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Dear Abby: My oldest son came to me nine
months ago asking my opinion. He wanted to
donate sperm to a black lesbian couple (for a
fee) so they could have a biracial child. He told
me he needed the money. I told
him I didn’t approve because
they are lesbians. (Sorry, I’ll
be bashed for that statement,
but I have to be honest.)

I have a biracial 10-year-old
son, so race isn’t the issue.
Had it been a heterosexual
couple of any race, I would
have been OK. However, what
I told him was that if he gives
up his rights to the child, I,
too, won’t have grandparents’
rights. I broke down in tears
when he told me all this.

Yesterday I received a picture of a newborn.
It turns out my son donated his sperm know-
ing how I feel about homosexuality. I have
tried hard to always be there for my children,
letting them know I love them and doing the
best a single mother could do for them. I feel I
must have failed horribly in bringing him up
to be a better man.

I cannot, in our home state, fight for grand-
parents’ rights since he has relinquished his
rights. I am even more hurt that he would
share a picture of my grandson knowing my
opinion, and I feel horribly disrespected. Am I
being overly sensitive? Should I just let all of
this go? — Disrespected in the South

Dear Disrespected: What’s done is done.
Your son’s sperm is his to do with as he wishes.
His mistake was in asking your opinion and
letting you see the picture. Because of your
deep-seated bias against gay couples, I assume
you weren’t planning on having contact with
the baby anyway, because overcoming your
intolerance would have been necessary.

Your son is an adult, and your blessing was
not required. If you continue to hang onto
this, it may destroy your relationship with
your son, so let it go.

Dear Abby: My husband had an affair
and a child with a married woman before we
were together. They agreed to let her husband
raise the boy as if he were his biological son. I
didn’t agree with it.

We have a daughter together who is two

years younger than the boy. They will be going
to the same middle school next year.

Our daughter is very sociable and likes
meeting new people. I’m afraid that they will
meet and be attracted to each other, not know-
ing they have the same father.

Do I say something now, or wait and hope
my worst fear does not become reality? —
Keeping a Big Secret

Dear Keeping: Say something now. While
there is no guarantee they will be attracted
to each other, they should be told they have a
half-sibling.

What teens need to know about sex, drugs,
AIDS and getting along with peers and par-
ents is in “What Every Teen Should Know.”
Send your name and mailing address, plus
check or money order for $7 (U.S. funds) to:
Dear Abby, Teen Booklet, P.O. Box 447, Mount
Morris, IL 61054-0447. (Shipping and handling
are included in the price.)

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Your posture,
tone and word choice will telegraph your status.
Note that it is not automatically better to try and
claim a higher status. There will be many ben-
efits to showing deference to the others involved.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Being a know-
it-all has few perks, but there are quite a few
bonuses that go along with being
someone who is willing and eager
to learn from the knowledgeable.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You’ll be privy to problems that
fascinate you. Pick your company
carefully. Since you’re likely to get
involved, it may as well be with
problems you find interesting.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
When you want to go where the
action is, you have to expect the
traffic. You’ll get stuck in some metaphoric ver-
sion of this and the best way to handle it is to
relax, listen to music and accept that this comes
with the territory.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). It is said that nature
abhors a vacuum, and so do cats. As the lion
of the zodiac, you should know! As soon as one
thing drops out of your schedule and energy
field, you’ll prepare to fill the void with some-
thing better.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You may offer to
help people out of a need to be useful, but please
know that you do not need to be useful to be

loved. Also consider that the easiest way to keep
your word is not to give it in the first place.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). It is said that there
are no mistakes, only lessons. However, when one
misses the freeway exit, thus adding 10 miles to
the journey, one can’t help but think that some
“lessons” are truly unnecessary.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Humans are not
born knowing how to be moderate, restrained
and emotionally mature. Those who display these
qualities have blundered plenty. If you happen to
misstep, forgive and correct yourself.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Yours is
the plan that’s going to work — once you con-
vince the others, that is. Persuasion will be
tricky, requiring that you lay back, play it cool
and let them think it’s all their idea.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). When you
expose your feelings, you reveal your true self.
You think it’s going to cause a commotion, but
really it will just cause others to know you better
and feel closer to you.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Give with-
out anticipating a return. You’ll relax into your
usual easy charm and mine something wonder-
ful out of the situation you wouldn’t have seen
had you held on to prior expectations.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You really click
with someone. This doesn’t happen every day.
Act on it, immediately. Maybe you won’t become
best friends, or even associates, but there’s a drop
of magic in this connection.
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