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Walkingmy
dog teaches
me about life
and business

My dog and I headed
out for a walk on a
gorgeous September
day in Maine. Our

path took us through the
woods and along the shoreline
on the Down
East coast. We
were in a re-
mote area
with no peo-
ple, dogs or
cars, so I al-
lowed him to
go without his
leash.

Watching
him as he
walked and
explored re-
minded me of some valuable
life and leadership lessons.

There is more than one
way to get there

We faced some challenges,
often in the form of steep
rocks, slippery seaweed or
wet marshy woods. I would
choose a path to get around
them and he would take a
completely different route.
The results were the same.
We both got to where we need-
ed to go — just in our own
way.

I was reminded that just be-
cause I choose to go one way
doesn’t mean there aren’t
other ways to get to the same
goal. If you manage a team of
people, keep this in mind
when leading others toward
achieving goals. Be open to al-
lowing them to find their own
way to get there.

Weall bring different
skills to problem solving

As I watched my dog on our
walk, I realized that most of
the time his nose was to the
ground. Dogs have a keen
sense of smell and he em-
ployed it to take us to where
we wanted to go and to sniff
out who or what might have
been there before us.

I employed sight and hear-
ing to see where we wanted to
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Oakfieldwind farmgoingonline
BY JOSEPH CYR AND JEN LYNDS
BDN STAFF

Nearly eight years after de-
velopers first proposed
erecting wind turbines on
the hills of Oakfield, a $369

million renewable energy project
has been completed.

All 48 3-megawatt Vestas tur-
bines are up and will be online by
the end of the month, according to
Peter Garrett, superintendent of
the Oakfield wind project for
SunEdison Inc.

“The turbines are now going on-
line and three of the four circuits
are now energized,” Garrett said
during a tour of the wind farm on
Sept. 9. “Within the next couple of
weeks, people should be able to see
all of the turbines making power.”

Situated about 2.5 miles from
the center of Oakfield in southern
Aroostook, the turbines will be
capable of generating a total of al-
most 150 megawatts of power,
which has been contracted to
companies in Massachusetts.

The massive turbines, which
stand 456 feet tall from base to
blade tip at the highest point, have
the capacity to produce energy to
power more than 50,000 homes. A
total of 500 acres were cleared for
the wind farm, making it the larg-
est such project in the state to date.

Electricity generated from the
turbines will be transmitted along
a 59-mile line to a substation in
Chester, near Lincoln.

“This project has gone very
well and we are slightly ahead of
schedule,” Garrett said. “At our
peak we had about 200 employees
a day, totalling 390,000 man
hours on this project. We expect
to be fully operational within the
next month.”

Construction began in Decem-
ber 2013 and involved nearly 900
employees over the subsequent
months, predominantly sub-con-
tractors, many of whom were
local workers. Those workers
were busy building new roads and
the electrical collection system
and creating the bases for the tur-
bines. Many of the roads that
were built during the construc-
tion phase will be closed and re-
seeded to a natural state, leaving
no trace of the building stage.

Garrett said that during con-
struction, crews regularly saw a
multitude of wildlife, ranging
from deer to rabbits and birds.

“The wildlife really seems to
adjust to us,” he said. “They are
always here when we are work-
ing.”

Thomas Frazier of Island Falls,
a wind farm support specialist,
was one of the many local resi-
dents employed by the project.

Frazier worked with many of the
subcontractors and environmen-
talists who came on site to do bird
and bat studies.

“Being able to come back to my
hometown and work on a project
of this caliber has given me a
good feeling of pride,” he said.

The project began with First
Wind, which originally was grant-
ed permission from the town and
DEP for 34 turbines along Sam
Drew Mountain in September
2009. Construction was pushed off,
however, when the Martha A.
Powers Land Trust challenged the
project in court on a number of is-
sues, including what it considered
inadequate sound level restric-
tions. That legal challenge ended
when the Maine Supreme Judicial
Court rejected the land trust’s last
appeal in March 2011.

