
Answer below

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 Please in

Nuremberg
6 Units of loudness

11 Earmark
14 Specialized

vocabulary
15 Take down a peg
16 OAS member
17 Exponent in base

10
20 One voted in
21 Clan’s emblem
22 Opposite of ‘neath
23 __ Ridge, TN
26 Simone or Foch
27 Egyptian symbols
30 Dutch flowers
32 Clumsy clodhopper
33 Baby’s toy
34 Bear bedroom
37 Periodic payments
40 Existed
41 River frolickers
42 Ripped up
43 Pretentious add-ons
44 “The Screens”

dramatist
45 Ring signal
48 Popeye’s Olive
49 Dearie
50 Police blotter

info
52 Canine restraints
56 Quotients of two

integers
60 Resident’s suffix
61 Abbey Theatre

founder
62 Chosen ones

63 Sportscaster
Berman

64 Cut dramatically

65 Curvy letters

DOWN
1 Blue shade
2 Golden calf, for

example
3 What prisoners

serve
4 “Reuben, Reuben”

star
5 Is overly theatrical
6 Vendor’s success
7 Seller’s $

equivocation
8 Pester persistently
9 NASA partner

10 Spanish muralist
Jose

11 __-frutti
12 Very wan
13 Greek letter
18 Saul’s uncle
19 Charged atoms
23 Shout louder
24 Offering sites
25 Potters’ ovens
27 In an orlop
28 One-third of a WWII

movie?
29 Lutes’ kin
30 Sharply
31 Ballpoint, e.g.
33 Numerical

relationship
34 Celine of song
35 Raison d’__
36 Russian refusal
38 Hide __ hair
39 Kitchen implements
43 Envelope part
44 Chin whiskers
45 Sherlock’s portrayer
46 Upper class
47 Threshold, in

psychology
49 TV oldie, “__

Ramsey”
51 Stone and Stallone
52 Secure with cord
53 Weeders’

implements
54 Noun-forming suffix
55 Concordes, e.g.
57 Slim swimmer
58 CAB successor
59 ACLU concerns

Yesterday’s Puzzle Solved

© 2015 Crosswords WRW
All rights reserved

12-9

Bridge
by Frank Stewart

Yes, we’re open

Info about blood thinners, colonoscopy
Dear Dr. Roach: I am cur-

rently taking 20 mg of Xarelto
daily, and have a screening
colonoscopy scheduled soon.
The preparation instructions
said not to stop taking blood
thinners, but didn’t specifi-
cally mention Xarelto. I con-
tacted the office and spoke
with a scheduler, who said
those instructions applied to
all blood thinners.

Previously, I was told that I
would need to go off of blood
thinners for five days prior
to a colonoscopy. Since this
was a contradiction to the
instructions from the clinic,
I have tried to reach out to
other medical sources to see
if I could get a consensus on
what to do, but no one has
responded to me yet.

There is a strong history
of clotting problems in my
family. Would you weigh in
on this matter? The last time
I had a screening colonoscopy
was around 2005, and there
weren’t any issues. I realize

this is a scope and not sur-
gery, but it has me concerned
enough that I am considering
putting this off until I can
get a satisfactory response.
— B.R.

Most screening colo-
noscopies now are done
with patients still on their
anticoagulants, although
for patients on warfarin
(Coumadin), it is preferred for
levels to be on the low end of
the therapeutic range. This is
a standard recommendation
by the American Society of
Gastrointestinal Endoscopy.

The situation would be dif-
ferent for a high-risk endo-
scopic procedure, such as
removing a large polyp. I have
had to deal with this situation
many times in my practice,
and most often, all anticoagu-
lants are stopped then restart-

ed after the colonoscopy. There
are some people who are at
such high risk for clots that
we use injection medications
to prevent blood clots until the
night before the procedure,
but that is normally reserved
for the highest risk of all. It’s
a judgment call as to whether
to use the injection anticoagu-
lants to prevent clots around
the colonoscopy.

Dear Dr. Roach: Could you
have a column about sexually
active elderly women (80s),
and also touch on the subject
of orgasm headaches? I don’t
want to risk explaining some-
thing to my family, and I am
embarrassed to mention it to
my doctor. — Anon.

Headaches associated with
orgasm are rare, but not as
rare as you might think. They
happen more often in men than
in women, and can be associ-
ated with structural problems
in the brain. Because of this

last point, every person with
headache that occurs dur-
ing sexual activity or orgasm
should have an evaluation,
such as a CT or MRI scan.
So, you will need to overcome
any embarrassment and see
your doctor. It is not common,
but people have had strokes
associated with this type of
headache.

If the evaluation shows
no structural problems in
the brain, there are effective
treatments that can be taken
before sexual activity to pre-
vent a headache.

As far as other comments
on sexual activity in the
elderly, many healthy couples
continue to be sexually active
into their 80s and beyond.
Risk of sexually transmit-
ted infections is low, but not
zero. I’ve discussed how many
medical conditions affect
sexual function in both men
and women, and often the goal
is to improve overall sexual
health for the couple.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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