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Job website showcases life in Maine

New recruiting app for larger firms focuses on company, community profiles

BY DARREN FISHELL
BDN STAFF

PORTLAND — The 11,000-em-
ployee Eastern Maine Healthcare
System has a lot of recruiting
needs, and that’s likely to con-
tinue.

“We don’t have enough health
care workers in the state to actu-
ally fill all of the health care jobs
at this time,” Catherine MacLar-
en, the health care system’s vice
president of talent and diversity,
said. “And the forecasting is that
this will continue to be the case.”

MacLaren said managers
throughout the system look to
surrounding communities before
casting a wider net for job open-
ings.

Casting that wider net is part
of its strategy, and EMHS and
many other large employers in
Maine have signed onto an effort
they hope will make out-of-state
recruiting easier.

Ed McKersie, founder of re-
cruiting firm ProSearch and of
job listing website Jobs in ME,
has launched a new website called
“Live + Work in Maine.” The site
takes a new approach to advertis-
ing to job seekers, not by focusing
on jobs themselves but on compa-
ny and regional profiles.

“The last thing they want to do
is go through a listing of a bunch
of jobs,” McKersie said. “They
want to do some research on the
companies and employers and in
the area.”

McKersie said the site is aimed
mostly at large employers with
challenges attracting enough em-
ployees with the right skills.

“This market is too small to
find all of the qualified talent
that we need,” McKersie said.
“And what that’s led to some-

times is an employer saying
they’re going to have to move or
open a tech center in Boston. I
always say that you’ve got it
backwards.”

The site takes a
new approach to
advertising to job seekers,
not by focusing on jobs
themselves but on company
and regional profiles.

He said Maine has competitive
advantages for recruiting from
out of state, which he intends for
the new website to show.

The recruiting challenge goes
beyond health care. The bulk of
Maine’s working-age population
is nearing retirement, with a
smaller number of younger work-
ers trailing behind.

About 115 companies have list-
ings on the site, for which the
initial postings were free. McK-
ersie put up the money for the
site through ProSearch, he said,
and may eventually charge an
annual fee for listings.

Employers on the site span the
state, from S.W. Collins Co. in
Caribou to Hussey Seating in
North Berwick, with each em-
ployer tied to a range of different
search dimensions.

Those dimensions include re-
gional and local amenities or
allow a person to search for em-
ployers that are near “pastures
and farms,” “sandy beaches,”
have access to nearby fishing
and hiking or other attributes.

The focus is helping employers
introduce prospective employees to
the area and its amenities, which
can pose a recruiting challenge.

‘Suoorsa Stucies | Cenuist | Hewa & Feea | Mane Faca

CAREER MAP EMPLOYER DIRECTORY

ba e i ‘J-’

SEARCH BY CAREER

INDUSTRY REGION

SEARCH BY LIFESTYLE

SCEMERY RECREATHOMAL INTEREST
& s e
Brich i Centieitenes

PHOTO CREDIT

Screenshot of the website for “Live + Work in Maine."”

Even within the state, Ma-
cLaren said she sees the site
serving to introduce someone
from southern Maine to the west-
ern mountains or northern re-
gions, which she sees as helpful
to EMHS’ in-state and out-of-
state hiring.

“Our talent acquisition teams
view the website as a real re-
source for us when we are talk-
ing to people in the state and
across the country about what
it’s like to live and work in
Maine,” she said.

MacLaren said there are also
situations where a job candidate
is very interested in a position,
“but their partner is sort of
going, ‘what am I going to do?””

She hopes it will help make
sure an employee is the right fit
for a job before taking it by pro-
viding more information on
what it’s like to live in a specific
part of the state.

McKersie, who founded and
later sold JobsinME.com, said he

hopes the site can help address
those and other related recruit-
ing needs, such as giving a sense
of how “thick” the job market is
before prospective employees
make a big move.

“For the person that gets an
offer from Idexx or EMHS, they
say, ‘this is fantastic, but what if
it doesn’t work out?’” McKersie
said.

