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DIRECTIONS: Make a 2- to 7-letter word from the letters in each row. Add
points of each word, using scoring directions at right. Finally, 7-letter words get 50-
point bonus. “Blanks" used as any letter have no point value. All the words
are in the Official SCRABBLE Players Dictionary, 5th Edition.
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek
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Unscramble these four Jumbles, 4 Iltcanhelp  Thisisthe )
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Jumbles: SHAKY ~MORPH OUTAGE BOBBLE

aturday’s
S y Answer:  The customers at the fireworks store were —

BABY BOOMERS

RUSASE V7 MeN. s GeNTLEMAN 15 A ARE We
| K } | ‘ / ‘ \ REPORTER ! HES GOING TO OUR NAME
WHEN HE SHOWED HIS WIFE INTERVIEW EVERYONE BEFORE
THE ABACUS HED BOUGHT, CHARGING NTO BATTLE !
N OC UBE L SHE THOUGHT IT WAS ——— ) \
Now arrange the circled letters
| [] {J to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.
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CSOME MAGIC SET. WHERE ARE THE
PIGEONS AND RABRITS2”
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THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

WHAT DO
YOU DO, DOLLY,
IF AT FIRST YOU
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‘Bird lung’ often has two possibilities

Dear Dr. Roach: I was a
very active, healthy, young 68-
year-old until March, when I
was hospitalized for two weeks
for bilateral pneumonia. I was
told by the doctors at the hos-
pital that it would take four
to six weeks to get my health
back. However, I experienced
shortness of breath and bouts
of coughing for months, and
insisted on seeing a specialist
three weeks ago. A CT scan
and bronchoscopy showed
symptoms typical of bird
lung. We had a cockatiel for
17 years!

I am now taking predni-
sone and ibuprofen, which
are helping to clear up the
inflammation. I hope to be
able to return to work soon.
My family doctor and several
other doctors I know said that
they’d studied this at med
school but had never seen a
case in their practices. I hope
this serves as a warning to
other people who might be
tempted to buy a pet bird or

DR. KEITH ROACH

to breed them. I was lucky, but
someone in poor health might
not have survived the deadly
combination of pneumonia
and bird lung.

“Bird lung” is a term that
might refer to either of two
possibilities. The first condi-
tion is “bird-fanciers lung”
essentially an allergic
reaction to bird droppings,
feathers and the proteins of
various birds. It can look very
much like pneumonia, with
abnormal chest X-ray findings
that can be indistinguishable.
The only cure is to get away
from the source of the aller-
gens, but prednisone might be
necessary in severe cases. It is
not an infection.

The second possibility is
an infection called psittacosis
(sit-a-CO-sis), caused by the
bacterium Chlamydia psit-

taci. Cockatiels are commonly
infected by this organism, and
the birds do not always appear
ill. Psittacosis can be a very
severe illness, potentially
affecting multiple systems,
but it usually responds rapid-
ly to appropriate antibiotics,
such as tetracyclines.

Given your history, I sus-
pect that bird-fancier’s lung,
also called hypersensitivity
pneumonitis, is more likely. It
sounds like your specialist is
treating you appropriately.

Dear Dr. Roach: Bottled
and purified water sales have
increased over the years.
I often see advertisements
showing filters attached
to faucets that “take out all
impurities.” My parents had a
water softener, and my father,
professionally involved in
weight-bearing physical activ-
ity, experienced demineraliza-
tion of his skeleton and a bro-
ken hip. It has been suggested
that the water softener took

The Daily Crossword cuited by Wayne Robert Williams

ACROSS
1 Gets some rays

6 Facing a pitcher
11 Beaver's work
14 Another time
15 Drunkard
16 Bein debt to
17 Roller coaster
caveat
19 Org. of Giants
20 Marsh birds
21 Wall upright
22 Lowest pointin
Australia
26 Refrigerates briefly
28 Localities
29 Give an account of
31 Level
32 Passageways
34 Cal. watch abbr.
37 Unlucky
39 Island country near
Florida
41 NASA partner
42 Belgian Princess of
Rethy
44 Golfer Ballesteros
45 Kind of calf or boy
47 Lyricist Carol Bayer
48 Examine in detail
50 Wide-brimmed hats
53 Touched the tarmac
54  Arrowsmith’s first Visit: ADailyCrossword.com 9/14
55 w;?elp 62 Brouhaha 65 Berme_m or Cariou 24 Maintain one’s
56 Glue salesman’s 63 Main vessel 66 Rhyming verse cqolness’ .
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minerals, including calcium,
out of the water that my par-
ents used to cook and drink.

I drink tap water, but is a
large percentage of the U.S.
population headed for demin-
eralization and malnutrition
because they drink only “puri-
fied water”? — C.D.

Most water softeners work
by exchanging sodium for the
“hard” minerals, especially
magnesium and calcium,
present in most tap water, to
greater or lesser extent. If the
water in your area is natu-
rally very hard, then a signifi-
cant amount of sodium may
be added, and calcium and
magnesium removed.

However, this is very rarely
a problem, and almost cer-
tainly had nothing to do with
why your father had a hip
fracture. We get our minerals
mostly from food, not from
water. The major risk factors
for osteoporosis in men are
smoking, alcohol, low testos-
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“Ask Daddy to do it for me.”

Bridge

by Frank Stewart

Cy’s people skills

“You shouldn’t be so hard on your
partners,” I admonished Cy the
Cynic, who has never been easy to
play with. “People skills are
important.”

“My people skills are fine,” Cy
growled. “It’'s my tolerance for
dunderheads that needs work.”

Cy was today’s East, and at four
hearts, South won the first diamond
in dummy and led a trump: nine, ten,
queen.

“My partner shifted to the queen of
clubs,” the Cynic said. “Declarer won
and took three more diamonds to
discard a spade. He lost one spade
and another trump but made his
game.”

NO WAY

“I'told my partner that a spade shift
would beat the contract. He said he
had no way of knowing that. I called
on my people skills and observed that
he was a dunderhead.”

Cy’s remark wasn’t going to help
his partner play better, but West
should beat four hearts. The bidding
marks South with a six-card heart
suit, so after West takes the queen, he
can cash the ace. Cy will discard the
eight of spades, and West will know
what to do next.

DAILY QUESTION

You hold: 4K 109 ©J873
O AKJ6 o K7 Your partner

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker

opens one club, you respond one
heart and he jumps to 2NT. The
opponents pass. What do you say?

ANSWER: This is an easy
problem. Partner’s bidding promises
about 19 high-card points with
balanced pattern. Since your pattern
is also balanced, you can place the
contract based on your combined
count. Bid 6NT. Partner’s hand may
beAQ3,A42,Q32,AQ1J6,and
12 tricks will be cold.

North dealer
Both sides vulnerable
NORTH
AK109
2J873
O AKJ6
SK7
WEST EAST
YRR AAQ8T72
QAQ Q9
010987 052
*QJ63 109842
SOUTH
A4
VK106542
0 Q43
®AS
North  East South  West
1INT Pass 4Q All Pass

Opening lead — ¢ 10
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LOOK AT THOSE MEN
RUNNING, IT MUST BE
CHOW TIME

WAY!
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BUT THE MES5
HALL IS THAT
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AUNT LOWEEZY'S
ADVICE...

LOOK B'FORE
YA LEAP,
JUGHAID !

UNCLE
SNUFFY'S...

ALWAYS LET SOME-
ONE ELSE LEAP
FURST SO YOU'LL
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Conceptis Sudoku

41 '8

2

6

3

HAVE SUMPIN' SOFT
TLAND ON !

Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-

bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
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