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Dear Abby: At least “Renee in Oregon”
(Sept. 10), who asked her adult daughters for
their friends’ phone numbers, cares enough
to want someone to call if her adult children
don’t respond.

I didn’t regard her request
as nosy or overbearing, simply
so she’d have a “just in case”
number. Renee’s daughters
sound like ungrateful brats
who don’t care anything about
worrying their parents.

I’m thankful my four
adult children will text me in
response to my call to let me
know they are OK.

I have never had a prob-
lem getting a contact number
from them for a neighbor or friend. Two of
them offered the information without my ask-
ing.

I have only had to call a contact once. Thank
goodness it was only a matter of a stolen
phone, not a sick or injured child.

I’m blessed my kids understand that it’s not
to get in their business, but a logical safety
issue. — Lucky Dad in Kentucky

Dear Lucky Dad: I’m glad for you. The
response from readers about Renee’s letter
was varied, and it was informative to read
their perspectives:

Dear Abby: Thanks for your answer to
Renee. It validated my whole life as a daughter
of a domineering mother.

She is 92. I’m 62 and live 40 miles from her. I
have a full-time job, take care of a small farm
and still, after my weekly visit, have to call her
to let her know I got home OK.

She also asks for my friends’ phone num-
bers. I give her inaccurate ones so she can’t
pester them.

My office knows to not put her calls
through. I have asked her to call my cell, leave
a message and I’ll call her back when I am on
break.

When I was younger, if she couldn’t reach
me by phone, she would call the police and the
ERs, send my poor father to my house to look
for me, or call my veterinarian to have him
make a farm call — just to be sure I hadn’t
been ax-murdered.

The negative effect this has had on our rela-
tionship is profound. I have tried repeatedly to

explain it to her, but she has never “gotten it,”
so I have created barriers in order to maintain
boundaries.

She has a number she can call for her in-
home care providers, so if her need is real, she
can get help — and there’s always 911. I refuse
to exist just for her to engulf. — Purposely
Childless in Missouri

Dear Abby: Sometimes parents do need a
contact person for emergencies. At what point
should a person have to contact the police?

Years ago, parents here in Northern
California didn’t hear from their adult son
for a week or two. They thought he was with
his live-in girlfriend. She thought he had gone
to see them. Sadly, his body was found stuffed
in an irrigation pipe weeks later. He had been
robbed and murdered.

Hopefully, Renee’s three daughters are close
enough to have regular contact with each
other and can call their parents on a regular
timetable to check in and assure them all is
well. — California Mom

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES(March21-April19).Once,youthought
that you were the happiest when you could play as
often as you wished. Now, you’re realizing that
your playtime is even better when it’s hard won by
the work you put in.

TAURUS(April20-May20).You’renotworried
about whether or not you can rise to the occasion
of what’s expected of you because
you’ve already come to expect so
much more from yourself.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
There are times when getting ready
for the event is just as fun as going
to the event. Then there are times
when it’s way more fun, which may
be the case in the upcoming deal.
Enjoy all of today’s preparations!

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
There will be many different enti-
ties competing for your attention and only you
know which needs it most — not necessarily the
squeakiest wheel either. What’s noisiest isn’t auto-
matically most important.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Opportunities seem
to be rushing outside of your window, when in
reality they are not. The chances worth taking
are now, and have always been, inside you. Your
potential can be activated at any moment you will
it to be so.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). While some may
be able to take comfort and heart in their associa-
tions, there is no security for you in the success of
others. There’s something in you that has to make

it on your own. It is not in your nature to form
dependencies.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You believe in and
work toward a better life for all — not just a better
life for you and yours. It is because of your bro-
adminded efforts and elastic heart that you’ll net
fantastic fortunes today.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You will achieve
prominence in a community. This could be a social
club, party affiliation, online community or other.
However it shows up, enjoy knowing that this
comes with power and a responsibility that you
won’t take lightly.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). When you
hear yourself speaking what you don’t mean or
doing what you don’t want to do, stop and consider
what might be causing this duplicity. Once you
figure it out, realign yourself properly. You’ll be
unstoppable.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). The reason
why you’re able to let the good (or otherwise)
opinions of others roll off your back is that your
private rating system for yourself is far more
stringent than anyone else’s.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). What you know
is enough. It’s what you’re supposed to know. Don’t
be afraid to ask questions. It won’t highlight the
holes in your knowledge, but it will fill them in.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). The way you
wish things were — that is a good starting place
from which your creative brain can weave a little
magic. So what would you ask that genie in a bottle
for today?
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HOLIDAY
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DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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