
Answer below

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell

Scrabble SolutionThe Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams

ACROSS
1 Piper’s son of

rhyme
4 1990-92 French

Open Champion
9 __ Apso

14 Big lug
15 Mrs. Ralph

Kramden
16 Perceived by the

ear
17 Journey song
20 Leg punch
21 Vegetable in gumbo
22 Conductor

Stokowski
26 Fleck
31 Miss a step
32 Tyrannic Roman

emperor
34 Winter driving

hazard
35 Lines for movies
38 Ponte Vecchio’s

river
39 Presidential address
43 Israeli round dance
44 Repeating
45 Upright
47 Moore of

“Disclosure”
48 Hardly any
51 Silver serving

pieces
54 Mrs. Costanza of

“Seinfeld”
56 Drop dramatically
58 Sweater-girl Turner
59 Birthplace
66 Profoundly

disturbing

67 Abrasive
mineral

68 First grade

69 Garden perennial
70 Zellweger of “Jerry

Maguire”
71 Give silent assent

DOWN
1 Fishing gear
2 One with two cents

to put in?
3 Shooting star
4 __ Paulo
5 Sprite
6 Set aflame
7 Sound reply?
8 Goes after
9 Tropical porches

10 Embrace
11 Is plural?
12 ‘’My Gal __’’
13 Gore and Franken
18 Slangy okay
19 Gallery work
23 A single time
24 Playwright Jones
25 Snow mound
27 Word after power or

rubber
28 Roz on “Frasier”
29 Jokester Jay

30 British school
33 __ out (declined)
35 Musial and Getz
36 Proverbial crowd
37 Dress lines
39 Injection
40 Manner of speaking
41 Scope of operation
42 Motel room, e.g.
46 With manual

skill
48 Wine vessel with a

lid
49 Weather

phenomenon
50 Freed from a habit
52 Viscous liquid
53 Craftier
55 NFLer Manning
57 Togo’s capital
59 Ceiling
60 Be obligated to
61 E.T. craft
62 Whoopi in “Sister

Act”
63 Wetland
64 Cal. neighbor
65 Deli loaf
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

Offsetting errors

Seek second opinion before a decision
Dear Dr. Roach: I was

diagnosed with endometrial
cancer about seven weeks ago.
I had a complete hysterectomy
four weeks ago.

The pathology report came
back as “Stage 1, Grade 3, size
4.5 cm undifferentiated car-
cinoma with myoinvasion of
under 50 percent, clear lymph
nodes and margins.”

My case was discussed at a
tumor board, and at my two-
week check-in with the sur-
geon/oncologist we went over
a plan for treatment.

He suggested internal radi-
ation and three chemo ses-
sions due to the size and grade
of the tumor.

Following that appoint-
ment, I met with my previ-
ous oncologist to discuss my
tamoxifen medication, which
I have been taking for five
years, since breast cancer
treatment.

The second oncologist had
a difference of opinion, stat-
ing that he would recommend

the internal radiation but no
chemotherapy.

He believes the tamoxifen
was the cause of the uterine
cancer, which is another dif-
ference of opinion between
the two oncologists.

I am very conflicted and
wondering how to decide on
whether to do the additional
chemo treatment. — C.R.

I usually advise patients to
seek a second opinion before
making a critical medical
decision, such as surgery or
chemotherapy, if time per-
mits.

When provided with two
opinions of equal weight, I
will sometimes recommend
getting a third opinion. In
your case, however, it doesn’t
seem to me that the two
opinions here are of equal
weight.

The first opinion is the
consensus of a tumor board,
which usually includes
surgeons, oncologists, radia-
tion oncologists, diagnostic
radiologists, pathologists,
surgical nurses and pharma-
cologists.

I would recommend you
give greater weight to the
combined expertise of the
group, as both common sense
and studies have shown that a
recommendation by consen-
sus of experts is more likely
to be correct than that from a
single individual.

Of course, this is not always
the case, but it is so frequent-
ly that I would give greater
weight to the panel.

I am neither a gynecologic
nor a medical oncologist, and
my opinion in your specific
case is worth little; however,
the standard of care for most
women with endometrial can-
cer has been to include che-
motherapy.

Finally, endometrial can-

cers caused by tamoxifen (a
compound with some estro-
gen and some anti-estrogen
characteristics) tend to be
well-differentiated, and yours
is undifferentiated, which
makes me, as a nonexpert,
lean toward more aggressive
therapy.

If you aren’t sure, I would
find a gynecologic oncologist,
since they are the real experts
in deciding whether chemo-
therapy gives additional ben-
efit to the planned radiation
after what sounds like suc-
cessful surgery.

Questions about breast
cancer and its treatment are
found in the booklet on that
subject. To obtain a copy,
write: Dr. Roach — No. 1101,
628 Virginia Dr., Orlando, FL
32803.

Enclose a check or money
order (no cash) for $4.75 U.S./$6
Can. with the recipient’s
printed name and address.
Please allow four weeks for
delivery.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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