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Are you
and your
business
prepared?

September is “National
Preparedness Month.”
Now is a great time to
make sure your busi-

ness is prepared in the event
of a disaster so
you can limit
the damage
and get back to
business as soon
as possible.

Before you
decide that you
don’t need to
read any fur-
ther — because
this will never
happen to you
— sit back and
let me tell you a story.

There once was a business
in Maine that manufactured a
personal care product. It had
a great location in a historic
building that had been con-
verted into units for rent to
small businesses.

One day, all the employees
showed up for work. It was
business as usual until the
fire alarm went off.

They didn’t see a fire or
smell smoke. But they headed
out the doors as quickly as
possible, leaving their work
behind. The owner grabbed
her laptop as she walked out,
thinking she could do some
work while they waited to get
back in the building.

When they did get back in,
they were surprised to see
that their business had been
flooded. Water covered the
floor, soaked boxes of invento-
ry and damaged computers.

Where did the water come
from? The business above them
had a small fire the fire depart-
ment quickly put out. The bad
news was that it took a lot of
water to do so, and that water
soaked through the floors into
their business.

They were left with a mess to
clean up and one working com-
puter — the owner’s laptop that
she took with her. Fortunately
that laptop contained all the
important business records.

However, cleaning up the
mess and negotiating with in-
surance companies took a long
time.

After that, the company
changed the way it operated.
Employees made sure their
data were backed up. They kept
their inventory off the floor.
They reviewed insurance poli-
cies to better protect them in
the future, should they experi-
ence another loss.

The moral of this story is
that bad things happen that
you can’t plan for or predict.
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BACK TO
BUSINESS

Not the ‘SharkTank’
BY DARREN FISHELL
BDN STAFF

Cue dramatic intro music: Twenty-six
contestants will compete for $100,000.
Only one will go home a winner.

That’s the broad framework of a new
business pitch show premiering in Maine
on Saturday night, but it’s hardly the point.

Con Fullam, creator of the show “Green-
light Maine,” said his show builds on the
general template and interest in the inves-
tor-driven ABC series “Shark Tank” but
aims to generate more attention for Maine-
grown startups that he said hold the lead-
ing promise for the state’s economic future.

“This show is the antithesis of ‘Shark
Tank,’” Fullam said. “Nobody gets eaten or
beaten in this show, or gets bought.”

If you’re looking for instant gratifica-
tion, forget that, too. The full show sched-
ule delays the date for naming a winner
until next year, with 13 episodes featuring
two businesses set to air from September
into December, leading into a final live
show.

“We’re not looking for high drama,” Ful-
lam said. “Its purpose is to elevate entre-
preneurship in Maine and to encourage a
whole hell of a lot of it.”

When it comes to getting eyeballs on TV,
Fullam said, “America loves a trainwreck,”
but he thinks the show focused on Maine
entrepreneurs, their ideas and how they
plan to make them reality will find a cap-
tive audience in the TV producer’s home
state.

“I do believe that, given the opportunity,
the folks in this state will respond to some-
thing that is positive and uplifting,” Ful-
lam said. “We don’t always have to bury
the bar to get viewership.”

The first season of the show was filmed
through July at Husson University’s New
England School of Communications. Ful-
lam said he hopes the show could run four
or five seasons. The 26 finalists were whit-
tled down from 84 total entrants.

At the end of the show’s first round, the
field will be cut down to 13 contestants,
whose business plans will be workshopped
in a series of panel shows before the survi-
vors make new, improved pitches to a
group of out-of-state judges. Two winners

and one wild card will go to a final round to
vie for a prize of $100,000 or more.

Fullam said the program’s structure al-
lows time to showcase new startups and to
show what kind of advice they receive along
the way, educating viewers on what it takes
to start and run a business, and what re-
sources are available in Maine to help.

Joel Alex, an Old Town native who
founded Blue Ox Malthouse to serve the
state’s booming craft beer industry, said
he’s leaned on many of those resources, in-
cluding Slow Money Maine, the Maine Cen-
ter for Entrepreneurial Development, the
Maine Technology Institute and Coastal
Enterprises Inc.

“There’s a lot of infrastructure needs
that make [Maine] a challenging place to
run a business, but in terms of support that
I have received and continue to receive, it
has been tremendous,” Alex said. “It’s not
hyperbole to say that without those re-
sources my business wouldn’t exist.”

After about 1½ years searching for a
building and acquiring the right equip-
ment, Alex said he’s planning to send out
the first shipments of malt from his Lisbon
Falls operation in the next three weeks.

Win or lose, Alex said he hopes the show
both advertises his company and demon-

strates the array of innovative companies
in the state — with show contestants rang-
ing from video game developers to biosci-
ence and energy firms.

“I’m excited to see the profile of this
community raised so that more people are
just generally aware of all the impressive
and amazing companies and innovation
that’s coming out of our state,” Alex said.

Fullam said he sees the show as an early
step in promoting new companies to start
up here and create the potential for new
jobs and new industries to take hold.

“The massive manufacturing that made
this state what it is is not coming back any
time soon,” Fullam said. “What’s going to
drive this state is small, entrepreneurial
business.”

The first episode of “Greenlight Maine”
— featuring Rockland-based candy bar
maker Bixby & Co. and Kittery-based back-
packing food maker Good To-Go — airs 7:30
p.m. Saturday on NBC affiliates WLBZ,
Channel 2, in the Bangor area and WCSH,
Channel 6, in the Portland area, after “Bill
Green’s Maine.”

