
Answer below

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 Between-meals

snack
5 Take in pants, for

example
10 Masticate
14 Chamber grouping
15 Wide-eyed
16 Solemn promise
17 Present time
19 Faithful
20 Country bumpkin
21 Input
23 Disgrace
26 Rakish hat
27 Symbols
28 Shortened greetings
29 1946-52 N.L.

home-run leader
32 Blunted blade
33 Bread roll
34 Pointer
35 Make up facts
36 Origins
38 Temporary

fascination
39 Add a hand
41 Stitch up
42 Scruff
43 Sit-com pioneer

Desi
44 Cold War letters
45 Velvety, as

vegetation
46 Termination of

existence
48 Knitted shoe
49 Needlelike
51 Gulf of the

Mediterranean

52 Ring around a
castle

53 First couple

58 Different
59 Bound map

collection
60 Extremely dry
61 No votes
62 Pocket change
63 Kissers

DOWN
1 Extreme degree
2 Magnetite or

hematite
3 Knight’s address
4 Cornmeal

concoction
5 Irritate
6 “Shane” star Alan
7 Sort of soldier or

hat?
8 Calls forth
9 End widowhood

10 Social circle
11 Stringently enforced
12 Pincushion

alternative
13 Say __!
18 Charity for the poor
22 Oxen couplers

23 Infamous
shoe-collector

24 Inventor of
logarithms

25 Casual
26 Artful management
28 Attila, e.g.
30 Pass by
31 Overnight flight
33 London bell
34 Original
36 Gadget
37 Mermaid’s home
40 Ophelia’s brother
42 Around lunchtime
44 Familiar with
45 Lamenting sound
47 Physicist Newton
48 Blatant

self-assurance
49 Prayer ender
50 Pop
51 Middle East

kingdom
54 Boxer Muhammad
55 Significant period
56 B.M.O.C.
57 Mag. staffers
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

‘A’ for attitude

Pneumonia vaccine guidelines clarified
Dear Dr. Roach: I have a

question regarding the new
pneumonia vaccine Prevnar
for my grandmother. She had
the Pneumovax 23 in 2012 (she
is in her 80s).

Should she get Prevnar
13? She is relatively healthy,
except for very mild asthma
and seasonal allergies. I’m
totally confused! — A.P.

The two pneumonia vac-
cines are a little bit confus-
ing, even for us health-care
professionals.

The current recommen-
dation from the Advisory
Committee on Immunization
Practices is to get the PCV13
(Prevnar) at age 65, fol-
lowed by a dose of PPSV23
(Pneumovax) six to 12 months
later.

Adults over 18 also should
receive these two vaccines
if they have a condition that
compromises the immune sys-
tem or have no spleen or an
abnormally functioning one,

spinal fluid leaks or cochlear
implants.

Many people already have
had the Pneumovax. Anyone
over 65 (or with any of the
above conditions) who already
had the Pneumovax but who
hasn’t yet had the Prevnar
should get the Prevnar, but
at least one year should have
gone by between the two vac-
cines.

The Pneumovax alone is
recommended for adults 19-64
with chronic heart or lung
diseases, diabetes, excess alco-
hol use, chronic liver disease
or a history of smoking.

Only people with no func-
tioning spleen or with immune
system disease need a booster
Pneumovax, given five years
after the first dose.

Dear Dr. Roach: My
domestic partner’s body heat

is always very warm. We keep
our home at 75 degrees, and
she complains that the house
is too hot.

Even at night when I touch
her, I can feel the heat on her
body.

Is this normal? What do
you think might be causing
this to happen?

She is in her mid-60s.
— C.B.

It is not at all abnormal for
people to have different tem-
peratures at which they feel
comfortable, and 75 degrees is
on the warm side of comfort
for many.

One way that our bod-
ies regulate temperature
is through blood flow to the
extremities.

When the blood vessels
are open, the person will
feel quite warm to the touch,
and when trying to conserve
heat, the skin feels cold and
clammy (which I have always
found an odd expression,

because clams are normally
cold).

If she is really bothered by
it, it might be worth think-
ing about two common medi-
cal issues: hyperthyroidism
and vasomotor instability of
menopause.

In hyperthyroidism,
the entire metabolism is
enhanced, so the person is
warm all the time. A simple
blood test can confirm this
diagnosis.

In a woman in her 60s, it
is common to have periods of
vasomotor instability, usually
called hot flashes.

In these, the blood ves-
sels open up and the woman
becomes uncomfortably hot
for a few minutes.

It is possible that one of
these could be happening for
your partner.

However, sometimes varia-
tions in normal physiol-
ogy can fool the physician
into thinking there is a prob-
lem.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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