
Answer below

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 Franklin with soul
7 Secluded spot

11 Org. of Giants and
Titans

14 Callas and Shriver
15 Carpeting

measurement
16 Period of note
17 Lore
19 Superior salutation?
20 Nutcracker suite?
21 Something to bark?
22 Academy Award
24 Avarice
26 Swindle
28 Ethereal
29 Above the horizon
31 Up to the task
33 “Mogambo” star

Gardner
36 Helps out
37 “Agnes Grey” writer
40 Removes impurities
42 Rebounded
43 Additional charges
44 Oodles and oodles
45 Ernie of golf
46 Vane heading
47 Baseball’s

Garciaparra
49 Astronaut senator
51 Shepard or

Greenspan
53 Stop gripping
57 Own up to
59 Ray of “God’s Little

Acre”

61 Mardi __
62 Long scarf
63 Motility

66 Choose
67 Contributes
68 Worn rug?
69 Ultimate degree
70 Relax
71 Black Sea port

DOWN
1 Mingled in with
2 More scarce
3 Make blank
4 Leaning one
5 I thought so!
6 Closeout warning
7 Peoples under a

single government
8 University of Maine

town
9 “__ the land of the

free...”
10 Boxing win
11 Ignorance
12 Tuck’s title
13 Fine of The Three

Stooges
18 Tears into many

pieces

23 Place to get
teased?

25 Vreeland and Rigg
27 Detonation din
30 Cancun snooze
32 Inhumanly cruel
33 In existence
34 Irritate
35 Consequence
38 Part of AT&T
39 Ames and Koch
41 Teheran resident
42 Marilyn Monroe, for

one
44 Shrink
48 Repair with paste
49 Libreville’s location
50 Vote to accept
52 Alan and Cheryl
54 Excursions
55 Vapors
56 Tessie or Milo
58 Skier’s lift
60 Direction for victory?
64 Poem of praise
65 Mars or Mercury,

e.g.
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

‘The Longest Day’

Earlier diagnosis of Alzheimer’s is better
Dear Dr. Roach: My grand-

mother had very advanced
Alzheimer’s disease by the
time she died. My mother, who
is now 60, is showing frequent
signs of memory loss, but she
doesn’t want to admit that she
has Alzheimer’s. What should
I do? If there’s any action I
can take now, I want to know.
— D.T.

It is up to your mother
whether she wants to move
forward and try to get a diag-
nosis. However, I would rec-
ommend that she do, as there
are several benefits.

First, what she has might
not be Alzheimer’s: It may be
something very treatable. Not
everybody with a family his-
tory of Alzheimer’s gets the
disease. This may be causing
you undue stress. Another
reason to seek a diagnosis is
that the treatments we have
for Alzheimer’s, though limit-
ed, are best when begun early.
It also might be possible to

enter into a trial for new treat-
ments. Finally, she can make
plans for the future, including
financial and end-of-life care.

Dear Dr. Roach: I am a
65-year-old woman who con-
tracted hepatitis C 40 years
ago from a life-saving blood
transfusion. I was fortunate
to receive effective treatment
for hepatitis C, and have been
cured. I have no liver damage
and am in good health. I would
like to be able to donate blood
and become an organ donor.
Has there been any research
done to see if this is possible?
— S.C.

You cannot donate blood
with any history of hepatitis
B or C, even if it is thought
that you have been cured for
many years. The blood banks
are extra vigilant to maintain

the safety of the blood sup-
ply, and are very reluctant to
change policies, even if they
seem to be outdated.

However, the many people
still living with hepatitis C
often need organs, especially
the liver and kidneys, and peo-
ple with a history of hepatitis
C (active or cured) certainly
may donate organs, which are
donated to people who have
hepatitis C.

We need more organ donors.
Over 120,000 people in the U.S.
alone are waiting for organs.
It’s easy to sign up at www.
organdonor.gov in the United
States, or www.cantransplant.
ca in Canada.

Dear Dr. Roach: Does
the dental amalgam that is
used for fillings cause ALS?
— Anon.

Amyotrophic lateral sclero-
sis, often called Lou Gehrig’s
disease, is a progressive
degenerative disease of the

nervous system. The cause
of ALS is not known. Most
experts believe that there is a
genetic predisposition to ALS
(an interesting gene, NEK-1,
has just been identified), and
that certain environmental
exposures can lead to the dis-
ease. Although heavy metals
— like lead, arsenic and mer-
cury (found in dental amal-
gam) — are toxic to the ner-
vous system in large doses,
there is no reliable evidence
connecting them to ALS.

Veterans of the Gulf War
have higher-than-expected
rates of ALS, and one theory
is that bacteria found in des-
ert sand, disturbed by mili-
tary vehicles, might trigger
ALS. We still have a great deal
more to learn about both the
cause of and treatment for
ALS.

The ALS Association, www.
alsa.org, does research, advo-
cates for people with the dis-
ease and has much good infor-
mation on its website.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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