
Answer below

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 Reader’s deck
6 Flap
9 V.P. Agnew

14 Extreme suffering
15 Talk sweetly
16 Moved the dinghy
17 1965 Frank Sinatra

movie
20 Estimated the value

of
21 Hawk wares
25 Drive forward
29 Six-time U.S. Open

champion
30 Half a bikini
33 Military adversary
34 Donate
35 Large African

antelopes
37 Front of a shoe
38 Ready to get back

up
41 Ran into
42 Conan or Pat
43 Radar spot
45 Sluggish
47 Letters of distress
48 Grade school

quintet
49 Relaxing
51 “Thanatopsis”

poet
52 Type of X-ray
56 Finally, though also

important
63 Central Florida

city
64 Slot-filler
65 Infielder’s bobble

66 Did needlepoint
67 Be indebted to
68 Frayed

DOWN
1 Brown in the sun
2 Back then
3 Howard or Wood
4 Unspecified

individual
5 “Romeo and Juliet”

character
6 Play divisions
7 Overdo the TLC
8 Circus-goers’

cries
9 Most temperate

10 Absolution
11 401(k) alternative
12 Excite
13 Lyrical piece
18 Put to work
19 Mind reading
21 Cribbage

scorekeeper
22 Obvious
23 Loyal fan
24 Detective Nancy
26 1968 Julie Christie

movie
27 Feeling
28 Detergent ingredient

30 Smudges
31 This compared to

that
32 Boleyn and Bancroft
35 Tidal movement
36 Put on
39 Pretty good
40 Wedding-vow

directive
41 Farrow of

“Rosemary’s Baby”
44 Deposit
46 Discompose
48 ID band
50 Grounded bird
51 Louisville Slugger
53 Klemperer or

Preminger
54 Work on a bone,

dog-style
55 Judge’s attire
56 Spanish article
57 Top pitcher
58 Workbench cutter
59 Hurler’s stat
60 Impressive skill
61 Drunkard
62 Test out
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

Signaling priorities

Medical records can contain false info
Dear Dr. Roach: I was a

registered nurse for more
than 45 years, and I admit
that I am old-school. I spe-
cialized in emergency-room
and cardiac care. I always
ask for copies of my office
notes and test results for my
records, and I see a frighten-
ing trend among physicians.
In the past five years, I have
seen a surgeon, a cardiolo-
gist, an orthopedic surgeon
and an emergency-room phy-
sician. All four of these phy-
sicians documented physical
findings, such as “abdomen
soft and nontender,” “normal
eye, ear, femoral pulses, pedal
pulses and reflexes,” without
ever examining me.

Most doctors’ offices and
hospitals have patient portals
online where you can read
your records and test results,
and print them. My insurance
company has access to my
health records. Any one of
these doctors could miss vital
information because they did

not examine the patient. I have
no problem with an orthope-
dic doctor not checking my
ENT or abdomen when I am
complaining of knee pain,
but I DO have a problem with
them falsifying my medical
records by entering physical
findings for systems they did
not examine. — M.M.

I, too, am “old-school” and
feel that patients deserve the
physical exam appropriate for
their situation. What’s more
important, documenting
physical findings that weren’t
actually done is fraudulent,
and even worse, can lead to
errors in your medical care.

I don’t excuse these behav-
iors in any way, but I do think
that they are very easy to
make when using electronic
medical systems that enable a
physician to document a com-

plete exam with all normal
findings with a single click.
These systems are great for
helping with billing, but have
potential for abuse.

If you find an error in
your medical record (and I
do recommend looking at the
information via patient por-
tal), then you should bring it
up with the physician, who
should amend the record.

Dear Dr. Roach: I have
had elevated liver enzymes
for about a year now. Every
blood test shows that my ALT
is 48 U/L and my AST is 51
U/L. My doctor had me get an
ultrasound of my liver, and
it looks good. I also had a CT
of my pancreas, which looks
good. I am a 62-year-old female
with a BMI of 31.5 and a waist
circumference of 38. I am 5
feet, 10 inches tall. Could this
be cancer at its earliest stage?
Cancer is prevalent in my
immediate family. Please shed
some light on this. — J.B.S.

In most labs, the ALT and
AST (commonly obtained tests
of liver function whose lev-
els are increased with many
kinds of damage to liver cells)
have an upper range of nor-
mal for women of about 35,
so your degree of elevation
is very mild. Your body mass
(31) and waist circumfer-
ence (38 inches) put you into
the “overweight” range, and
I suspect that a lot of your
excess weight is in your abdo-
men. These put you at risk
for fatty liver, which I think
is the most common cause of
elevated liver enzymes. Very
mild amounts of fatty liver
might not have been picked up
by the ultrasound.

There are many, many other
causes. Alcohol use, viral
hepatitis, many medications,
celiac disease, hemochroma-
tosis and alpha-1 antitrypsin
deficiency deserve consider-
ation. I can’t tell you that it’s
impossible that you have early
cancer, but it’s unlikely.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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