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Dear Abby: A foreign friend used the “n”
word while commenting about an employee at
a hotel we were staying in.

After he said it a second time, I slapped him
and told him that word was
never acceptable, regardless
of the reason.

I feel bad about hitting him,
but entirely justified in motive
and intent.

I really can’t think of
another, more effective way of
registering how offended I am
in a situation like this. Should
I apologize?

Should it be a qualified
apology?

I tried to explain the com-
plex racial history of the U.S. and why the
word was so hurtful, but he seemed disin-
clined to understand.

What is the right way to react in such a situ-
ation? — Anonymous in the USA

Dear Anonymous: You should not
have let the first remark go without speaking
up. The right way to respond to the person’s

racist comment would have been to say that
it offended you and you would prefer not
to hear that kind of language from him
again.

Physical violence is not the correct way to
get a point across.

If you must associate with this person,
apologize for flying off the handle. Otherwise,
avoid him.

Dear Abby: I’m in love with two men. My
husband, “Victor,” and I have been together
for nine years and were married last year.

The other man in my life, “Wade,” was my
boss, and we’ve been seeing each other for two
years.

They are polar opposites and make me
happy in different ways. I was engaged and
planning my wedding when Wade and I start-
ed our relationship.

I chose to marry Victor for emotional stabil-
ity and because we had built a life together. I
can’t imagine a life without him. At the same
time, I can’t imagine not being with Wade.

If I stop seeing Wade, I know I won’t be
happy and he’ll always be on my mind. I will
always wonder about what could have been.

If I divorce my husband, I’ll break his
heart, and it won’t be easy.

Last week Wade demanded that I decide
between him and my husband. He wants an
exclusive relationship with me.

I’m in a panic because I can’t decide, but
I know I will lose Wade if I don’t do it soon.
I need advice because I don’t know which
way to go. — Stuck at a Crossroads in
Florida

Dear Stuck: You chose to marry Victor
because you wanted emotional stability, and
you had built a life together. Obviously, that
isn’t enough for you, or you wouldn’t be cheat-
ing with Wade.

If what you really want is a marriage filled
with passion, tumult and the possibility of
infidelity, by all means choose your former
boss.

That way, you won’t be bored, and Victor
will then be free to find a loving, faithful wife
who appreciates what he has to offer.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). An experiment
isn’t just something you do; it’s also something
you are. If you’re lucky, what you try will please
you. But either way, your willingness to commit
to uncertainty can only result in greater self-
knowledge.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You refuse to
let anyone else define you and you
certainly won’t be limited by your
self-definition, either. That’s just
another opinion (even if it hap-
pens to be yours). In each moment
you decide whom to be.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You know that being able to grasp
the psychology of another person
is absolutely necessary if you’re to
get that person’s quality attention
and keep it for any amount of time.
This will be your main study of the day.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Stifling your
energies can cause illness and sadness. Express
yourself ! Get the frustration out of your system,
but also let all that joy, curiosity and excitement
take form.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Complaining is easy
— all you have to do is point a finger and state
what’s not working. Anyone can do that! You’ll
differentiate yourself by making the more diffi-
cult choice to help, cooperate and make a change.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Your habits aren’t
you; they are just routines you’ve learned and

repeated, routines that can be dropped, changed
or replaced. You’re already thinking of dropping
a habit you once mistook for your destiny.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Sure, you’re capa-
ble of doing more — and so are most humans.
We often don’t test the theory, though, until we’re
pushed. That’s why an ambitious (or aggressive)
Capricorn friend is invaluable now.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). If you tell them
exactly what to do, most of the people around you
now will take the time to do it. But to you, love is
not having to tell them. The one who moves on his
or her own initiative has your heart!

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). The com-
petition is on. It’s not official; nor is it organized.
Perhaps the others involved don’t even realize
they are in the game! Still, this is happening.
Awareness is your winner’s advantage.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). The crisis of
faith or bout of skepticism you work your way
through this morning will be completely gone in
the afternoon light. Your goals are obtainable.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Relax. You
needn’t worry about what value you are adding
to the situation. Everyone else is way beyond that
now. They know that your value is inherent, and
you need to start believing that, too.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You’re so obser-
vant and clever now that you could prove any
point you want to make: true, worthy, accurate or
not. Before you go to any trouble, make sure your
stance is worth getting behind.
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