
GARFIELD by Jim Davis

THE PHANTOM by Lee Falk

ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: I find myself sometimes want-
ing to commit the most heinous of crimes. The
desire to do this has been with me my entire
life. I was sexually abused by my mother and
oldest brother. While that’s
no excuse, I understand why I
may be the way I am.

At 51, I have never commit-
ted any act against a young
girl, but the desire is clearly
there for me. The issue before
me is that if I seek help for
this problem, those who can
provide it are required by law
in this state to report me.

How am I to overcome these
urges when no matter what
I do I am considered guilty?
— Anonymous in America

Dear Anonymous: You should be discuss-
ing these feelings with a licensed mental
health professional. If fear that you will be
arrested is what is holding you back, please
be aware that if the urge or feeling is not
directed at anyone in particular, a therapist is
not required to report what you are confiding.

However, if there is a direct threat toward a
specific individual, it must be reported, even
if it has not yet occurred.

Dear Abby: I have attended many events
where the national anthem has been sung
by an invited guest and many where it has
been pre-recorded. When the national anthem
is being sung live, is it disrespectful to the
performer to sing along? Some people who
sing along are off-key or sing so loud they
drown out the performance for the unfortu-
nate attendees seated near them. — Audrey in
Arizona

Dear Audrey: Our national anthem is noto-
riously difficult to sing, as many professionals
have discovered to their embarrassment when
they tried to perform it publicly. At large
events during which the anthem is played, it
is not uncommon for many of the audience
members to be so filled with patriotic fervor
that they join in.

If memory serves me, the volume is usually
so loud that no one can hear what’s coming
out of their mouths.

To the best of my knowledge, no rule of eti-

quette forbids anyone from singing along with
Beyonce, Lady Gaga, Garth Brooks or Renee
Fleming — if they have the nerve to try.

Dear Abby: I am an old lady, happy I can
still get around using a cane. I would like to
thank the many people who take the extra
time to open a door for me or hold it open lon-
ger so I can get through. I am grateful for their
help, and being offered a place ahead of them
in the checkout line is beyond appreciated.
Thank you, thank you.

However, may I offer a suggestion to those
helpful folks, often robust men, who want to
do more? If I look unsteady, please DO NOT
grab me by the arm and try to steer me like an
empty bicycle! Instead, hold your arm out for
me to lean on and allow me to do the navigat-
ing. It may be slow, but with your help, it will
be safe. — Caryl in New Mexico

Dear Caryl: That’s an excellent suggestion,
and one I hope helpful readers of both sexes
will pay attention to.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). It’s good to have a
witness, and you need one right about now. Invite
onlookers. Ask for critique. Someone who studies
your moves will be able to illuminate things about
the way you operate that even you didn’t know.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Conversational
oddities, quirks in the clothing and hiccups that
have to do with getting from here
to there can be expected. But will
you float through this day soaking
up and spreading emotional sun-
shine? Yes!

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
When the task at hand is something
you don’t want to do, it’s not your
fault. You may have a constitutional
difficulty in being roused to do it.
And yet, that’s not a pass. It only
means you have to do the rousing
yourself.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). There will be a
lull in the action and this is the perfect moment
to reach out and find some new friends to add to
your crew. You won’t go wrong when you seek the
company of self-directed, purposeful and intel-
ligent people.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Your values will act as
the North Star to guide you to your brightest and
best. It’s easy to forget what those values are when
you are not surrounded by people who share them.
It’s why you need to try harder to find your tribe.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You want to point
out what’s right, but stark honesty will scrape up
an ego or two as it lands. Resolve to communicate

with kindness and love. This resolution alone will
contribute to a brilliant interpersonal result.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). A cause you were
involved in has since petered out but there’s some-
thing that comes along today that has a similar
feel. You may take this one on purely for nostal-
gia’s sake!

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You’ll be keenly
aware of what people do for ego gratification.
It’s good not to get too involved in these vanity
endeavors, as they are susceptible to the whims
of their creator instead of following any logical or
orderly path.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Choose and
choose fast. If you waste time agonizing over a
decision, someone with less talent and heart will
choose, run with the choice and rise to claim the
ultimate victory. Don’t let this happen.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You’ll learn,
have fun and share generously in the process,
which feels absolutely effortless. Still, make sure
you get credit for what you contribute. If you’re too
modest, you’ll miss an opportunity.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Something
about what you’re doing or who you are is get-
ting more attention than you want. Well, that just
comes with the territory of being attractive. Come
up with clever and gracious ways of handling
this.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). A flare of new
energy sends you right into the best vantage point
for what there is to see today. This could have to
do with an actual ticketed event — or a natural
spectacle of life.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins

Fear prevents reader from seeking help
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