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NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 First light
5 Nevada destination
9 Film-critic Roger

14 Great Lakes port
15 U.A.E. word
16 Refuse
17 Statistical image
20 President after Polk
21 NASA’s ISS partner
22 Culp/Cosby TV

series
23 Bled in the wash
25 Fractions of a joule
27 Like fellow feeling
32 Feeling regret
36 Wasteland
37 Yuletide tune
39 100 square meters
40 Elementary

encyclopedia
44 Paranormal insight
45 Greets the day
46 __-do-well
47 Took a breather
49 Racy humor
52 Cones’ companions
54 Slippery catch
55 Song for a diva
58 Spanish article
60 Snacked
65 Elton John title
68 Award show host
69 In __ of
70 Alan of “M*A*S*H”
71 Tire in the trunk
72 Box to train
73 Like busybodies

DOWN
1 Plastic money
2 Type of rug or code

3 Foxy
4 Jodie Foster

movie
5 Gung-ho
6 Significant time

period
7 Back part of the

neck
8 XXX large
9 Common list-ender

10 Contusion
11 Still wet behind

the __
12 Invitation acronym
13 People in general
18 Classify
19 Lawyer in the

Scopes trial
24 Shaving mishaps
26 Seaside scavenger
27 Glowing coal
28 __ Jaw,

Saskatchewan
29 Rear decks of

ships
30 Genesis boat

31 Chairmaker
33 Washed-out
34 Inciter
35 On guard
38 Perez of “White

Men Can’t Jump”
41 Popular cookie
42 Countrified violin
43 Photo blowup
48 Merchant
50 Academy Award

winner of 1959
51 Natural burn soother
53 Windmill blades
55 Suit toppers
56 Freeway entrance
57 Ancient Peruvian
59 Slight person
61 Graceful fowl
62 Hawaiian seaport
63 Finishes
64 “Saving Private

Ryan” event
66 Peggy or Spike
67 Darjeeling or Earl

Grey
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

Virtue of patience

Advice for managing statin side effects
Dear Dr. Roach: I’m a 76-

year-old male with a heart con-
dition. I had a double bypass
11 years ago and a stent put
in two years ago. Apparently,
I’m allergic to statins. My side
effects have included muscle
pain, memory glitches, fuzzy
thinking, severe joint pain,
fatigue, etc. The last statin I
took (Crestor) was the worst,
with muscle aches and fatigue
persisting even after quitting
it three months ago.

My doctor wants me to
get back on a statin, but I
question the wisdom of this
recommendation. Also, at my
age, medication side effects
seem to be magnified. Any
recommendations you may
have would be appreciated. I
exercise daily and am very
careful with my diet. — B.E.

For people with known
blockages in their arteries,
statin-type drugs consistently
have been shown to reduce
risk of future heart attacks,

strokes and overall risk of
death. For this reason, I under-
stand your doctor’s desire that
you give a statin another try.
While I would wait until all
the side effects of the Crestor
are gone, for a person in your
situation I would try either
pravastatin or fluvastatin, as
these are the least likely to
cause side effects. In some
people, coenzyme Q10 has
been successful in preventing
the muscle cramps that are a
common side effect of, but not
a true allergy to, statin drugs.

Unfortunately, some people
just cannot tolerate statins. In
that case, in addition to the
daily exercise and diet that
you are doing, I would con-
sider prescribing ezetimibe or
one of the brand-new inject-
able medicines. There is some
evidence showing that not
only do they reduce choles-

terol, but they reduce risk of
heart attacks in the future.

Dear Dr. Roach: In a recent
column, you mentioned that
a bleeding episode while on
the new blood thinners was
“irreversible.” Does this mean
that in spite of transfusions,
administering clotting agents
and withholding the medi-
cine, a patient would bleed
to death? How can a doctor
prescribe these with a clear
conscience, and how can they
even be on the market?

My husband takes Pradaxa.
Please explain. — K.M.

Indeed, there have been
cases of uncontrolled bleed-
ing while on Pradaxa and the
other similar medications.
As of November 2011, there
were 260 fatal bleeding cases
reported worldwide. Many
of these were bleeds into
the brain, which cannot be
treated with clotting factors
or transfusions.

However, it’s important to
recognize that the conditions
for which these medicines are
used, such as atrial fibrilla-
tion, cause stroke and death
if not treated. That risk of
stroke and death is reduced
with treatment, whether it’s
by Pradaxa or a newer medi-
cine, or by the older medicine
warfarin (Coumadin). Also,
the risk for bleeding into the
brain is less with Pradaxa
than it is with Coumadin
(Coumadin, however, can be
reversed with vitamin K or, in
an emergency, with plasma or
clotting factors). Since treat-
ment is better than no treat-
ment, these drugs are on the
market, despite the fact that
they will cause some people
serious harm.

I can prescribe medicines
like this with a clear con-
science ONLY if my patient
understands and accepts
these risks. It doesn’t sound
like that is the case with your
husband.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker

10/29Visit: ADailyCrossword.com

Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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