
GARFIELD by Jim Davis

THE PHANTOM by Lee Falk

ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: I am dreading an upcoming
trip that includes a visit to my husband’s
mother, “Harriet.”

She is prone to “accidents” when I visit, and
I always end up getting hurt.
Harriet’s “oops” moments
usually involve my toes and
feet, although the last time
I was there she managed to
strike my face.

I have taken the precaution
of looking up the phone num-
ber of the police department
in her city, just in case she
hits me again. Is there a way
to keep her at arm’s length so
she can’t get close enough to
punch me?

In the 20-plus years I have known Harriet,
she has always been a bully. She strikes out at
me because I stood up to her. — Apprehensive
in Louisiana

Dear Apprehensive: Because this has gone
on for 20 years, I’m inclined to agree with
your suspicion that these “mishaps” haven’t
been accidental. An effective way to prevent

further injury would be to avoid being in the
same town with Harriet. The next time your
husband decides to visit her, take a detour and
let him deal with his mother. She sounds like
a handful.

Dear Abby: A 30-year-old relative of mine
has developed a “germ phobia.” She constantly
applies hand sanitizer and avoids anyone who
exhibits any kind of symptoms. She refused
to visit me when I was in the hospital because
she thought she might catch something. She
was not always like this.

I love her dearly and have no idea what has
caused the problem. Is there anything I can do
to get her to give up some of the precautions
she’s taking — or does she need professional
help? — Worried Relative in Tampa, Fla.

Dear Worried Relative: Because you don’t
know what has caused her health concerns, I
recommend you ASK her. Hand sanitizers are
popular because they claim to kill 99 percent
of germs and decrease bacteria on the skin.

Every time someone opens the door to a
public building or presses an elevator button
it’s as though that person has shaken hands

with everyone who has been there before, so
using hand sanitizer seems like good sense
to me.

As to your relative not visiting you while
you were hospitalized, the reason doctors are
reducing the length of hospital stays and are
performing so many outpatient procedures
is to minimize the germs that patients are
exposed to in the hospital.

Dear Abby: I just think that as a child, I
have too many responsibilities to take care of.
My mother thinks I am stubborn and not able
to take care of myself. What do you think?
— Helena, Age 9

Dear Helena: I think you have a good
mother. The way to teach children responsi-
bility is to place some on their shoulders. If
you learn the lessons of independence your
mother is trying to teach you, with time these
chores will become easier and less overwhelm-
ing. And you will thank her for them later
when you’re older.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). While you may
deem an emotion to be “useless,” and realize that it
will not bring you progress, that doesn’t keep you
from having to feel and deal with it. Accept and
move through it — this one will be quick.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). What you say will
matter more than usual. The words you choose
will reflect a clarity of thought that
is extremely attractive to the others
around you, so don’t be surprised
if you’re fielding a few unexpected
offers.

GEMINI(May21-June21).You
have opinions, and lots of them, just
like the others. But being opinion-
ated never made anyone popular.
Instead you’ll tell your story and
have fun watching them come to
their own conclusions.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Taking initia-
tive is part of your survival plan. (In today’s case
“survival” is about staying relevant in whatever
game you’re playing, not actually breathing/feed-
ing/sheltering yourself.)

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). The effortless good
days are a gift from the universe. The good days
that take lots of effort are a gift to the universe
from you. Today falls in the latter category. There’s
finesse in your delivery. As if there’s a bow on top.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Maybe some of the
people had unrealistic expectations that were not
fulfilled, but you should not feel responsible for

this, nor should you do anything about it, lest you
foster an unhealthy co-dependent dynamic.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You could do it
your way, but instead you’ll apply your famous
diplomacy — use the parlance of the group, adopt
the unspoken dress code and abide by the tacitly
agreed upon rules of conduct. Smart!

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). When the artist is
working, she doesn’t stand in one place. She steps
forward for the fine strokes and backward for the
big picture. A good part of the work will be spent
in zooming back and forth today.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). There are
no “normal” people or “ordinary” days, a point
you’ll prove when you’re able to pull unusual and
extraordinary results out of the people and cir-
cumstances of the day.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You know
how when you’re cleaning up, it often gets dirtier
first? The same happens when you’re trying to
beautify a situation. Be willing to deal with things
seeming a little worse before they get better.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Of course, your
success is the sweetest revenge possible. In fact, it
is so complete that when the time comes to bring
attention to your accomplishments, you may, quite
mercifully, downplay them.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). When the roads
are icy, the best advice for driving is usually, “Stay
home.” Similarly, the best advice you’ll hear for
today’s pickle will encompass preventative mea-
sures that speak to the big picture.
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DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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