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ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: I just read the letter from
“Expecting in Canada” (Sept. 8) and am dis-
appointed in her daughters’ reaction to her
pregnancy, as were you.

My own mother announced
she was pregnant with my
baby brother when she was 42
and my sister and I were in col-
lege. Now, 46 years later, I can
say he is one of the best things
that ever happened to our fam-
ily. He took great care of both
my parents as they grew older
and was with them when each
passed away. My sister and I
are very close to him, even
though we nicknamed him
“the crown prince” and teased
him because that’s how my parents treated
him.

I hope “Expecting’s” daughters will eventu-
ally embrace this great gift. If they don’t, they
may miss out on a wonderful experience and a
lot of love. — Elder Sister of the Crown Prince

Dear Elder Sister: Thank you for your
letter. Readers wrote to share their personal

experiences as you did. Most agreed that hav-
ing a child with older parents and siblings can
be a life-changing event. Read on:

Dear Abby: I was a surprise baby. My birth
mother was 40 and my birth father was 67. My
sisters were 15 and 16. The older one was not
happy; the younger one loved having a baby
sister.

As fate would have it, my mother died when
I was 7 years old. My father was too old to care
for a child, so my older sister, the one who
hadn’t been thrilled with my arrival, and her
husband became my “parents.” Not every day
was perfect, but my life was very blessed.

My sister, whom I called Momma, became
ill in her 60s, and my brother-in-law, whom I
called Daddy for the rest of his life, also had
health problems.

I became their “legs” for many errands.
When Daddy died I became Momma’s primary
caregiver.

I would like those two girls to know that
the little “intruder” may just be the one who
takes care of them someday. I’m shocked that
the parents would even entertain the idea of
giving the baby away. — Judy in Louisiana

Dear Abby: When I was a junior in high
school, my mother told me she was pregnant. I
was disgusted and angry, and I told her so. As I
reflect back on it, I’m mortified that I could be
so cruel. After giving it more thought, I real-
ized I was annoyed to think my parents were
sexual beings.

Teenagers that age are just coming to terms
with their own sexuality. They can also be
selfish. While it may be a family matter to
some extent, it really is between the mother
and father. My little brother is very close to
me now and, more important, close to my
children, who are nearer in age to him. I hope
that mother won’t let the temporary opinion
of the daughters ruin a beautiful experience
of a shared love. — Cheryl in California

Dear Abby: “Expecting” should ask her
daughters to be a part of the baby’s life, such
as going to doctor’s appointments, picking
out clothes, decorating the room, giving name
suggestions and having them participate in a
baby shower. — Stephanie in Illinois

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Does it feel like
you’re living to get a message, phone call, email
or word at all from a certain person? Well, that’s
no way to live. Take back your power by not car-
ing.

TAURUS(April20-May20).You are no longer
a passive observer in your group. Your opinion
matters too much. Your observa-
tions are invaluable. Your involve-
ment is immeasurable. From this
point on, you are involved, big-
time.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
The light conversation and casu-
al questions you ask might sat-
isfy more than just your curiosity;
your interest is likely the attention
another person has been quietly
craving.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
There are many ways to be powerful. Stay aware
of the more insidious ones. Limit your exposure
to anyone who would try to use your fear or weak-
ness against you as a psychological weapon.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You’ll find satisfaction
in hearsay or be captivated in unexpected ways
by a story — fun, but don’t trust it or act on what
might turn out to be false. Small-town intrigue
will likely amount to nothing more than gossip.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). The theme carries
over (and will for the next few days). Hopefully,
you can find a way to delight in the slight insuf-
ficiency you are experiencing, because others
certainly will. You’ll go straight to their hearts!

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You’ll delight in
contemplation. You can turn an idea over in your
mind so many different ways that you are certain
to find a way of looking at it that no one has ever
thought of before. Share your talent. Your point
of view is needed.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You do not often
give your unqualified approval, but there is some-
thing you’ll experience today that unfolds in such
a spot-on, perfect way that you cannot find a
single thing to judge negatively about it.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Your imag-
ination is strong now. Steer it well. You can
fantasize your way out of a harsh, emotional
desert and into an oasis lush with love, beauty
and excitement. Or you can dwell on your fear
and be miserable.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). To commis-
erate with someone doesn’t always automatically
gladden them, but today it works just fine. Your
manner of connecting with others could even
inspire a miraculous healing. You have the touch
today, so use it!

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). There’s some-
thing you’ll do strictly for money. It doesn’t con-
flict with your values, necessarily; it’s just that
you really wouldn’t bother if money weren’t
involved. You have bills, after all. Get in there and
get it done.

PISCES(Feb.19-March20).Peopledostrange
things when they feel cornered. Sometimes they
issue a preemptive strike. Avoid all that by giv-
ing everyone a graceful out, keeping things easy
breezy and letting go of certain expectations.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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