
Answer below

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell

Scrabble SolutionThe Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams

ACROSS
1 Conditional

conjunctions
4 Part of OWN
9 Hotel staffers

14 Boar’s mate
15 Muslim scholars
16 Actress MacDowell
17 A day
20 Sacked out
21 Stagger
22 PMs
23 Muslim weight
26 Dawn Chong and

Carruth
28 Tumor: suff.
31 Seize suddenly
33 One eighth of a fluid

ounce
37 Nastassia Kinski

movie
40 Mint family plant
41 Approximate age
44 End of a buck?
45 Caked
46 New Jersey Native

Americans
49 Sweetie
50 Retirement agcy.
51 Srta.’s neighbor
53 Salinger character
55 Writer LeShan
58 Aircraft: pref.
60 Japanese

metropolis
64 Kennedy change
68 __ cotta
69 Atoll foundation
70 Center of a

hurricane

71 Muzzle
72 Some past

despots

73 Mandela’s
nat.

DOWN
1 Suffix for followers
2 Birds
3 Popeye’s __ Pea
4 Have it in for
5 Work at diligently
6 Striped shirt
7 Roman Eros
8 Rutger of “Blade

Runner”
9 “Das Lied von der

Erde” composer
10 “Wheel of Fortune”

purchase
11 Bragi’s wife
12 Soil
13 Legis. meeting
18 “Car Talk”

broadcaster
19 Enjoy a book
24 Where Paris took

Helen
25 Fall into disuse
27 Goldman’s Wall

Street partner

28 Based on eight
29 Olympic skier

Phil
30 Tempt ending?
32 Flaxen-haired
34 Vouchers
35 Earl “Fatha” __
36 One of the Gabors
38 Event before a golf

tourney
39 Roast host
42 Distinctive periods
43 Violent disturbances
47 Dabble in
48 Util. bill
52 Standing
54 Opp. of WNW
55 Young newts
56 __ Bien Phu
57 Bushy ‘do
59 Yoko’s family
61 Super server
62 Largo and

Longboat, e.g.
63 Cruising
65 Play about Capote
66 Singing syllable
67 __ for the course
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

Not to worry

Genetics responsible for reader’s AMD
Dear Dr. Roach: When my

daughter was pregnant, she
was tested for blood abnor-
malities and was told she has
factor V Leiden and PAI-1
4G/5G.

She suggested that I be test-
ed, because with my firstborn
I had an emergency C-section
for hemorrhaging due to pla-
centa abruption, and with her
I had pelvic thrombophlebi-
tis.

I did go to a hematologist,
who said he felt I should not
be tested because at 65 I am
no longer of child-bearing age
and had no problems during
any post-birth surgeries, and
current hospital procedures
would be certain to monitor
for blood clots, etc.

Recently I went to the eye
doctor and was diagnosed
with wet age-related macu-
lar degeneration, as well as
having mild cataracts. I think
these concerns have to do with
blood vessels bleeding behind
the eye.

I wonder if either of the
two blood abnormalities con-
tributes to the wet macular
degeneration, which I under-
stand is the worse of the two
types and is far less common
than the dry.

I was told not to take vita-
mins at this time, but I did
buy some vitamins designed
for the eyes to see if perhaps
this will keep things status
quo.

Can you please give me
your thoughts on this? I am
really disheartened about my
vision concerns. — Anon.

Yours is a complex story
with two main issues: Do you
need to be tested for Factor
V Leiden and PAI-1 4G/5G;
and how should your macular
degeneration be treated?

Both factor V Leiden and
plasminogen activator inhibi-

tor 4G/5G are variants of nor-
mal genes, and their presence
increases risk of abnormal
blood clotting.

This is particularly the
case in pregnancy. Given your
daughter’s genes and your
history of blood clots in the
pelvic veins, I think it’s pretty
likely that you have at least
one of these conditions.

However, even if you do,
the recommendation is clear
that it should not be treated
with an anticoagulant, so I
agree with your hematologist
that testing isn’t necessary in
your case.

How does macular degen-
eration fit in? Simplified, the
abnormalities in the blood
vessels behind the eye seem
to have to do with genetic dif-
ferences in the inflammatory
pathways, particularly in a
gene called complement fac-
tor H.

People with abnormalities
in this gene are predisposed
to inflammation in the eye.

Inflammation leads to high
levels of a molecule called
VEGF-A, which is responsi-
ble for causing the abnormal
blood vessels.

Whether you have fac-
tor V Leiden or PAI-1 4G/5G
shouldn’t affect the progres-
sion or treatment of AMD.

Treatment of wet-type AMD
usually consists of inhibi-
tors to VEGF (a prescription
medicine) and a particular
regimen of antioxidant vita-
mins.

I don’t know why your eye
doctor isn’t starting you on
treatment. I suggest that you
get a second opinion.

The booklet on macular
degeneration explains this
common eye ailment. Readers
can order a copy by writing: Dr.
Roach — No. 701, 628 Virginia
Dr., Orlando, FL 32803. Enclose
a check or money order (no
cash) for $4.75 U.S./$6 Can.
with the recipient’s printed
name and address. Please
allow four weeks for delivery.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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