
Answer below

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 Goddess of wisdom
7 Country singer

McEntire
11 New York baseball

player
14 Closed up
15 Smeltery piles
16 Larter of “Heroes”
17 Start of a quote by

Yogi Berra
19 Quayle or Marino
20 Humanoid posture
21 Fussy self-righteous

person
22 Feldon of “Get

Smart”
27 Construction hoist
28 M. Pascal
29 Skedaddled
32 Expenses
33 Saying
34 Part 2 of quote
39 Do up laces
40 “Beloved” actress

Winfrey
42 Itemized
46 Extinct zebra
47 Brookner or Baker
48 Cowardly
49 Slangy denial
50 Dramatist Edward
53 Edit out
54 End of quote
60 Freudian self
61 Nursing a grudge
62 Pick
63 That girl

64 Biting insect
65 Church song

book

DOWN
1 Residue
2 Darjeeling, for one
3 Holbrook or Roach
4 Reindeer tender,

maybe
5 Circus safeguard
6 Stick
7 Actor’s part
8 Stoltz of “Mask”
9 Red vegetable

10 Beast of burden
11 East Indian seaport
12 Julia’s role on

“Seinfeld”
13 Affected slightly
18 Big Band, for one
21 Paid sportsman
22 “Fawlty Towers”

network
23 Heaps
24 Measles’ symptom
25 Quick meal
26 Ancient empire on

the Tigris
27 Salon finish

29 Legitimate
30 Wheel connector
31 Woody’s ex
33 Dole (out)
35 Part of AT&T
36 Milky stone
37 Push for something
38 Puts a label on
41 Laughter sounds
42 Waltz and fox trot
43 Stop, already!
44 Step with caution
45 Gobbled up
46 Slake
48 Wow!
50 Very long time

period
51 Actress Flynn Boyle
52 Writer Harte
54 NYC arena
55 Your, of yore
56 Cowboy Mix
57 Director/actor

Howard
58 1996 Olympics host
59 Snakelike fish

Yesterday’s Puzzle Solved

© 2015 Crosswords WRW
All rights reserved

12-1

Bridge
by Frank Stewart

Louie ships out

Persistent cough can be tricky to treat
Dear Dr. Roach: I went

through many tests for a
cough that lasted for 30 years.
No treatments worked. The
only sign my doctor could find
was that my throat had scars
from coughing that long. My
allergy specialist had tried for
years with all kinds of pre-
scriptions, to no avail.

I am now living a normal
life since a doctor prescribed
tramadol (50 mg) twice a day.
What a relief.

My wife, grown children,
friends and clients are happy.
— L.G.

I found only a single case
report of tramadol being used
for chronic cough, and it was
effective in that patient. The
authors advised further study
on its use.

Tramadol is a pain medi-
cation distantly related to
codeine. Its abuse potential is
low, but there have been over-
doses and deaths due to this
drug, so I don’t recommend its

indiscriminant use. However,
I have seen personally and
received many letters from
people with intractable cough-
ing for years, so much so that I
wanted to call attention to this
as a possible treatment worth
discussing with one’s doctor
for people with longstanding
cough that has resisted diag-
nosis or treatment.

I previously mentioned tak-
ing gabapentin for laryngeal
neuropathy, a condition that
is often unrecognized and that
may present with a prolonged
cough. I received many letters
telling me it was effective.

Tramadol at the low dose
(for an adult) you mention
usually is safe.

Dear Dr. Roach: I have a
very dear relative who had
radiation seed therapy for
prostate cancer in 2003 after

a biopsy revealed a Gleason
score of 7 (3/4). Afterward,
his PSA was only 0.1 to 0.3 the
first three years, and it rose
only .3 more each year until
2015, when it was 2.7 recently.
He is 83. He has been told
he must have hormone treat-
ment: shots, pills or both, by
his VA provider, who is not
a urologist and who says he
should see one.

He has no symptoms, he
says, and he leads a very active
lifestyle, with daily walking
of 3 miles or more, bowling
twice a week and extensive
gardening and yard work.

Could the rising PSA be
due to normal exercise activ-
ity, including production
from surviving prostate cells?
— R.A.

Rising PSA after cancer
treatment typically is due
to cancer returning, not an
increase in normal prostate.
However, that does not mean
that your friend “must” have

treatment. Goals for cancer
treatment in an 83-year-old
man may be very different
from those of a 20-year-old
man.

In his case, since it took
about 10 years to increase by
10 times, it may be a very
long time before the probable
cancer would be large enough
to bother him, and it requires
skill and experience to deter-
mine whether treatment,
which can make quality of
life worse, is worthwhile.

Many urologists would rec-
ommend deferring treatment
until and unless he develops
symptoms.

I certainly would recom-
mend that he go to see a urolo-
gist as his VA provider has
recommended.

He may be able to learn
whether it really is the can-
cer returning and discuss his
options. Shots and pills are
options, but so is keeping a
careful eye on it and not rush-
ing to treat.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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