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Dear Abby: My husband and I have been
married seven years and have two beauti-
ful children. Overall, the time we have been
together has been wonderful, although we do
sometimes argue.

On more than one occasion,
my husband has shared his
concern that I am cheating on
him. I have never been unfaith-
ful, nor have I ever given him
any reason to think I would
be. He’s worried because he
knows my father was unfaith-
ful to my mother many years
ago. We both learned about it
because my mother shared it
while discussing my brother
and his wife.

Having had no prior knowledge of this
period in my parents’ lives, I was shocked. I
didn’t grow up around it and was never taught
that cheating is OK. How can I get my husband
to stop putting me in the same category as my
father?

He says he read that cheating is hereditary
so I’m bound to do it. It’s starting to affect my
hope for our future because I don’t think he

will ever trust that I love him and don’t plan to
commit adultery. — Not Like Dear Old Dad

Dear Not Like Dear Old Dad: I don’t
know where your husband “read” that adul-
tery is hereditary, but it’s time you asked to
see the source of his misinformation because
it’s wrong. You are not responsible for your
father’s behavior, and for your husband to
imply that because your father strayed you
will is, frankly, insulting.

If you are accused of infidelity any time
there’s a disagreement, you two aren’t getting
to the root of what’s really wrong in your
marriage, and it’s time to get professional
marriage counseling.

Dear Abby: We just hosted the family for
our annual post-Christmas get-together. My
brother-in-law’s girlfriend of many years was
on her cellphone during the cocktail hour, the
entire dessert course and the gift exchange.

When I mentioned to my husband
how rude she was, he told me she had been
checking football scores and cheering/
commenting while my daughter was play-
ing the violin song her ensemble had played

for the holiday concert.
I never answer my phone when I’m enter-

taining guests because they are where my
attention should be. My daughters have been
taught that it’s rude to be on the phone during
dinner and when guests are over.

How can I nip this in the bud without caus-
ing a rift with my brother-in-law, whom I love
dearly? If “Pseudo Auntie” does not want to
socialize with the people she has been invited
to be with, she should stay home. — Offended
in New Jersey

Dear Offended: I agree with you that
“Pseudo Auntie’s” behavior was rude, and I
don’t blame you for feeling upset about it. I do
not think that it should cause a rift if you were
to tell your brother-in-law and his girlfriend
that using her cellphone during the dinner
you worked so hard to prepare, and during
your daughter’s violin recital, caused hurt
feelings. And tell them that in the future you
would like her to leave her phone elsewhere
during family gatherings in your home.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Follow sen-
sible advice wherever it comes from, and it just
might come from some very unexpected places.
Hint: The ones with the most intelligence aren’t
always the ones with the most sense.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Resist the
impulse to read too much into the circumstances.
Face value will be the best one for
most things. Use whatever comes
your way as a resource. You’re
very creative now, so this won’t be
a problem.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
It’s about the meaning, not the
money. So when you find the finan-
cial implications upsetting, back it
up some. Try to figure out what’s
really bothering you. It has noth-
ing to do with a dollar amount.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Your network has more value than you are cur-
rently utilizing, which is how it should be. Would
it surprise you to know that someone else is
using your name as a kind of magic key?

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). When they hear cer-
tain words, your name is the first to come to
mind. Do you know what this is regarding? Do
you have an accurate understanding of people’s
associations regarding you? This will be the
topic of the day.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). So, you are slight-
ly underequipped for the task at hand. That’s
what they call “cute,” and as long as you’re not

overly aware of it, you’ll win in this category
today, whether you like it or not.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Share that vision
your mind is spinning into the ether. It’s beauti-
ful. The dreams are unreasonable. Foolish per-
haps. But at least they are your dreams. That’s
what the others will love most about them!

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You have wis-
dom to impart to your loved ones, and they will
see you as a respected leader. In the next three
weeks you’ll receive news that favorably affects
your family. June is your chance to shine.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). It’s easy to
let the healthy routine slip away from you, if ever
it was there in the first place. Good news: You
can get it back. This is the perfect day to set up a
habit you’ll be proud to keep.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You’re easily
amused, and that’s a good thing. Curiosity is a
sign of intelligence. Your loved ones, colleagues
and a few perfect strangers will be honored by
your interest in them.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You’re com-
fortable with who you are. This is why others
have an easy time being with you, too. Afternoon
features a perfect compromise. It all begins with
your fresh willingness to get along.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Context is
power. People will struggle to place a context
around you, so help them out with this (espe-
cially when meeting someone for the first time).
Decide what you want them to know about you
and serve it up.
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