The site, he hopes, can help
answer that question by showing
major companies in related fields
that are in the area. That, he
said, could be useful to someone
later in a career who’s making a
major life change to move to
Maine or for people starting out
who’s interested in what they
might do after a 2 to 3 year stint.

“What I'm trying to do is kind
of grease the skids and create a
more transparent job market-
place for people who are cur-
rently here and then try to mar-
ket that out to people who aren’t
here yet,” McKersie said.
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Tim Hortons
closes at
least six
Maine stores

BY DARREN FISHELL
BDN STAFF

PORTLAND — Tim Hortons has
closed at least six of its restau-
rants around the state, though it’s
not clear how many people have
lost their jobs with the move.

Timothy Sardano, a special
projects manager with the Maine
Department of Labor, said the de-
partment is aware of two locations
that closed in South Portland, two
in Auburn and two others, in Lew-
iston and Augusta.

The Times Record also reported
that a franchise in Topsham closed.

The stores in Auburn both in-
cluded Pizza Hut locations, which
also are closed.

“At this stage we don’t have a
count of impacted employees from
these locations,” Sardano said in
an email Thursday.

Portland television station
WGME, CBS 13, reported Wednes-
day that the company confirmed it
decided to close locations in Maine
and New York, though the station
had only confirmed two store clo-
sures.

The state’s Department of Labor
announced Thursday that it had
arranged Rapid Response teams at
various locations to assist people
who have lost their jobs.

Tim Hortons is owned by the
same investors behind fast-food
chain Burger King. Restaurant
Brands Inc. acquired Tim Hortons
last year in a $11.1 billion deal.

S&P 500 scores
best week in
almost a year

BY NOEL RANDEWICH
REUTERS

Wall Street racked up a solid
week on Friday, with health care,
technology and consumer stock
making gains and investors look-
ing beyond a widely expected De-
cember interest rate hike.

The S&P 500 ended its strongest
week in almost a year, while the
Dow Jones industrial average
erased its year-to-date loss, led by
a 5.46 percent jump in Nike, which
announced a $12 billion share buy-
back and a 2-for-1 share split.

The sporting goods maker
helped send the consumer discre-
tionary sector up 1.23 percent,
making it the top gainer among
the 10 major S&P sectors.

Health care rose 0.74 percent,
led by Allergan’s 3.45 percent in-
crease. The drugmaker rose on re-
ports that the U.S. Treasury’s new
tax inversion rules were unlikely
to thwart its proposed deal with
Pfizer.

Minutes from the Fed’s October
meeting, released on Wednesday,
hardened expectations of a Decem-
ber interest rate hike and hinted at
a cautious approach after that.

Many on Wall Street believe that
raising rates next month will be
interpreted as a sign of confidence
in the U.S. economic recovery.

“There’s more risk now that if
they don’t raise in December, then
people will worry that we’re still
not out of the woods,” said Jerry
Braakman, chief investment offi-
cer at First American Trust, in
Santa Ana, California, which
manages $1 billion.

With little inflation on the hori-
zon, the Fed is likely to raise bor-
rowing costs only gradually next
year, which should help keep
Wall Street content, Braakman
said.

The Dow Jones industrial aver-
age rose 0.51 percent to end at
17,823.81 points and the S&P 500
gained 0.38 percent to 2,089.17.
The Nasdaq Composite added 0.62
percent to 5,104.92.

The S&P gained 3.3 percent for
the week, its best showing since
December.

The Dow rose 3.4 percent for
the week and the Nasdaq added
3.6 percent.

Next week is likely to see tepid
trading volume, with many inves-
tors taking time off for the
Thanksgiving holiday.

Alphabet, Google’s parent com-
pany, rose over 2 percent after
Reuters reported the company
was planning to launch the Chi-
nese version of its Google Play
smartphone app next year. The
stock was the biggest influence on
the S&P 500 and Nasdaq.

The S&P 500 index showed 32
new 52-week highs and nine new
lows, while the Nasdaq recorded
76 new highs and 81 new lows.



