
Answer below

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 Head for Vegas?
4 Crow’s comment
7 Easter treat

10 Recede
13 Exist
14 Have bills
15 Instigate litigation
16 Whitney or Wallach
17 Put in writing
19 __ Quentin
20 Large nut
21 Start of a quote by

Frank Sinatra
24 Weather

phenomenon
25 ISS partner
26 River of Tuscany
28 Woad and anil
29 PC alternative
31 Wrench
33 French hat
35 Audience divider
36 Green sauce
40 Part 2 of quote
41 Nincompoops
42 Fluttery poplar
43 Fall bloomer
45 Lost sheep
47 007 creator Fleming
48 Christiania, today
52 Stadium level
53 Election mo.
55 Northern Australia

city
57 End of quote
60 Slightest bit
61 Gardner of films

62 Semitic fertility
goddess

63 Nibbled on

64 Crooner Torme
65 Durocher or Tolstoy
66 Dog doc.
67 Mpg part
68 Raised railways
69 Do wrong
70 Newspaper

honchos

DOWN
1 Stuck it out
2 In a roguish manner
3 Quiet and peaceful
4 Witches’ assembly
5 Completely amazing
6 Took off
7 Slalom curves
8 Tropical fruit having

yellow skin and pink
pulp

9 Hereditary factor
10 Submerged aquatic

plant with ribbonlike
leaves

11 River through
Ethiopia

12 Large-scale

18 Long-legged
wader

22 Tending to go
backward

23 Nostril
27 “A Room of __

Own”
30 Opera highlight
32 Host before Carson
33 Scrawny
34 Bye-bye!
36 Long ago
37 Approximate

calculation
38 Expansion device
39 Rends
44 Ultimate consumer
46 Whine tearfully
48 Marine predator
49 Turn abruptly
50 Leaned to one side
51 Starts
54 Roundish shapes
56 Cast member
58 Unchanged
59 Store lure
60 Sink spigot
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

Louie floats a loan

Filter stops clots from reaching lungs
Dear Dr. Roach: In

November 1997, while travel-
ing, I had a pulmonary embo-
lism.

I was treated with uroki-
nase to the lungs and a vena
cava filter was placed. In
November 2006, I had a CT
scan of my abdomen.

The report says there is an
IVC filter in place. A posterior
limb appears to have extended
beyond the caval wall consis-
tent with perforation.

I am now seeing ads on
TV that people with an IVC
filter should be concerned
and that the Food and Drug
Administration considers
them dangerous.

I am 62 years old and never
had any problem. Should I
be concerned? Are there any
studies being done on the
long-term effects of these fil-
ters? — H.L.

The inferior vena cava is
the large vein that receives
blood from the legs, pelvis and

abdominal organs and returns
it to the heart.

A blood clot in the legs or
pelvis must pass through the
vena cava if it is going to
the lungs, a potentially life-
threatening complication
called pulmonary embolism
(an embolus is any foreign
material, such as cholesterol,
blood clot or air that moves
from one part of the body to
another).

The IVC filter was designed
to capture the clot, preventing
it from going to the lung. Over
time, the body dissolves the
clot on its own.

The vena cava filter is an
alternative to anticoagulation,
such as warfarin (Coumadin)
or a newer agent like rivar-
oxaban (Xarelto).

The vena cava filter often is
used in people who will need
anticoagulation forever; this

can be due to recurrent clots,
an unmodifiable risk factor or
sometimes a life-threatening
clot (what it sounds like yours
was).

Compared with not getting
treatment, both anticoagula-
tion and IVC filters are effec-
tive, reducing the risk of pul-
monary embolism to about 2
percent per year.

There are complications of
IVC filters, including penetra-
tion of the IVC wall by the
filter legs, which is what your
CT scan shows. In most peo-
ple, this doesn’t cause prob-
lems, although it can rarely
cause bleeding or injury to the
bowel wall.

Other complications
include the filter moving into
the chest, fracture and infec-
tion, all of which happen less
than 1 percent of the time.
The filter itself can cause a
blood clot, at a rate of 1 to 2
percent per year.

Because any IVC filter does
affect blood flow, there is a

small increase in the rate of
blood clots below the filter (in
the legs or pelvis), but these
are still protected from going
into the heart.

The complication rate
needs to be compared against
the alternatives, including
doing nothing and using anti-
coagulation.

For most people with a
long-term need for treatment
to prevent blood clots, IVC fil-
ters are a reasonable choice.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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Conceptis Sudoku

DR. KEITH ROACH
TO YOUR GOOD HEALTH

Dr. Roach regrets that
he is unable to answer
individual letters, but
will incorporate them in
the column whenever
possible. Readers may
email questions to
ToYourGoodHealth@med.
cornell.edu or request an
order form of available
health newsletters at 628
Virginia Dr., Orlando, FL
32803. Health newsletters
may be ordered from www.
rbmamall.com.
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