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Dear Abby: Why is there so much angst
today over raising children? I don’t remember
my mother or my friends’ mothers being so
concerned about whether or not they were
doing a good job, and I didn’t
gather with my daughters’
friends’ moms to bemoan
whether I was a bad mother.

Now there are all these
blogs and workshops, etc. on
how to be the “best” mom,
and all these lifestyle gurus
who constantly tell them not
to worry, they’re doing a great
job. It just seems like a bunch
of nonsense to me.

I think it’s because a gener-
ation or so back, moms began
to elevate their children to top priority in the
family over their husbands. What’s your take?
— Puzzled Grandma in the South

Dear Puzzled: The world is different today.
Many women feel torn because they want
or need to work, while at the same time feel
pressured to help their children succeed in an
increasingly competitive world.

While it may seem like nonsense to you,
I assure you it does not seem like nonsense
to them. Women of your generation didn’t
second-guess themselves because parenting a
generation ago was simpler. If children seem
to be the No. 1 priority it may be because both
parents feel driven to succeed and are deter-
mined that their children will, too.

Dear Abby: I have been married to my hus-
band for 11 years. We are financially and emo-
tionally stable. We recently became friendly
with another couple who are newly married
and not as financially secure as we are. They
spend frivolously.

When we go on vacation, they invite them-
selves along and assume they are staying in
our travel trailer without asking (they have
their own trailer they could bring). They
don’t offer to help pay for gas. The last trip
we took, the wife cooked only one meal, while
I prepared the rest for a three-day trip. This
upcoming trip, they haven’t offered to bring
anything.

We don’t mind sharing what we have and
helping our friends out, but what we are start-
ing to resent is the assumption that because

we make more money, we’ll pick up the tab
for everything. Are we wrong to feel this way?
My husband and I both see this the same way.
— Starting to Resent Them

Dear Starting to Resent Them: It’s not
wrong to not want to be taken advantage of.
This wouldn’t be happening if you had estab-
lished some rules in the beginning, but it isn’t
too late to do it now.

Call the wife. Tell her what you expect her
and her husband to bring on the next trip, and
what chores they will be expected to perform.
It isn’t fair that you are doing all the work and
paying for everything while they are on your
vacation.

They should provide — or pay for — half
the groceries, half the gas, and share any
housekeeping responsibilities. Ditto if you
go to a restaurant. And the next time they tell
you they are coming with you on your vaca-
tion, don’t hesitate or feel guilty when you
reply, “We’d like some privacy this time, so it
will just be the two of us.”

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). What was your
original intention? What you’re following now is
the echo of that, dissipated to the degree that you
can hardly hear the words anymore. It’s important
to remember what you set out to do in the first
place.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You notice what
people like, produce what they
want and predict what they’ll need.
You’re in touch with the trends, and
for this reason you’ll make money
and re-invest it where it will mul-
tiply.

GEMINI(May21-June21).You
may worry that if you are too pres-
ent in someone’s life that person
will eventually tire of you. It’s not
a legitimate thing to worry about,
because your continued presence
only builds the bond stronger.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). You know what
you’re doing — you are strong and capable and
more than a match for the task at hand. You could
do it alone without a problem. All the more reason
to invite teamwork.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Social adoration can be
addicting. Knowing this, you keep your head about
you. You accept people’s interest in you as a com-
pliment, and you try not to let their attention or
opinion of you change how you think of yourself.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Narrow your focus:
Choose one goal for the meeting; invite fewer

people to the gathering; attach less meaning to the
interaction, etc.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). When a situation
doesn’t feel right, it’s best to disengage early on.
What will happen if you go against your inner
wisdom, fly in the face of red flags and decline the
impulse to run in the opposite direction? Regret.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). There’s someone
you want to know better. Allow this relationship
to build slowly and steadily. You still need to take
risks in order to escalate the action, but they are
small risks. This isn’t a day for leaping.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). The old say-
ing suggests, “If you can’t beat ‘em, join ‘em.” The
wisdom of this depends on how bad the fight was
in which you were trying to “beat ‘em.” There will
be some tension to work through, for sure.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). The authori-
ties don’t always know and are not always pro-
tecting your best interests. You offer your respect
without giving over your power to someone just
because that person happens to have a title.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). It happens in
many classic stories — the “village idiot” turns out
to be the wisest person in town. In your case today,
the true message will resonate with you regardless
of where it originates.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March20). You cannot haunt
a person’s dreams unless you first haunt that
person’s waking life. You’re starting to realize the
good that could come from getting more deliberate
with the impression you make on someone.
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