After construction was well un-
derway, SunEdison bought First
Wind for $2.4 billion in January
2015, acquiring with the purchase
the Oakfield project and the com-
pany’s five wind farms in opera-
tion in Maine — one in Mars Hill,
two sites on Stetson Mountain,
Rollins Wind near Lincoln and
Bull Hill Wind near Eastbrook in
Township 16.

“It has taken us a long time to
get to this point, so it is kind of a
thrill to see the project done and
the turbines up and running,”
said John Lamontagne, now a
spokesperson for SunEdison in
Boston, who has been with the
Oakfield project since the begin-
ning in 2008.

Notwithout its detractors
While supporters tout the bene-

fits of renewable energy, some
area residents have opposed the
project for a variety of reasons,
ranging from turbine noise to the
impact of the wind farm on the
rural scenery.

“I am still opposed to it and I
will never change my mind,” said
Donna Davidge of Island Falls, a
member of Protect Our Lakes, a
group formed three years ago to
fight the project.

Protect Our Lakes also opposed
the proposal in court, where the
group argued that the turbines
would spoil the views from Pleas-

ant and Mattawamkeag lakes,
which are important to the local
tourism economy. The organiza-
tion also suggested the turbines
could harm bats and eagles flying
too close to the blades.

“I am still trying to educate
people about wind turbines and
what they do not only in Oakfield,
but globally,” said Davidge, who
runs a yoga retreat in Island
Falls. “I feel that they are toxic. I
feel that they look terrible, and
that they make noise and I am
heartbroken to see them up there
spoiling our view like that.”

David Stewart, who lives in

8 years, $369million later, Southern Aroostook project is complete
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Turbines from SunEdison Inc.’s wind project in Oakfield can be seen from the public landing of Drew’s Lake
in New Limerick.
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A row of wind turbines located in Oakfield is visible from the play-
ground at Southern Aroostook Community School in neighboring Dyer
Brook. The structures, which each rise 456 feet from the base to the
highest point of an extended blade, can clearly be seen in Houlton,
about 20 miles away.

See Neuman, Page D8

See Oakfield, Page D7

Maine
jobless rate,
workforce
dip again
BY DARREN FISHELL
BDN STAFF

PORTLAND — Maine’s un-
employment rate continued to
fall in August, down to 4.5 per-
cent from 4.6 percent in July.

The continued decline in the
jobless rate made it the lowest
since April of 2007, when the
number of job seekers and esti-
mate of the state’s workforce
were at higher levels.

The latest figures estimate
there are 8,200 fewer job seek-
ers unable to find work, a num-
ber that mostly reflects a de-
cline in the number of people
looking for work and not an
increase in total employment.

The estimate of Mainers em-
ployed was barely changed in
August from one year ago,
down 113. The estimate of the
labor force had declined by
8,282.

The unemployment rate is
calculated from the difference
between employment and the
labor force estimates, divided
by the labor force estimate.
Maine’s labor force remains
estimated at a lower level than
at the pit of the recession, in
late 2009, when employment
bottomed out and the jobless
rate hit 8.3 percent.

The estimate of nonfarm
payroll jobs continued to rise
in August, posting gains of
6,500 from one year ago.

The slight decline in
Maine’s jobless rate came as
the national rate dropped to
5.1 percent from 5.3 percent in
July and 6.1 percent one year
earlier.

Maine’s jobless rate was
higher than New Hampshire
and Vermont (both 3.6 per-
cent) and lower than Massa-
chusetts (4.7 percent), Con-
necticut (5.3 percent) and
Rhode Island (5.6 percent).

Sporting goods store to open in Lincoln
BY NICK SAMBIDES JR.
BDN STAFF

LINCOLN — Alan Whitney grew
up in Lincoln doing what most Lin-
coln kids do: hunting, fishing and
camping. Now the 33-year-old former
Web developer is turning his lifelong
leisure pursuit into Lincoln’s newest
sporting goods business.

