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Dear Abby: I met a man eight years ago
who has become everything to me. We see each
other weekly and discuss life, work, home and
more. We are both married to other people.

Our relationship is not only
emotional but also physical.
We are secretive about our
relationship only with our
children — we appear in pub-
lic together, and my spouse
knows about it. Many people
at our regular venues com-
ment on how much in love
we seem to be. A few of my
friends are privy to our rela-
tionship and wonder when
we’re leaving our spouses to
be together.

My question is: Can’t it just be OK to be
happy with what we have? We enjoy the times
we have traveled, talked and loved. I am virtu-
ally ignored by my spouse, as is he. The time
he has been in my life is the happiest I have
ever been. But I don’t want more.

It’s hard to explain. People think I’m in
denial, but I’m not. I wouldn’t want to ruin
what we have. Thoughts? — Part-time Lover

Dear Part-time: You and your lover have
“an arrangement” that seems to work not only
for you, but also for your spouses. It’s uncon-
ventional, to put it mildly. Because you are
so open about it, I’m surprised your children
haven’t caught wind of it by now.

Dear Abby: My wife and I are friends
with a couple we have known for many years.
When the four of us eat together, it’s obvious
to me that the husband directs the conversa-
tion toward my wife. Even when the topic is
general in nature, his eye contact is with her
to the point where it makes me uncomfortable.
On a cruise last year, when we ate together
regularly, I intentionally sat across from him
and, sure enough, he talked diagonally across
the table to my wife.

I have always made a conscious effort in
mixed company to direct the majority of my
conversation toward my male counterpart and
not his wife. I feel that it’s more appropriate.
I really don’t think there is any threat from
him, maybe just bad manners on his part.
How should I handle this? Should I ignore it,
or make him aware of it? — Bothered By It in
Alabama

Dear Bothered: You have two choices —
continue to ignore it and let it bother you, or
ask him why he does it. He may be doing it
unconsciously because he finds your wife to
be an interesting conversationalist.

Dear Abby: My husband has been wear-
ing a T-shirt with a picture of a tombstone
and the caption “Married and Buried” on the
front. I have asked him repeatedly not to wear
it because it hurts my feelings, but he only
laughs and says it’s just a gag. What do I do?
— Offended in Florida

Dear Offended: Because your husband
persists in doing something he knows hurts
your feelings, I can’t blame you for feeling
offended.

While I’m tempted to advise you to have
a T-shirt made that reads “Married to an
Insensitive Clod” and wear it when he puts his
on, I think you’d be better off simply ignoring
him when he does it. Eventually he’ll quit
wearing it when the novelty wears off.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Problems are
gifts. You’re better for having to solve them.
Today’s puzzle will seem to be about a very nar-
row focus of life, but the solution to this is appli-
cable to the larger issues you’d like to handle.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You’re drawn
to the beauty of mountains and other quiet,
unchanging landmarks that were
there before you and will remain
after you for hundreds of years.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Are you hopelessly entangled in
a quest for true love? Well, life
will spray some detangler on you
today. Love suddenly isn’t diffi-
cult or painful to work out. It’s a
smooth journey.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Like a marathon athlete, you’ve
pushed through many painful moments in your
training. Now, as you huff and puff around the
track, you’ll suddenly break through the hard
part and run like the wind.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You’ve a tendency to
talk about the solution instead of the problem.
Fine, but if it’s the wrong solution, even if it
works, you’ll still have the problem. So talk about
the problem, and your breakthrough will come.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You’ll be set-
tling unfinished family business. Your identity
is more closely tied into this than you’d like it
to be. You are your own person! Keep reminding

yourself that you can always choose your reac-
tions to things.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Awards have been
given and there is still some disagreement over
the justice of that contest. You might be sur-
prised by the true feelings that will be aired in
today’s discussion.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Because you’ve
experienced love, you recognize love’s joy and
pain everywhere — in music, art and the eyes of
your conversation partner, even if he or she isn’t
speaking of love per se.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Yours is
like any other story out there: It can be rewritten.
Don’t let another person do this for you. Take
hold of the pen and start the creative process.
How do you want this to go?

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You can’t
influence people if you don’t know them well
enough. Strategize if you must, but the real
power move is to hang out with your subjects
in their own environments, trying to figure out
what they really need and want.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Once you real-
ize that it’s not as hard as you were making it,
you’ll have to look at the real reason you weren’t
willing to move forward. This is also not as hard
as you’re making it.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). It’s not your
style to merely say that you love someone and
leave it at that. You will show your love in a way
that your beloved can see, touch and quantify.
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DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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