
Answer below

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 Leave the bivouac
7 British actor Herbert

10 Skier’s tow
14 Captivate
15 Dockworkers’ org.
16 Floating platform
17 Post-WWII

generation member
19 Up to the job
20 Emphatic typeface:

abbr.
21 In a palpable

manner
23 Phone #
24 Solidify
25 Scanty
28 African lemur
31 Cheering sound
32 Fine-tune
35 All worked up
37 Sesame oil
38 EPA-banned

substance
39 Any part of JFK
40 Pummeled soundly
43 Can skip
45 Natl. League Braves
46 Infancy
48 Doggerel writer
50 Finnish twins?
51 Big galoot
54 Figure in the

Passion
57 Woody Guthrie’s

boy
58 Town on the Firth of

Lorn
60 Brooke Shields

movie

62 Automated: pref.
63 Shoe width
64 Brunch choice

65 __ Mawr College
66 Spigot
67 Overtakes

DOWN
1 Ledger entry
2 Related on the

mother’s side
3 Group of secret

plotters
4 __ nitrate
5 Unruly crowd
6 March with placards
7 Portray in words
8 Designer Cassini
9 Xylophone’s cousin

10 Musical refrain
11 Five-foot piano
12 __-CIO
13 Highway abbr.
18 Swearword
22 Former Tunisian

rulers
24 Pending starter?
26 Order pizza

delivered
27 Clark’s role of a

lifetime

28 Wall Street optimist
29 Hen
30 Colony builder
32 Battling
33 “A __ in the Family”
34 Hard candy
36 Neck and neck
38 Cotillion gal
41 German chief
42 Balcony railing
43 Unremitting
44 Goddess of the

dawn
47 Miami pros
49 Massenet opera
51 Grad school

examinations
52 Playwright Edward
53 Auto racer A.J. and

others
55 La __ Tar Pits
56 Pager signal
57 Vigoda and Lincoln
58 Spherical object
59 Qns. or Bx., e.g.
61 Singer Sumac
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

Holiday reading

‘Stomach flu’ actually is not influenza
Dear Dr. Roach: With the

flu season coming on, would
you please discuss the differ-
ence between what people call
the “stomach flu” and what
the flu really is? I have two
friends who last year said
they weren’t getting the flu
shot anymore because despite
having it, they got the flu.
They each described several
hours of throwing up, but
feeling better the next day. I
suggested that they probably
had a gastrointestinal episode
and not influenza, which is
a respiratory disease. They
insisted that they had the flu,
and they’d always learned that
the stomach flu is influenza
and the flu shot is meant to
prevent it. Since then I’ve spo-
ken to two others who believe
the same thing. — G.C.

You are right that there is
much confusion about what
influenza is. Influenza typical-
ly begins with sudden onset
of fever, headache, fatigue and

severe body and muscle aches.
Influenza occurs about two
days after exposure. There
also often are symptoms of
cough, sore throat and nasal
discharge, just as there are
with the common cold, but
the sudden onset, fever (com-
monly 100 to 104 degrees) and
muscle aches help distinguish
cold from flu.

Gastrointestinal symptoms
— such as nausea, vomiting
and diarrhea — are less com-
mon in influenza, and these
symptoms in absence of the
major manifestations listed
above makes the diagnosis of
flu very unlikely. In late fall
through early spring, some
diarrheal illnesses (mostly
viral) are common, but you
are correct that these are NOT
influenza.

The flu shot contains viral
proteins, not live influenza,

and it is incapable of caus-
ing the flu. Many people will
have a sore arm and some-
times mild fever and body
aches after a flu shot. This is
just part of the body’s reac-
tion, and it goes away by itself
within 24 hours. There is a
live influenza vaccine given
by nasal spray, which also gen-
erally has mild side effects.
This may be given to adults
under 50.

The flu shot is not perfect:
You still can get the flu after
receiving the shot. However,
the flu shot is effective at
reducing the most serious
cases of flu.

Dear Dr. Roach: Can you
please explain how an MRI
machine affects the pig-
ment in a tattoo? My friend’s
MRI procedure was stopped
because she was experienc-
ing a burning sensation at
her lower eyelids, which had
previously been tattooed with
black ink. Does this happen

only with black ink? Which
colors are safer? — J.H.

Reactions between the
ink in tattoos and MRI scan-
ners are well-documented
in the literature. Some inks
are made with iron or tita-
nium oxides. Only 1.5 percent
of people with tattoos have
reported bad experiences in
MRI machines.

Iron and titanium oxides
conduct electricity, and the
strong magnetic field in an
MRI scanner can cause a
current to travel between
different tattoos or different
portions of a tattoo — espe-
cially those with loops in the
pattern. The electric cur-
rent causes heat, and even
can cause minor burns. Cold
packs or ice placed on the
area during MRI can mini-
mize damage, but some MRI
facilities will not perform an
MRI on tattooed individuals,
especially if the tattoo covers
a large area.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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