The show has posted its full schedule and
list of contestants at its website, greenlight-
maine.com, which Fullam said will also
feature resources for entrepreneurs.

New startup pitch program aims for business reality
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PORTLAND — Bankrupt jewel-
er G.M. Pollack has given custom-
ers until Oct. 2 to pick up jewelry
still in its possession after it
closed stores around the state.

The company’s bankruptcy trust-
ee, Anthony Manhart, announced
Friday the pickup period that start-
ed Aug. 10 would be extended, allow-
ing customers to collect their items
still with the jeweler between 8 a.m.
and 5 p.m., Monday through Friday,
at the company’s South Portland lo-
cation, 1 Runway Road.

The notice advises customers
to bring photo identification and
their repair ticket or other paper-
work to prove the repair order.

“If a balance is still owed, please
bring cash only for payment,” the
company’s notice stated.

It noted any property left be-

yond the Oct. 2 deadline would be
considered abandoned.

The company began closing all
of its stores earlier this summer,
filing for bankruptcy July 13.

The move confused many custom-
ers who had left items with G.M.
Pollack locations around the state
and were unable to contact the store
to retrieve their possessions.

The company initially announced
plans to consolidate its stores, but
soon after shuttered all 12 locations
it operated at the beginning of the
year.

Bankruptcy filings show the com-
pany’s last inventory was taken in
January 2012, when it had $4.9 mil-
lion in consignment inventory and
$718,982 in other merchandise.

The company, owned by Nicholas
Kleftis of Beverly Hills, Florida, had
been in business for 60 years. It was
opened in Portland in 1955 by Ger-
ald M. Pollack and his wife, Perle.

WGME

Customers who still have items at G.M. Pollack stores, which closed due
to bankruptcy earlier this year, have until Oct. 2 to pick up their posses-
sions. After that date, any remaining jewelry and other items will be
considered abandoned.

See Neuman, Page D7
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acquires
Vt. firm
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Bangor engineering firm
S.W. Cole Engineering Inc. an-
nounced this week that it has
acquired a division of the Wil-
liston, Vermont-based EIV
Technical Services, for an un-
disclosed price.

S.W. Cole said in a news re-
lease it purchased the con-
struction materials testing di-
vision of the Burlington com-
pany, which the company’s
senior vice president, Chad
Michaud, said in a news re-
lease will service demand for
testing in that area and “al-
lows us better access to the
entire state of Vermont.”

Jaqueline Dagesse, presi-
dent of EIV, said in a state-
ment that S.W. Cole will invest
in its former materials testing
facility with the purchase and
allow the Vermont company
“to continue to grow its core
services.”

The new division will oper-
ate under the S.W. Cole name
out of the Williston, Vermont,
office and will continue to be
led by Alan Brown, who has
overseen S.W. Cole’s existing
Vermont office in White River
Junction since 2013.

Bankrupt GMPollack extends time to pick up jewelry

GREENLIGHT MAINE

Greenlight Maine host Don Gooding speaks with panelists during a filming of the business
pitch show Greenlight Maine at Husson University’s New England School of Communications.
Con Fullam, the show’s creator, said the project is the “antithesis” of the popular and cut-
throat business pitch show Shark Tank, aiming instead to promote entrepreneurs at work in
the state and encourage more people to start their own businesses.

Grants to help laid-offmillworkers inMaine

BY DARREN FISHELL
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PORTLAND — The U.S. Labor
Department has granted Maine
labor officials $336,233 to extend
work training and other assis-
tance to 262 former employees of
the shuttered Verso Paper mill
in Bucksport and Great North-
ern Paper Co. in Millinocket.

The announcement comes as
three members of Maine’s con-
gressional delegation wrote to
Labor Secretary Thomas Perez
on Wednesday, seeking approval
for federal funds to help workers
who lose their jobs as a result of
foreign competition.

Some Bucksport employees al-
ready have qualified for such as-
sistance, which Maine Depart-
ment of Labor spokeswoman Julie
Rabinowitz said will complement
additional dislocated worker
grants announced Thursday for
certain affected workers in Han-

cock and Penobscot counties.
Rabinowitz said dislocated

worker funds could help pay for

things such as child care, while
the Trade Adjustment Assistance
does not cover such an expense.

The initial displaced worker grant
was awarded more than a year ago to
help workers laid off at Great North-
ern who also had qualified for Trade
Adjustment Assistance.

Verso closed its Bucksport mill
in December, leaving about 500 peo-
ple jobless. It plans to cut 300 jobs at
its Jay mill later this year or early
next year.

In seeking trade assistance funds
for the 300 Verso employees laid off
in Jay, U.S. Sens. Susan Collins and
Angus King and U.S. Rep. Bruce
Poliquin wrote that foreign compe-
tition played a major part in the
layoffs and that “the laid-off work-
ers face an enormous hurdle in
identifying and securing alterna-
tive employment.”

The Trade Adjustment Assis-
tance program helps fund job re-
training and provides wage subsi-
dies, which can for a period of time
bridge the gap between what a per-
son was earning and what they
make at a new job.

Former employees of Bucksport and Millinocket plants to get extended federal aid
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Verso Paper millworkers leave the mill one last time in Bucksport in De-
cember 2014.

Win or lose, Joel Alex said
he hopes the show both

advertises his company and
demonstrates the array of
innovative companies

in the state


