
Answer below

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 Spot of land
5 Secret store

10 Gang follower?
14 Spick-and-span
15 Forbidden thing
16 City south of

Moscow
17 Anglican cathedral

city
19 Marshes
20 Acid neutralizer
21 Own up
23 Code-breaking org.
24 Balin and Claire
27 Scored two under

par
30 Moving to and fro
32 __ had it!
33 Solar circuit
36 March and Roach
37 __ B’rith
38 Hotel’s offerings
39 “Wheel of Fortune”

purchase
40 Listens to
41 Element in a Latin

conjugation
42 Italian wine region
43 Map in a map
44 Saul’s uncle
45 Gnu or oribi, e.g.
47 Large shorebird
49 Shakespearean

verb
50 That man
53 “A Generation of

Vipers” writer

55 Treat with a certain
antiseptic

57 Somali supermodel

59 Old dance
62 Potter’s oven
63 Slalom turns
64 “Finding __”
65 BPOE word
66 Medieval note
67 Part of USTA

DOWN
1 Of early Peruvians
2 Elite Navy unit
3 Sri __
4 Blues singer James
5 Puppet’s lifeline
6 Bar check
7 __ Simbel
8 Carolina rail
9 Tomboys

10 1953 Jane Wyman
movie

11 Multi-hooked
devices

12 Med. printout
13 “Treasure Island”

auth.
18 T.S. and George
22 Ish

25 Filled with horror
26 Sloping
28 Escape cleverly
29 Believer in God
30 Henson and Nabors
31 Philippines port
33 Borneo ape, briefly
34 Lover with a roving

eye
35 Beachfront way
37 Nota __
40 Outkast genre
42 Injected toxin
45 Not feel well
46 Vain
48 Ed and Early
50 Netherworld
51 Newspaper bits
52 Subatomic particle
54 Simplicity
56 Carvey of “SNL”
57 Candidate to like?
58 One thousandth of

an inch
60 Shaq’s alma mater
61 NASA’s moon

vehicle
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

Heads or tails?

Determining which flu vaccine is best
Dear Dr. Roach: For the

2015-2016 flu season, we find
a trivalent vaccine (three
influenza virus), quadrivalent
vaccine (four influenza virus)
and high-dose trivalent rec-
ommended for seniors 65 and
older. I would like your opin-
ion on the best choice. Why
do they still supply the triva-
lent when the quad protects
against four flu viruses? The
high-dose trivalent is only for
seniors, but the quad seems to
be a better choice. This is con-
fusing; please help us under-
stand. — J.H.

Let me preface my answer
by saying that any influenza
vaccine will provide some
protection against flu.

There actually are six dif-
ferent types of FDA-approved
flu vaccines available for the
2015-2016 season. In addi-
tion to the three you men-
tion (standard- and high-dose
trivalent and quadrivalent),
there also are two trivalent

vaccines made without eggs
(particularly useful for those
with an egg allergy); an intra-
dermal vaccine that uses a
tiny needle (90 percent small-
er than regular needles) for
people who really don’t like
shots; and, unlike all other
flu vaccines (which are inac-
tivated virus), a live attenu-
ated vaccine given via a nasal
spray, which may be better in
children, and is approved only
for ages 2-49.

If you do have a choice, I
would recommend the high-
dose trivalent for those over
65, and the quadrivalent for
those under 65, unless you fall
into one of the special situa-
tions above.

Dear Dr. Roach: I had my
spleen removed many years
ago, for a rare form of severe
anemia. The operation was a

success. I have my pneumonia
shot every five years. In a pre-
vious column, you mentioned
a meningitis shot; how often
should you get that one? Also,
I would like to know where to
get a medical alert bracelet
for “splenectomy.” — H.M.P.

It sounds like you had a
form of autoimmune hemo-
lytic anemia, which has been
treated by splenectomy for
many years (it was originally
suggested as a treatment by
a medical student). The men-
ingitis vaccine is given as a
two-shot series for people age
2 through 55. A booster dose
is recommended every five
years.

There are several compa-
nies that make medical alert
bracelets, and your doctor
might have information in her
or his office. Two large ones
are Medical Alert Foundation
at 800-432-5378 (800-668-1507
in Canada) and American
Medical ID at 800-363-5985.

Dear Dr. Roach: I’m an 80-
year-old woman who recently
developed an itchy rash and
right-sided chest pains radi-
ating to the back. An EKG
was fine. I had my gallbladder
removed in the 1990s, and a
CT scan showed that the sur-
gical clips had migrated. Is
this dangerous? Should they
be removed? — S.T.

I found many case reports
of surgical clip migration
after surgery, despite the fact
that several papers say the
phenomenon is rare. It has
been reported 14 years after
the surgery, and yours seems
like it may be even longer. In
some cases, the clips caused
inflammation of the liver and
bile ducts. I doubt this is the
cause of your symptoms, but
I do think it is worth a visit
to your surgeon. Very often,
the clips don’t cause any
problems, but I can’t answer
whether it’s a problem for
you.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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