
GARFIELD by Jim Davis

THE PHANTOM by Lee Falk

ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: I’m wondering how to approach
a situation following a visit with some rela-
tives.

We enjoyed a wonderful visit and they were
very nice to put us up in their
guest room.

A few days into our stay,
I woke up with strange and
very itchy bites on my legs
and shoulders.

When I mentioned it to our
host, she quickly supplied me
with some itch cream and
changed the subject.

After we returned home, we
met a few of our relatives and
they mentioned that this par-
ticular household was experi-
encing a bed bug problem.

I was shocked and a little hurt that they
didn’t mention the infestation or warn us
ahead of time.

We’re in the process of making sure we
didn’t bring any of these critters home, but if
we must hire an exterminator or replace fur-
niture, we will be in a bind financially.

What would be the proper way to address
this, and should our host feel some responsi-
bility for what costs we may have to incur?
— Itchy and Irritated in Illinois

Dear Itchy: That these relatives would
knowingly allow you to stay in a room they
knew was infested with “critters” is appall-
ing.

Could they have been too embarrassed to
speak up?

If you must replace rugs, mattresses, bed-
ding, etc., ask them to reimburse you. If they
refuse, you could take them to small claims
court and get a judgment IF you could prove
you picked the bugs up there.

But first you should let your relatives know
that other family members told you about
their “sin of omission.” In the future, if you
plan to visit this couple again, stay elsewhere.
Once bitten, twice shy.

Dear Abby: I have been married to
“George” for 20 years. We have a solid relation-
ship except for one thing that drives me crazy:
He insists on having his ex-wife cut his hair.

I have told him over and over that I really
dislike it and I wish he would go elsewhere,
but he refuses.

Now he’s going behind my back and wait-
ing for me to notice that he’s had a haircut. He
used to at least tell me beforehand. It would
take an entire column to describe her past
behavior, but it’s not all that different from
many exes.

I think what he’s doing is disrespectful to
me. I would never continue doing something
he asked me not to if it bothered him. There
are a lot of hairstylists in this town, and her
haircuts aren’t that great. Am I being unrea-
sonable? — Bothered in Idaho

Dear Bothered: Your husband has been
doing this for 20 years and you are only writ-
ing to me about it now? Because it bothers
you, the next time he goes over to get his hair
cut, volunteer to go with him. If you can’t beat
’em, join ’em — and maybe get a manicure in
the process.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). The idea comes
to you, but it’s not yours. It’s a fickle entity, and
it will go wherever it’s most likely to be realized.
You’ll get first choice though; if you think this
is worth following through on, make your move
now, before it’s too late.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Your life is a bit
like an abstract painting or a song
today in that it’s a work of art you
really needn’t explain. People will
wonder. Let them come up with
their own interpretations. It will
be more interesting that way.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
There are plenty of things on
your wish list these days, includ-
ing bigger reserves of patience,
especially where the opposite sex
is concerned. You may even move
that to the top of the list.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). There’s quite a
lot of work that goes into making your home a
beautiful place that runs smoothly — work you
gladly do, especially since your domestic life is
such a huge source of pride for you these days.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Today you will give
with a heart that’s as big as the wide, open sky.
Your beneficiary will be liberated by the gift and
will feel free enough to fly through the expanse
of it, ever closer to the sun.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Some use tardi-
ness as an attention-getting tool. They equate
being late with being special. Since you need
your life to run on schedule, give those chronical-

ly late people an earlier version of the expected
arrival time.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Have faith. Show
up to work day after day after day like the sun
showing up to the ground. One day, what’s plant-
ed inside will blossom before your eyes.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Powerful people
weren’t always so — and they aren’t always pow-
erful now, either. Everyone is vulnerable in some
way. You’ll see this today, and your compassion in
this regard will be applied to good effect.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). The fake
thing you’re worried about will loom large in
your mind until you challenge it, asking point
blank: “What is the real thing I’m worried
about?” The real thing is very easily handled
once you know what it is.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). The main
stress will be brief and followed by a happy
moment, borne of a very simple question you
ask yourself. “What can I do?” You’ll come up
with many answers, and then you’ll act on the
best one.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). People need
you as much as you need them. This balance will
make for an extremely productive day of coop-
eration and group effort. With deep appreciation,
you’ll accept the ample support you’re offered.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). It’s not time to
ask for help yet. You’re not ready for people to
take notice of your idea. You’re still working on
it, and you’d prefer to do that under the radar.
Once loved ones give you the space you need,
you’ll be in heaven.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins

Relatives may pay dearly for hospitality
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