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Dear Abby: Nine years ago I married a
man who has a son from a previous mar-
riage. “Eli” is now 26 and lives “on his own.”
While he may live under a different roof than
his parents, they support him
financially.

My husband and I pay Eli’s
car insurance, cellphone bill,
toll tag, life insurance policy
and whatever other things
come up (passport, gym mem-
bership).

Eli’s mom assists with all
of his utility bills, in addition
to depositing money in his
account monthly. They even
turned over Eli’s 529 tuition
account to him.

I have tried explaining to my husband that
they are enabling Eli, and the umbilical cord
should have been cut years ago.

Eli has never earned more than $12,000 a
year and has no desire to try because he has
an endless flow of financial support.

His dad is retired but continues to work in
order to help Eli — although he won’t admit
it.

This is straining our relationship because
when I bring up this issue, he feels I am
attacking his son. Am I unrealistic to expect
an adult to support himself ? — Seeing Clearly
in the South

Dear Seeing Clearly: Not at all. You are
being rational. Your husband and his ex may
be fostering their son’s cycle of financial
dependence out of a sense of guilt — possibly
because of their divorce.

It may take counseling in order for him to
understand that he and his ex are doing Eli no
favors. Suggest it as part marriage counseling
to ease the strain on your marriage.

Dear Abby: I’m in the process of down-
sizing. I have two black graduation gowns
and caps in excellent condition. I wore them
proudly as an adult college student not long
ago, and hate the thought of them being
thrown in a landfill or used as Halloween
costumes.

There must be schools where some students
have a financial hardship and can’t afford to
buy their graduation gowns.

However, I don’t know of any organizations

in my area that have a gown reuse program.
Perhaps your loyal readers will have ideas?
— Darlene in New York

Dear Darlene: I’m sure they will. But in
the meantime, may I offer a couple of sugges-
tions?

Contact the administration at the high
schools or community colleges in your area
and ask if they could use the gowns. Or con-
tact a local community theater group and
volunteer to donate them to their costume
department.

Happy New Year to my Asian Readers: The
Year of the Monkey begins today. A happy,
healthy new year to all who celebrate it. People
born in the Year of the Monkey are witty, intel-
ligent and have magnetic personalities.

Clever in financial matters and career,
lively and versatile, gentle and kind, these
traits make them ideal partners if you want
an everlasting love life. However: They must
watch their tempers and a tendency toward
arrogance. — Love, Abby

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Should you ride
the trend or should you lead it? Right now, your
conviction level is still at about a six (out of 10).
Wait until your conviction is so strong you can’t
help but rush forward.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You’re in the
mood to take a risk, throw your idea out there,
say the thing that will make the
others think — or laugh. When it
comes down to it, you would rath-
er be accused of being a crackpot
than a conformist.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Wonder of wonders! Is this really
happening? You can believe it! In
fact, it may very well be happening
precisely because you believed it.
Your imagination is potent.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
You don’t have to give a formal recommendation
for people to know what you like, whom you
support and what you stand behind. The way to
move through the world speaks clearly now.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). The battle is not lost
if you don’t think it was lost. The trick is wrap-
ping your head around the history in such a way
to empower yourself. If you can’t manage this on
your own, a Gemini will help you with the spin.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Defensive actions
always telegraph where the weakness is. Pay
attention. Also, beware of the disclaimer and be
suspicious when it is issued unnecessarily.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You know better
than to plead and negotiate with Destiny. That
only imbues her with a false sense of power
and she starts to become insufferable. Relate to
Destiny as an equal instead.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Nothing makes
you happy faster than the things you do to cheer
someone else up. Your efforts will work immedi-
ately. You’re a regular happiness wizard!

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). The per-
son you decide to be is the person you will be.
You’re still making that decision, swinging back
and forth between a few intriguing options today.
There is no rush. Take your time comparison-
shopping.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You want
to make a difference and your desire to do so is
really all it takes to get started. Don’t wait for
an invitation or for resources. You’ll accomplish
much with just your attitude, your love and your
smile.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Windows of
opportunity have a way of shutting rather incon-
veniently, but don’t let that hang you up. On to the
next! If you’re gazing regretfully at the shut win-
dow, you won’t see the open one down the hall.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). This is not a
day to multi-task. Give your full awareness to
the thing that needs your attention, otherwise
that thing will start acting up, demanding more
and being a whole lot of unnecessary trouble
for you.
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HOLIDAY
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DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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