Whitney’s Outfitters will open
Sept. 25 in the 5,000-square-foot space
at 274 West Broadway once occupied
by Lincoln Color Center. As part of
the deal, Lincoln Color Center relo-
cated to an adjacent storefront in the
same building, which once housed a
thrift shop and, before that, a U.S.
Cellular office.

Whitney’s enterprise, which he
co-owns with his wife, Erica, is
among several new or recently re-
located stores on West Broadway
and Main Street. Ruth Birtz, the
town’s economic development coor-
dinator, said during a recent inter-
view that Johnson Florist Shop, at
34 West Broadway, is reopening
under new ownership.

The Frugal Frog consignment
store moved from 100 West Broad-
way to the former Lincoln Jeweler
storefront at 46 Main St. The Frugal
Frog and Possibilities Gift and
Home, 49 Main St., are among sev-
eral downtown businesses that
have repainted or remodeled their
facades, Birtz said.

West Broadway and Main Street
still have several unoccupied store-
fronts. They include the former cen-
tral office of RSU 67, the public school
district that serves Chester, Lincoln
and Mattawamkeag, at 57 Main St.,
and the former Sears Hometown
Store at 213 West Broadway. School
officials moved the central office to
the campus of Ella P. Burr School, or
25 Reed Drive, last month.

Whitney’s Outfitters will primarily
cater to hunters, fishermen and camp-
ers, with sections of it devoted to
tents, paddling equipment, and hun-
dreds of rifles and handguns. Whit-
ney was among four Whitney’s Outfit-
ters employees stocking shelves and
building a front walkway and stair-
case at the store on Thursday. He

said he looks forward to opening.
“Lincoln hasn’t had something

like this in this area for a long time,
and we really wanted to serve this
area, serve local sportsmen,” Whit-

ney said Thursday. “I think Lincoln
is turning into something of a hub for
a lot of the surrounding towns. Peo-
ple come here. I really believe we are
going to get a lot of traffic.”
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Building co-owner Blaine Whitney unpacks merchandise at Whitney’s
Outfitters of Lincoln on Thursday.

Maine led nation for organic farm gains since 2008
BY DARREN FISHELL
BDN STAFF

PORTLAND — New numbers
from the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture show Maine added the most
organic farms of any state in the
country from 2008 to 2014.

The USDA’s Organic Survey indi-
cates Maine gained an estimated 138
new organic farms over the seven-
year period, a time when more
young people have taken to farming
land in the nation’s oldest state.

The latest survey estimates that

there were 517 organic farms in the
state in 2014, including those that
are certified organic and those that
are exempt from certification be-
cause they sell less than $5,000 an-
nually in organic products.

Officials from the Maine Organic
Farmers and Gardeners Associa-
tion told the Bangor Daily News
earlier this week they currently
inspect about 472 certified organic
farms in the state. Some farmers
are foregoing formal certification,
finding the requirements too oner-
ous to justify the expense.

By the rate of growth, Maine
ranked sixth among all states, with
the number of organic farms rising
about 36 percent over the period.
But by the total number of new
farms added, Maine outpaced fast-
est-growing Indiana, which added
134 organic farms, according to the
2014 Organic Survey.

The same survey shows that rev-
enues have surged in recent years
for organic farms, jumping 18 per-
cent from 2008 to 2012 and leaping
by nearly half, to $54.1 million, in
the two years from 2012 to 2014.

Acreage more than doubled, rising
from 28,265 acres in 2008 to 58,443
acres in 2014.

About half that new acreage in
Maine was owned by the operators,
and the other half leased or rented
from someone else, according to the
2014 survey.

Maine sales from 2008 to 2012
were up 77 percent, just outpacing a
national rise in sales of 72 percent.

At the national level, about 63
percent of organic farms reported
selling to wholesale markets instead
of selling directly to consumers.


