
Answer below

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 Hooded snake
6 Disinclined

11 Go bad
14 Carrying a weapon
15 Arrivederci, Andre
16 Self-image
17 St. John’s populace
20 Lingerie item
21 Spring and ebb, for

example
22 Like hot stuff
26 No longer

fashionable
29 Axis points
30 Blood component
31 Chasing game
34 Footnote word
35 Walked deliberately
36 Retirement letters
37 Fleet officers
40 Live on
41 Sea off Corfu
42 WYSIWYG, on

sales tags
43 __ Alamos
44 Fingerboard

ridges
45 Shot from the tee
46 Wants for
47 Rich and Worth
48 Thread roller
51 Lyrical piece
52 “The Anderson

Tapes” author
60 Crystalline water
61 Bellow and Kripke
62 Unusual item

63 Downing Street
number

64 Half of the U.A.R.

65 Goat groups

DOWN
1 Fire
2 Bonanza find
3 Mercedes

competitor
4 Gridiron zebra
5 Sun-dried bricks
6 Actress Turner
7 Quirky
8 Feel unwell
9 Drink for two?

10 Game seekers
11 Oboe or bassoon
12 Grimm bad guy
13 Discard
18 Container with a tap
19 Run out of gas
22 Of the backbone
23 Trinidad’s partner
24 Drink garnishes
25 Swan’s mate of

myth
26 Allows
27 New Age

therapeutic agents

28 Nation on the Nile
30 High on drugs
31 Makes a connection
32 Show up
33 Radon and neon
35 Movie music
38 Inanimate
39 “Truth or __”
45 Saturate
46 “...__ gloom of

night...”
47 Eddie Cantor’s wife
48 Peek-a-boo fashion

feature
49 Wear the rug out
50 Westerns writer

Wister
51 Peak in northern

Greece
53 No vote
54 Junkyard dog
55 Manning or Wallach
56 Immediately owed
57 Be mistaken
58 Divested
59 Distress message
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

Back to Birmingham

ColoVantage test seeks abnormal gene
Dear Dr. Roach: I am an

85-year-old male in pretty
good health. I recently had
a stool test by the Veterans
Affairs hospital. They stated
that I had blood in my stool,
which indicates colon cancer,
and that I should have a colo-
noscopy ASAP. My insurance
company provided me with
some eight possible signs and
symptoms to consider. I had
none, and no family history.
I consulted my very qualified
primary physician.

For the past 15 years, I have
had a colonoscopy every five
years. The last was in 2010.
My results were always “A-
OK,” with always one small
polyp in the same place.

I had a ColoVantage test.
The interpretation came back
as negative. My physician
informed me that the negative
ColoVantage blood test was a
good result. He believed there
was no further need for a
colonoscopy. May I have your
opinion? — S.M.

When two tests have com-
pletely different results, a
wise physician, like your well-
qualified primary physician,
looks at the test characteris-
tics. I’m sure he found that the
ColoVantage test, a blood test
looking for an abnormal gene
associated with colon and
other cancers, has a high like-
lihood of being correct when
it says there is no abnormal
gene present, and he knows
that the fecal blood test has
many false-positive results.

I have the luxury of taking
things one step further, and I
performed a formal decision
analysis (based on Bayes’ the-
orem) using your likelihood
of having colon cancer based
on being an 85-year-old man,
the results of your positive
stool blood test and the results
of your negative methylated
Septin 9 test. Putting all the

information together, I find
you have a 0.4 percent chance
of having colon cancer. Since
the risk of having an adverse
event from a colonoscopy at
your age is about the same,
I would recommend against
getting a colonoscopy, as your
physician did.

Dear Dr. Roach: I have
noticed that three of my
extended episodes with A. fib
in the past five years have
been after periods of reduced
oxygen in my lungs. Two
times I have had a head cold,
and one time I was at 9,000
feet elevation in Colorado. Is
there any possible correlation
between A. fib and oxygen
deprivation?

If this situation is logical,
is it also logical that A. fib
can be treated with oxygen in
order to make the additional
electrical impulses unneces-
sary? Has oxygen ever been
used as a treatment for A. fib?
— D.T.

You are partly correct.
Having low oxygen levels
to the heart is indeed a risk
factor for development of
atrial fibrillation. Lung dis-
ease, including sleep apnea,
certainly increases risk.
Although it makes sense that
high altitudes would worsen
existing A. fib or increase its
likelihood, that hasn’t been
proven. Treatment for atrial
fibrillation can include revers-
ing the underlying cause if
possible, and although that
isn’t always possible, treat-
ing chronic lung disease is
one way of doing so. If people
have low oxygen levels in the
blood (easily checked now in
the office), then oxygen may
indeed be a useful treatment.

However, colds do not affect
oxygen levels in the blood,
although a very severe pneu-
monia might. People with
normal levels of oxygen in
the blood don’t need or benefit
from supplemental oxygen,
even with atrial fibrillation.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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