companies, which
started reporting in earnest this
week, are now expected to decline
by only 3 percent, less severe than
the 4.5 percent drop estimated at
the start of the month, according
to Thomson Reuters I/B/E/S.



