
Answer below

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 Backstabber
4 Chain of inns

10 TV’s talking horse
14 Overhead RRs
15 Digital alternative
16 City near Utica
17 Aussie bird
18 Start burning
19 Disfigure
20 Start of a quote by

Reggie Jackson
22 Welsh dog
23 Break in the

audience
24 Lodgers
26 Carries a tune

wordlessly
28 Dahl of films
30 Capital of

Delaware?
31 Native of England
33 Airs in the air
35 First stage
36 Part 2 of quote
37 Hooded serpent
41 Flightless flock
43 Coastal inhalations
44 Gardner of “The

Killers”
47 Most senior
49 Seniors’ big night
50 Woody or Arlo
52 More docile
54 Some choir

members
55 End of quote
58 Computer-copied

image

59 Very handsome
young man

61 NASA partner

62 Give a pink slip to
63 Beneficiaries
64 Collide intentionally
65 Calligrapher’s

supply
66 Danish port
67 Bring to court

DOWN
1 Coral colony
2 Soprano Gluck
3 Destructive waves
4 Surprise attacks
5 Luanda resident
6 Style
7 Touched down
8 Com preceder?
9 Long, long time

10 Keaton/Garr movie
11 Bellowed
12 Political refugee
13 Termination of

existence
21 Half or step ending?
22 Browbeat
24 Remodel
25 Lennon’s beloved

26 SHO rival
27 Vessel with a spigot
29 At liberty
32 Different ones
34 Lathered
36 Commanded,

old-style
38 Obstacles
39 Carnival city
40 Tentacle
42 Bulldog of

Connecticut
43 Horse hotels
44 1999 U.S. Open

tennis champion
45 Spock, e.g.
46 Assault
48 What hot goods are
51 Sounds the horn
53 __ Jaw,

Saskatchewan
55 __ of the above
56 Birthright seller of

the Bible
57 Unchanged
59 Stir
60 School of seals
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

All the facts

Info on prostate treatment’s side effects
Dear Dr. Roach: I am an 84-

year-old man in good health.
I have been taking tamsulo-
sin (Flomax) for the past six
months for my enlarged pros-
tate, and it works fine for prob-
lems with urination. However,
it causes reduced libido and
reduced ejaculation. Is there
an alternate medicine to treat
the urinary urgency without
this side effect? Or should I
forget about sex? — P.S.

Sexuality is an important
part of life, and there may
be a way to improve your
symptoms without sexual
side effects. Tamsulosin com-
monly causes decreased ejac-
ulation (in up to 20 percent of
men), but decreased libido is
less common (2 percent). An
often-used alternative treat-
ment, finasteride (Proscar) is
about as likely to cause these
problems, although its relat-
ed compound, dutasteride
(Avodart), may have fewer
side effects.

Also, medicines like tam-
sulosin start working imme-
diately, while it takes weeks
to months for finasteride and
dutasteride to reach full effec-
tiveness.

Many men find relief from
the herb saw palmetto, despite
the fact that trials have not
shown consistent benefit for
this compound. Since tamsu-
losin is mostly eliminated by
the body in a day or so, you
might consider going without
for a day to see if it improves
your symptoms.

Dear Dr. Roach: I am a
55-year-old white male who
was diagnosed with spinal
stenosis this summer. I was
given physical therapy, an
MRI and an epidural injec-
tion in my back. Less than 48
hours before I was scheduled
to have surgery, the insurance

company denied the surgery
because I smoke. The surgeon
was aware of this, and felt
it was important that I quit
smoking AFTER the surgery
to let the bones heal. None of
his staff or any health care
professionals I have talked
to since the denial have ever
heard about a surgery denied
for this reason. The epidural
worked for less than a week,
and my back went back to
hurting as much as before the
epidural. Are there any non-
surgical treatments for this?
Or do you have any advice
on how to get the insurance
company to change its mind?
I was willing to quit after the
surgery, and the surgeon said
it would take one to two weeks
to heal properly.

I also had never heard of a
surgery being denied due to
smoking, but have read that
this is occurring more fre-
quently, especially in Canada,
and that it has become policy

in some parts of the U.K. for
non-urgent operations.

I have consistently argued
as passionately as I know how
to try to persuade smokers to
quit. It is the most important
step most people can take to
improve their overall health
and life expectancy. I have had
patients try medication, group
classes, acupuncture, hypno-
sis and electronic coaching
programs to try to quit. There
is no doubt that quitting
smoking at least four weeks
before a procedure enhances
wound healing and recovery
from surgery. However, deny-
ing someone health care for
being a smoker is ethically
troubling to me.

Physical therapy is the
mainstay of nonoperative
treatment for spinal stenosis,
but there are some people who
require surgery to get better.
You can appeal to your insur-
ance company, but maybe quit-
ting now would be the fastest
way to get treatment.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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