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NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 Closing word in a

prayer
5 Wood shaping

machine
10 Cracked somewhat
14 Nickname for a

grandmother
15 Deathly pale
16 “Damn Yankees”

enchantress
17 Hula garb
19 Culp/Cosby TV

series
20 Wealth
21 Discordant sounds
23 All the same
24 Highest level
26 Head count
29 Box with four

bishops?
32 Explosive letters?
33 Language of Lahore
36 Superlatively

reasonable
37 Lupino of Hollywood
38 Scolding nag
40 Negligent
41 Come to pass
43 Tiller’s tool
44 Deodorant spot
47 Small Hawaiian

guitars
48 Asner and Norton
49 Fewer words
51 Itchy skin eruptions
53 Extinct ostrichlike

bird
54 Temper
57 Specialist in pain

60 Habituates
62 Oaf
64 Braised entree

66 Runny French
cheese

67 Fortune deck
68 Deal prelude
69 JFK birds
70 Gushes
71 Get word

DOWN
1 Seeing red
2 Osmond sister
3 Make into a law
4 Writer of droll

epigrams
5 Captures a loose

steer
6 Question
7 Watery
8 Novel protagonist
9 Lures

10 Foreigner
11 Incense
12 European mountain
13 Light beam
18 Green of Austin

Powers movies
22 Brief fight
25 King David’s poetry

27 Not justified
28 Headliners
29 Theatrical signal
30 Loses one’s

cool
31 Gender bias
33 Seat
34 Valerie Harper

role
35 Formalwear
39 Like corduroys
42 Cow’s chew
45 Puts up a fight
46 Chinese religionists
50 McKellen and

McEwan
52 Dislikes intensely
54 Dunne or Castle
55 Spanish lariat
56 Ridge formed by a

glacier
58 Exchange
59 Spare part?
61 Home of Aggies

and Utes
62 Pres. after JFK
63 Vein content
65 Piglet’s mom
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

Louie’s bad day

Difficulty swallowing is not due to aging
Dear Dr. Roach: My moth-

er, who is in her late 70s and
who always has enjoyed eat-
ing meat, can no longer do so.
She says that she just has a
hard time getting it down. Her
teeth are fine, so that’s not
the issue. She just brushes it
off as something that happens
when you get older. Is she cor-
rect? — J.L.

Difficulty swallowing is
NOT a common symptomatic
problem with aging, and I
take complaints about swal-
lowing very seriously. What
you are describing is worri-
some. Inability to swallow
meat suggests that there may
be a mechanical blockage in
her esophagus. I wonder if
she’s had problems in the past
swallowing, which is why she
isn’t even trying to swallow
now. Often, people complain
of food getting “stuck” in the
throat or chest. If this is the
case with her, I would recom-
mend that she have an imme-

diate and thorough workup.
Common causes include an
esophageal stricture, web or
ring. Eosinophilic esophagitis
is another reason for swallow-
ing difficulties; this is due to
inflammation of the esopha-
gus. However, the most wor-
risome cause is esophageal
cancer, and I would waste no
in time getting her evaluated
by a gastroenterologist. A bar-
ium study or upper endoscopy
may be necessary.

Dear Dr. Roach: My hus-
band recently was diagnosed
with tinnitus. He also suffers
from occasional vertigo. Is
there any medical evidence
that tinnitus can cause epi-
sodes of vertigo? — J.S.

Tinnitus is a common prob-
lem, with 50 million sufferers
in the U.S. alone, 12 million of

whom say it affects their daily
living. Vertigo also is a com-
mon problem. There are many
causes of both vertigo and tin-
nitus, so it’s entirely possible
that the two are unrelated.

However, the combination
of the two suggests Meniere’s
disease, also called endolym-
phatic hydrops. This refers to
the swelling of the organ of
balance in the middle ear. In
addition to tinnitus and inter-
mittent vertigo, people with
Meniere’s disease usually
develop hearing loss.

Hearing testing and spe-
cialized tests of the balance
system may be necessary to
diagnose Meniere’s disease.
There are many other causes
for both vertigo and tinnitus,
as I noted, so I hope your hus-
band will be undergoing fur-
ther evaluation.

Dear Dr. Roach: Do you
know a cure for scabies? I
have tried poisons that were
prescribed by doctors; they

didn’t work, but they almost
killed me. I tried sulphur soap,
which doesn’t work. — Anon.

Scabies is an infectious
skin mite that causes intense
itching. It characteristically
occurs in the webs and on
the sides of fingers, on the
insides of the wrists and in
other folds of skin.

Scabies is treated with 5
percent permethrin cream
(Elimite or Nix). It needs
to be applied thoroughly to
the entire body below the
neck, and left on for about 12
hours. Another choice is oral
ivermectin; an older drug,
Lindane, has significant neu-
rological toxicity and is not
recommended.

If you have been treated
with these agents (and have
followed the directions exact-
ly), then I would be concerned
that the diagnosis is incor-
rect. A dermatologist may
need to do a skin scraping to
be certain.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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