
Answer below

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 Somewhat wet
5 Pointed ends

10 Length of a visit
14 Fancy little purse
15 Funny Jack of

Hollywood
16 Prevailing trend
17 Misdemeanor
19 Eve’s grandson
20 British military

spectacle
21 Backed into a

corner
23 “__ Pinafore”
24 Precious metal
27 People
30 Composer’s option
32 Straw drawn
33 Drink heavily
36 Gusto
37 Sty denizens
39 Kitchen kiln
40 Crapshooter
42 $ in the bank
43 Taiwan Strait island
45 Bulrush
46 “Cheers” actor

Roger
47 Yale grad
48 Peanut gallery
51 Corinth and

Panama, e.g.
53 Gobi Desert site
54 Rope-a-dope

pugilist
57 Banquet
59 Biographer Strachey
61 Vientiane’s land

63 Capital on the
Arkansas River

66 Artistic work

67 Comic Kovacs
68 Sommer of filmdom
69 “Final Analysis” star
70 Mothered too much
71 Child’s coaster

DOWN
1 Profundity
2 George Peppard

series, with “The”
3 Stray dogs
4 Brad of “Seven”
5 Wrapped
6 Former Mid-East

nat.
7 Enjoy Chamonix
8 High-grade cotton
9 Get hot under the

collar
10 Water vapor
11 Edward Albee play
12 Commotion
13 Thumbs up
18 Hindu mystic
22 Purchases
25 Nabokov title

character

26 Stoker’s count
28 Immediate occasion
29 Editorial directives
30 YMCA part
31 Tolls
33 “My Cousin Vinny”

co-star
34 Cricket pitches
35 Individual cake
38 Watchful
41 Topped up
44 West Point sch.
49 Deceived
50 “Big Mouth” Martha
52 Wiesbaden’s state
54 Eniwetok or Bikini,

e.g.
55 Empirical

philosopher
56 Signed, Hollywood-

style
58 Beginner: var.
60 Very in Verdun
61 Cabin component
62 Imitate
64 Explosive letters
65 Draw’
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

The best policy

Cataract surgery can be complicated
Dear Dr. Roach: I went to

the ophthalmologist to have
my eyes evaluated. After a
series of tests, he told me that
I have a cataract and normal
eye pressure, but I also have a
rare inherited disease called
pseudoexfoliation. He said it
will cause many complica-
tions if I have cataract sur-
gery, and then he walked out
before I could ask him what
the disease involves. I went
home and looked it up on the
web. I frightened myself with
what I read. I wish you could
explain what it is. — E.H.

Pseudoexfoliation syn-
drome causes the deposition
of white, fluffy protein mate-
rial in the front part of the
eye. It is rare in young people,
but is present in about 5 per-
cent of people between 75 and
85.

There is indeed a strong
familial component to the con-
dition, and a gene has been
identified.

It increases the risk of cata-
ract, but especially increases
the risk of glaucoma, with
excess pressure in the eye.
Both cataract and glaucoma
treatment are more challeng-
ing in the case of pseudoexfo-
liation syndrome, but cataract
surgery still can be done, with
low risk, by an experienced
surgeon.

It may be that your cata-
ract is not yet bad enough to
merit surgery; however, if you
are having significant vision
problems because of the cata-
ract, it might be worthwhile
to find an expert in cataract
surgery with pseudoexfolia-
tion syndrome.

About 15 to 30 percent of
people with the syndrome will
develop glaucoma, so you will
need to see an eye specialist
frequently to keep a careful
eye on your pressure, and pos-

sible treatment (usually eye-
drops) to prevent glaucoma.

Dear Dr. Roach: I am an
84-year-young Caucasian man
in good health. In college, I
donated blood and was told I
was Type O-negative. Later, I
donated many pints to the Red
Cross. About 45 years ago I
was told by the Red Cross that
my blood type had changed
to O-negative Du-positive, and
a year ago I received a letter
saying I am now Type O-posi-
tive. How can this be? — F.D.

Your blood type hasn’t
changed, but the way you are
classified has. A and B are
proteins on the red blood cell,
and although you have nei-
ther of these proteins (mak-
ing you Type O), other people
have one (Type A or B) or both
(Type AB), since ABO blood
type is based on the proteins
on the blood cells. The “posi-
tive” or “negative” in blood
typing refers to the Rh factor,

which is not one but several
different proteins. D is the
most important of these. Your
Rh factor — “Du,” also called
“weak D” — is a weakly posi-
tive Rh D factor. Less than 1
percent of people have this.
Blood banks have not always
been consistent in how this is
reported. Since it’s possible
for a person who is Rh-nega-
tive to react to even a weakly
positive Rh D factor, it is saf-
est for potential recipients to
consider your blood Rh-posi-
tive. You also are likely to be
safe getting Rh-positive blood.

People with a blood pro-
tein can get red blood cells
from people without that
protein, so people with Type
O-negative blood can donate
to anybody, while someone
with blood Type AB-positive
can get blood from anybody.
(That’s a bit of an oversimpli-
fication, since there are other
less-common proteins that get
crossmatched by a modern
blood bank.)

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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