
Answer below

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 Peak in Greece
5 Spanish river
9 Political coalitions

14 Glum
15 Contract stipulation
16 Guy la __ of fashion
17 Start of a quote by

Agnes Repplier
19 Being hauled
20 Spacey movie, with

“The”
21 Old high note
22 Part 2 of quote
24 Unsightly fruit?
26 Greater omentum
27 Word with Bingle or

Alte
28 North or South state
31 Sri Lanka export
33 Old Greek

marketplace
34 Alternative spread
36 Fiddler on the

beach?
40 Part 3 of quote
43 Highland Gaelic
44 Soft-toy stuff
45 “The Cloister and

the Hearth” writer
46 Decline in prices
48 Hawaiian, e.g.
50 CCX x X
53 __-noire (bugbear)
55 Judith or Dana
56 Part 4 of quote
58 DIII doubled
59 Coll. Bulldogs

62 Iberian river
63 End of quote
66 Deep passion

67 __ go bragh!
68 Ideal setting
69 Legal holdings
70 Speaker’s platform
71 Mother of Castor

and Pollux

DOWN
1 Stink
2 Unit of loudness
3 Blistering
4 Ending for station
5 And others: L.
6 Actor Lugosi
7 B&O and Reading,

e.g.
8 Greek letter
9 Harness

10 Chaney and
Chaney, Jr.

11 Sequence of eight
12 Tedious business
13 Municipal conduit
18 Guy
23 Words before sight

and mind
25 Ravines

26 Dieter’s unit
28 NASCAR’s

Yarborough
29 Ice cream ingredient
30 Computer network

terminal
32 Sunflower part
35 Marks of failure
37 Preconceived
38 __-de-camp
39 Fox’s title
41 Actress Georgia
42 Singer Randy
47 Rejects vehemently
49 Makes more

animated
50 Racer’s reward
51 Native New

Zealander
52 Boorish
54 Keyed in
57 Disney sci-fi movie
58 DCCLI doubled
60 Luge
61 Annapolis inst.
64 Stretch of time
65 Part of GTE
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

A dog’s life

HPV vaccine offered only up to age 26
Dear Dr. Roach: I would

like a clear reason why older
women who are not infected
with HPV are not offered the
HPV vaccination.

I am a 65-year-old woman
who was married close to 40
years. My spouse died six
years ago. He was my only
partner my entire life, until
his death.

I verified through my OB/
GYN that I was HPV-nega-
tive until recently. I am in a
monogamous relationship
with a gentleman I met two
years ago.

Before we began our rela-
tionship, he agreed to a full
exam and was tested for AIDS,
etc.

All tests were negative.
However, I am now positive
for HPV and am not happy.
Why was I not offered the vac-
cine? Should I get a hysterec-
tomy, even though my doctor
has performed a colposcopy,
which shows no adverse tis-
sue at this time? — D.F.

The most recent data on
the HPV vaccine shows con-
tinued protection for women
who were immunized at the
recommended age (11-13) from
the HPV infections that lead
to cervical cancer.

I strongly recommend this
vaccine, which also may pro-
tect against other HPV-related
cancers, for both males and
females. It may be given up
to age 26.

There is no data, as far as I
can find, about the safety and
effectiveness of the vaccine
for a 65-year-old woman.

Most women in their 60s
already have been exposed to
the virus, which would make
the vaccine much less effec-
tive, if at all. (That’s why it’s
recommended to be given to
boys and girls before the onset
of sexual activity.)

My guess is that for those

few women who have not
already been exposed to the
virus, it is likely to be effec-
tive and unlikely to be harm-
ful.

However, the risk of devel-
oping cervical cancer is very
small, and regular screening
tests almost certainly are
more cost-efficient in older
women.

The vaccine is not indicated
for women over 26 by the Food
and Drug Administration,
meaning it would be given
“off-label” at the discretion of
your physician.

A woman in your situation
certainly would have to pay
for it out of pocket (about $600
in the United States).

As far as hysterectomy,
that is not appropriate at this
time.

Most women get over the
infection without treatment,
and you should follow up as
your doctor recommends.

Our booklet on vaginal
infections covers HPV and its

treatment. Readers can order
a copy by writing:

Dr. Roach
Book No. 1203
628 Virginia Dr.
Orlando, FL 32803.
Enclose a check or money

order (no cash) for $4.75
U.S./$6. Can. with the recip-
ient’s printed name and
address.

Please allow four weeks for
delivery.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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Conceptis Sudoku

DR. KEITH ROACH
TO YOUR GOOD HEALTH

Dr. Roach regrets that
he is unable to answer
individual letters, but
will incorporate them in
the column whenever
possible. Readers may
email questions to
ToYourGoodHealth@med.
cornell.edu or request an
order form of available
health newsletters at 628
Virginia Dr., Orlando, FL
32803. Health newsletters
may be ordered from www.
rbmamall.com.
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