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Dear Abby: Thirty years ago when I was
an Army officer, my wife “went crazy.” She
had an affair and wound up getting preg-
nant. When I got out of the Army, she saw
the man one time more before
we moved and got pregnant
again! We had a child together
later.

When I found out my eldest
son didn’t have the correct
blood type, I confronted her
and she admitted it. I then
had all my children tested and
realized only the last one is
mine. I love the other two as
well as my son, and I would
not destroy his or the other
boys’ lives.

My wife and I had counseling and it helped
some. The problem is, I feel like my life has
been destroyed and I don’t know what to do.
— Counseling Helped ... But

Dear C.H.B.: I assume you and your wife
had joint counseling after you learned about
her repeated infidelities. While your faith
in women may have been shaken, your life

has not been “destroyed.” Feeling as you do,
it’s time for you to PRIVATELY discuss your
feelings with another licensed mental health
professional. After that, you will be better
equipped to rationally decide how to move
forward.

Dear Abby: My sister-in-law is getting
married soon. Originally, she asked my 4-year-
old daughter, “Emma,” to be her flower girl.
Emma was very excited.

A few weeks ago, I asked when my daughter
needed to be fitted for her dress. My sister-in-
law then informed me they had chosen my
niece to be the flower girl the day after she
asked Emma. No one ever mentioned it to us.

It was left to me to tell my daughter, and she
was devastated. She still cries about it. I am
holding in so much anger and hurt that I have
been avoiding the family so there won’t be any
fighting close to the “big day.” Am I wrong to
be upset with my sister-in-law and mother-in-
law for excluding my little girl and not telling
her themselves? — Miffed in Alabama

Dear Miffed: No, you’re not. The way it
was handled was extremely insensitive. Your

sister-in-law owes you an explanation for what
happened and your daughter an apology.

Dear Abby: I will be receiving some money
from a court settlement soon. Only five friends
were true friends and stood by me. They
assisted me during the two years I was totally
destitute. They all know I’m involved in a law-
suit and that I will receive compensation.

My question is, should I tell them how much
I’m getting? I don’t like to lie, but the idea
of revealing my monetary status makes me
uncomfortable. I never promised any of them
money, so that’s not an issue. I will cheerfully
compensate them all for their loyalty in ongo-
ing daily ways. What should I do or say when
they ask how much I received? I don’t want to
be rude. — Uncertain in the South

Dear Uncertain: The amount you will be
receiving is really nobody’s business. It would
not be rude to say that you’d prefer not to dis-
cuss it because it makes you uncomfortable,
and change the subject.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). If you live 70
years you’ll spend 10 of them on Monday. That’s
one good reason to overcome the Monday blues,
but if it’s not enough for you, you’ll get another
good reason this afternoon.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Go ahead and
get into that odd mix of people who are trying
to accomplish something. Do you
belong? It’s a non-issue. When you
want to you can assimilate like
butter on a hotcake.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Some days you can tell yourself
what to do, and then do it. So
simple. Why isn’t it working like
that today? Because the id in you
doesn’t trust that the ego in you is
going to let it get what it needs.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Misunderstood? It won’t matter to you in the
least. What counts is the pure expression of
your creative soul. If you can’t decode your own
whimsy, you don’t expect anyone else to be able
to!

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You don’t mind that
so many people depend on you (and for so many
things), as long as you feel confident that you
will be able to deliver. If not, you can always
delegate!

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Today’s best luck
will come in the form it loves best: an accident.
That doesn’t mean you can’t recreate the sce-

nario later by following the same serendipitous
steps.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Just because you
ask for help doesn’t mean you have to take the
help that’s offered. If the guidance doesn’t feel
right, don’t feel obligated to take it. Sometimes
you’re too nice for your own good, by the way!

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). If you’re wor-
ried that when you meet up in person you’re not
going to look like your picture (or match up to
your resume, or live up to the hype around you)
then just relax. You’re even better up close.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Keep your
own secrets. It’s more fun when you don’t tell a
soul. The ember of sacred knowledge puts a spar-
kle in your smile, an enticement in your voice.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). In pursuit
of the highest and best for all, you will listen
carefully to the others and factor in their needs,
wants and concerns — and then possibly dis-
regard them to honor your own inklings about
what’s right.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You would
love to let go of the thing that’s holding you back,
if only you knew exactly what it was. Maybe you
do. Think again. A wise Cancer or Leo will be an
excellent sounding board.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). They see a prob-
lem; you see dollar signs. Speak in financial
terms from the beginning so as not to give the
impression that the brilliant solution you’ll pro-
vide will come for free.
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DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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