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NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 Mimicked
5 Motif

10 Smell
14 Source of poi
15 Nylon cousin
16 New Zealand bird
17 Red-tape

dispenser?
19 Gave the boot to
20 Alternative to lager
21 Similar
22 Whitewater
24 Fluctuating singing
26 High nest
27 Political donkey
30 Hwy. radios
33 Short putt
36 Bit of reality
37 Highland hillside
38 Lash marks
39 Set aflame
40 Housing contract
41 Promissory notes
42 Lucknow dress
43 Gone from the plate
44 Blasting material
45 Despot
47 Express a viewpoint
49 Open a purse,

perhaps
53 Best score ever
55 Observe Ramadan
57 Uncle Tom’s charge
58 Support for glasses
59 Member of the

ruling class
62 Lingerie purchases

63 Barbra Streisand
movie

64 Rental car company

65 Pot builder
66 Sexy lady of the

Beatles
67 Bank (on)

DOWN
1 Cornered
2 Sao __
3 Made a

miscalculation
4 Stag mate
5 Statement of the

obvious
6 Cut ruthlessly
7 Thornfield Hall

governess
8 Extinct bird
9 Beg

10 Relative of a giraffe
11 Old-time Southern

pol
12 Had an obligation
13 Disburdens
18 Steve and Woody
23 Gallery work
25 Makes a long story

short?

26 Icy circle
28 Recently
29 Egyptian capital
31 Starting place
32 Discerned
33 Pompous ass
34 Very long time

period
35 Wealthy ruler
37 Pulsations
40 Sloped-roof shelter
42 Week-enders
45 Michael Jordan’s

nickname
46 Take steers
48 Western band
50 Impudent boldness
51 Benefit
52 Easy mark
53 Country diva

McEntire
54 Bring home the

bacon
55 Discovery
56 Italian wine center
60 FDR group
61 Vehicle
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

Louie’s hot contract

Surgery is best for a ruptured appendix
Dear Dr. Roach: A co-

worker of mine recently had
a ruptured appendix. The doc-
tors did not remove it, but
instead gave him heavy doses
of antibiotics for three weeks.
I thought they had to remove
it. What is going on? — D.M.

Surgery remains the pre-
ferred therapy for acute
appendicitis, the inflamma-
tion of the appendix of the
large intestine. Nonoperative
management can be used in
people with uncomplicated
appendicitis — which might
be valuable for some, espe-
cially people with a history
of surgical complications.
However, 27 percent of people
assigned to antibiotics needed
surgery anyway.

Importantly, people with a
ruptured appendix have been
excluded from most of these
studies (rupture is considered
a complication). I did find a
study in children comparing
antibiotics with surgery for

ruptured appendix, but the
surgery group had signifi-
cantly better outcomes.

I am not sure why your co-
worker received antibiotics for
a ruptured appendix. There
may be a time when we will be
better able to identify who can
safely be treated with antibi-
otics and who needs surgery,
but for now, most surgeons
still recommend surgery. It is
a safe procedure for the vast
majority of patients.

Dear Dr. Roach: I’m a Type
1 diabetic who was diagnosed
with common variable immu-
nodeficiency. Can you tell me
about this, and whether it
might be related to my diabe-
tes? — J.B.

Common variable immu-
nodeficiency is, despite its
name, not a common condi-

tion. It does indeed cause
immune deficiency and
increased susceptibility to
infection and malignancies.
Further, the condition may be
so mild as to go unnoticed
in some people, while others
have recurrent infections or
inflammatory conditions. The
hallmark of the syndrome is
a very low level of immuno-
globulins (antibodies) in the
blood. Although usually pres-
ent at birth, most are diag-
nosed between ages 20 and 45.
Thus, there often is a long
delay in diagnosis. Because
CVID is not one disease but
many, there are many mani-
festations of this condition.
However, recurring infec-
tions, especially pneumonias
or sinus infections, should
prompt a clinician to consider
testing for this condition.

There is evidence that
inflammatory bowel disease
and Type 1 and Type 2 diabe-
tes may be associated with
CVID. I have read an unpub-

lished study that showed up
to 25 percent of both types
of diabetics may have undiag-
nosed CVID. Diabetics can get
recurrent infections and have
elevated cancer incidence.
Often, the diabetes may be
blamed for what is actually
an immune-system disease.
Treatment with intravenous
immunoglobulin may be life-
saving in serious infections. I
also have read that this treat-
ment may make blood sugar
sporadically drop in an unpre-
dictable fashion.

DR. ROACH WRITES:
After a recent column from a
reader having difficulty tol-
erating vitamin D by mouth,
several readers wrote in to
recommend vitamin D spray.
Vitamin D can be absorbed
directly through the lining of
the mouth, also known as buc-
cal mucosa. This might be a
good option for people who
have stomach issues when
taking vitamin D in pill form.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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