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Dear Abby: I have been dating an alcoholic
for three years. He recently entered a treat-
ment program because after his last binge he
tried to kill himself.

He seems to be committed
to his program and staying
sober.

He has requested that I stay
sober with him for at least
a year. While I’m fully com-
mitted to our relationship and
support him, I don’t feel that
it’s fair that I should have to
completely forgo drinking
because he has a problem.

I’m not looking to go out
and party every night — those
days are over for me — but I’d
like to enjoy an occasional beer with a friend
or a glass of wine with my mom.

When I approached him about my doing
so, he became upset. He said if I have this
one exception, he believes the exceptions will
continue and I will be at his old level of drink-
ing.

Do you think his request is reasonable?
— Sober in New Jersey

Dear Sober: That depends upon whether
you, too, had an alcohol problem before your
boyfriend joined the program and were his
drinking buddy.

If the answer is yes, I don’t think his request
is unreasonable. However, your boyfriend may
be afraid that if you drink regularly, it may
threaten his newfound sobriety. If that’s the
case, if you love him, you should refrain for a
year as he has requested.

Dear Abby: My wife and I have the same
argument every year or so. It’s about danc-
ing with other people when we’re out for the
evening.

I feel that “grinding” is sexual and that it’s
inappropriate for someone in a relationship to
do it with anyone else.

I made my sentiments clear to her when we
first started dating, but it seems that about
every year when we are out, she’ll start danc-
ing with some guy in a very provocative man-
ner.

I’ll get unhappy about it, but when I con-
front her, she gets angry with me and says that
it means I don’t trust her. I trust that she’s not
going to go off and sleep with some random

guy, but I feel it is wrong because she knows
how I feel about it. How can I get her to see it
my way? — Principled in San Diego

Dear Principled: She already knows it
upsets you, so try this. Get up, join her and her
partner on the dance floor, and start doing the
“sandwich.” And make sure that the person in
the middle is YOU.

Dear Abby: My husband is in poor health,
and when his time comes, I would like to have
him stuffed. It would be comforting to see him
sitting in his favorite chair in the living room.
That way I’d always know where he is, plus he
wouldn’t be asking me for another beer all the
time. My kids don’t like the idea. What about
you, Abby? — Desert Hot Springs, Calif.

Dear D.H.S.: Grief makes people do strange
things. I’m not sure you are thinking this
through. Once you are finished grieving, you
may meet someone you want to watch a game
with and need that chair.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). You have many
ways to deal with your fear: Push it down; face it;
punch it; ignore it; dance with it. It really doesn’t
matter which route you choose now. The point is
you are driven more strongly by your curiosity.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Children can feel
extreme joy without knowing enough to appreci-
ate the value of it. The happiness
you feel today will be made richer
by your knowledge of its rarity.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Your friend is a mass of contra-
dictions; it’s true. And this same
friend points out the contradic-
tions in you. It’s a complementary
relationship that works in spite of,
or perhaps because of, said contra-
dictions.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
The project of the day reflects your
values, although not directly: Your current ten-
dency is to get involved in the thing that matters
greatly to someone else. This is a testament to the
value you place on relationships.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Presentation sets tone
and tone dictates how the scene unfolds. Your
attention to aesthetics will matter and make a
difference that’s immediately felt by all.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You’re too savvy
not to notice when people are saying something
that clashes with what they really mean. You’ll
not only notice; you’ll make a plan based on what
you feel is true (rather than what someone says
is true).

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). In three months
you’ll be someone different from who you are
now, and it can all be traced back to what you
choose to learn about. Focus on the disciplines
that truly light up your brain.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Because you
know someone so well, you can act as a buffer
between this person and the harsh realities of the
world. This is a sweet gift that you offer, but you’re
also walking the fine line of codependency.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Loved ones
can be clueless about showing you love. Right
now they feel like they’re stabbing in the dark
for ways to please you. They’ll get it eventually.
Be encouraging and enthusiastic over whatever
efforts they make.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Your best
work is neither behind nor ahead of you. Your
best work is the work you’re giving your all to
now. When the moment is past, your best work is
the new moment. Stop judging it. You’re always
doing your best.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Over-thinking
is always a danger for people intellectually gifted
like you. A situation that is more about feelings
will enter your world and boot you right out of an
unhelpful thinking loop. Intense attraction will
be part of this.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). As far as your
love life goes, a certain choice you made may have
been mistaken, but choosing was not. There’s
enough that’s right in this situation. If you build
on the positive, there can be a lot of stability in
this.
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DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston
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BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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