
Answer below

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 Comparison word
5 Ski-slope devices

10 Card game for three
14 Aniseed-flavored

liqueur
15 Reddish brown
16 Peacock

constellation
17 X-legged?
19 Star in Bootes
20 Black Sea port
21 Uncomfortable
23 Hour past noon
24 Legal scholar

Guinier
26 Pose questions
27 Empire State

Building scaler
30 Mrs. in Madrid
33 Mean-spirited
36 Air quality grp.
37 “The Man” of

baseball
38 Sulking ones
40 Prone to uneven

play
42 Globes
43 Comic squeal
45 Rupture
46 Zero
47 Suicidal pilot
49 Exclamation of

triumph
51 Barcelona baby boy
52 Tampa sch.
55 Seizes control
59 Japanese-American
61 Workplace injury

grp.
62 Cole Porter musical

64 Chowder fish
65 Wonderland heroine
66 Equal: Fr.

67 Coop residents
68 Pleasure craft
69 Burpee kernel

DOWN
1 Setting of “Lost in

Translation”
2 Chinese province
3 Class of organic

compounds
4 Night: pref.
5 Tongue-clicking

sound
6 Annette of “Being

Julia”
7 Monkeyish
8 Cambodian cash
9 Thompson of

“Family”
10 Infiltrators
11 Landlocked Asian

nation
12 Ms. Gardner and

others
13 Rushed
18 Legendary Tiger
22 Running game
25 Violin-maker Amati
27 Young foxes

28 Wife of Saturn
29 Patriot Hale
31 Drink of the Middle

East
32 Writer Seton
33 On top of
34 Purple seaweed
35 Marco Polo’s host in

China
37 Dried up
39 Theologian’s sch.
41 Change postal

maps
44 Gestural
47 Egyptian souls
48 Cherry brandy
50 Coin-toss call
52 Custom
53 Bristles
54 Ballpark
55 “__ .0”
56 1975 Wimbledon

champion
57 Sounds good to

me
58 Vanuatu’s capital
60 Eisenhower and

Clanton
63 NY opera house
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

Louie’s fortune cookie

Conflicting results can be frustrating
Dear Dr. Roach: In August

2014, my urologist ordered a
CT scan to confirm a possible
recurrence of kidney stones.
The stone results were nega-
tive; however, the printed scan
report described findings of
a small, low-density lesion in
the pancreas measuring 4.3
mm in the proximal tail.

In the past 11 months, my
gastroenterologisthasordered
two ultrasounds and two
MRCPs. All test results were
negative. He did not order
another CT scan because of
the radiation exposure.

Upon my suggestion, he
recently had two radiolo-
gists review a CD of the CT
scan, and neither could find
any indication of a pancre-
atic lesion. What’s going on?
— GM

It is very frustrating for
patients to be presented with
conflicting results, but it is far
more common than you might
realize.

There are two possibilities
here. The first is that you do
not have a pancreatic mass. In
that case, the initial review of
the CT scan must have been
wrong.

This is called a false-posi-
tive, because the scan had
a positive finding, a 4.3-mm
lesion, and false if it turns
out not to be true. CT scans
are very accurate for larger
tumors (greater than 20 mm
is a large tumor), if the scan is
done in a way to look specifi-
cally for pancreatic masses.

This probably wasn’t done,
since initially they were
looking for kidney stones.
However, it is much less accu-
rate for smaller masses. (For
comparison, a pencil eraser is
6 mm in diameter.) So 4.3 mm
is at a level where I would be
concerned about there being a
false-positive.

The fact that two radiolo-
gists reviewed it and couldn’t
find it makes a false-positive
very likely.

The second possibility is
that you do have a pancreatic
mass and all the other tests
were false-negatives.

This is unlikely: MRCP
(magnetic resonance chol-
angiopancreatography) is a
pretty good test, able to pick
up about 84 percent of masses
that turned out to be pancre-
atic cancers.

Ultrasound also is sensitive,
picking up 90 percent of such
lesions. I think it’s unlikely
that these both were repeat-
edly wrong, even considering
the small size of the possible
lesion.

It’s not possible to be 100
percent sure, but I think that
by far the more likely possibil-
ity is that the reading of the
original CT scan — probably
not the kind designed for find-
ing pancreatic masses — was
wrong.

READERS: The booklet
on asthma and its control
explains this illness in detail.
Readers can obtain a copy by
writing: Dr. Roach — No. 602,
628 Virginia Dr., Orlando, FL
32803.

Enclose a check or money
order (no cash) for $4.75 U.S./$6
Can. with the recipient’s
printed name and address.
Please allow four weeks for
delivery.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker

10/1Visit: ADailyCrossword.com

Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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Conceptis Sudoku

DR. KEITH ROACH
TO YOUR GOOD HEALTH

Dr. Roach regrets that
he is unable to answer
individual letters, but
will incorporate them in
the column whenever
possible. Readers may
email questions to
ToYourGoodHealth@med.
cornell.edu or request an
order form of available
health newsletters
at 628 Virginia Dr.,
Orlando, FL 32803.
Health newsletters may
be ordered from www.
rbmamall.com.
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