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Dear Abby: I have been married for 14
years. My wife is a liar. I realized it about 10
years ago. We have two daughters, and the
older one also has a habit of lying.

Over the last few years I
have started calling my wife
on it whenever she lies to me.
For the last eight months, we
have not talked and we sleep
in different rooms. I want a
divorce, but for the kids’ sake
I am not talking about it or
forcing the issue.

I’m very depressed and
don’t know what to do. I have
started drinking a lot late at
night when everybody in the
house is asleep. Please advise.
— Had It in Georgia

Dear Had It: It’s time to take a step back
and review what’s happened in your marriage
in the sober light of day. Neither you nor your
wife is communicating on a meaningful level.
Drowning your sorrows in alcohol won’t fix
what’s wrong in your relationship with a
compulsive liar — and neither will tolerating

the status quo.
You say you want a divorce, but haven’t

mentioned it for your children’s sake; how-
ever, the silent anger and hostility in your
home isn’t a healthy environment for them.
Do you really want them to grow up thinking
this is normal?

If you or your wife is concerned about how
your behavior is affecting your daughters,
start talking with a licensed marriage coun-
selor to see if your marriage can be revived.
If it can’t be, then it might be healthier to
consult an attorney and make the split as ami-
cable as possible for everyone’s emotional and
financial sake.

Dear Abby: When my boyfriend, “Alec,”
proposed, I happily accepted. But a few months
later he came up with the idea to bring his 9-
year-old brother, “Shane,” to live with him, so
Alec can look after him. Alec thinks the boy
will get a better education and improve his
behavior if he lives in the city.

Currently, Shane lives with their mom,
and she agreed to send her son to live here.
The problem is, we plan to get married in
two years, and I do not see myself living with

an adolescent boy. I want to start out fresh
only with Alec. His family can visit, but the
prospect of his brother living with us does
not appeal to me, especially because he has a
mom who can look after him. I am unsure now
whether to proceed with the wedding, know-
ing what this will mean. — Plans Derailed in
The Midwest

Dear Plans Derailed: Does your fiance
intend to bring Shane to stay immediately?
At the beginning of the next school year? Is
Shane having social problems at his present
school? Academic difficulties? Has he become
difficult for their mother to control? Who will
be expected to supervise the boy when he is
not in school?

You and Alex need to have a lot more
conversation about what the realities of this
situation will be once the boy arrives. If Alec
plans to have responsibility for his brother
fall on you, you need to be honest and let him
know you are neither willing nor able to do
that, so he can make other arrangements.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Anonymous
acts of kindness are their own reward. People
connect with you. In fact, they need you. Before
this day is through you’ll have brought more
than one person out of a funk.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You’re in an
enviable position, which is why people are acting
jealous. Many will flirt with you,
and you’ll revel in the attention.
New introductions lead to possible
friendships or romance. It’s up to
you.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Someone close to you is strug-
gling. You can help this person
feel important. You can help this
person feel more in control of the
circumstances. Your support will
make a world of difference.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Perhaps you
understand the way another person is feeling
better than even he does! If you can put it into
precise words you will be helping in a rare and
beautiful way.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Do not underesti-
mate the importance of ritual. It can keep you
healthy. It can keep a relationship healthy, too.
The special thing you do with another person
will anchor your connection.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). There’s a reason
why someone you love has made it to your “favor-
ite people” list, and today you’ll be reminded of

just why that person made it to that exclusive and
small group!

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You don’t need
symbols of success in order to feel good about
yourself, but you’ll still enjoy today’s signs that
you are growing richer and more powerful.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). No, it’s not
in your imagination: Your little corner of the
world is exceptionally hectic, unusual and oddly
humorous now. You’ll be laughing at the improb-
ability of this strange scene.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Once upon
a time you did good in the world because it
was the right thing to do. That was the only
reason. That it happened to benefit you was just
a bonus — a bonus that keeps delivering, even
today.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Analyze the
emotions and the facts separately. You’ll commu-
nicate at a very high level and the people around
you will feel loved and appreciated because of
this.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You don’t seek
trouble, drama or any quality of special atten-
tion. And yet — sorry! — you will get special
attention today. It just comes with the territory
of being you.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March20). You don’t always
feel like having company, regardless of who it is.
In fact you will be extremely happy to spend a
few hours by yourself today to clear your mind
and get centered on what really matters to you.
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