
GARFIELD by Jim Davis

THE PHANTOM by Lee Falk

ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: I have a friend, “Ed,” who
dated a woman who put him down regularly.
He was often depressed, and we would discuss
what was wrong. Eventually I told him I didn’t
think she was good for him
and he should end it. Instead,
he became reluctant to tell me
if anything was wrong.

When they got engaged,
everyone was shocked. Ed
explained it by saying they
had been dating for several
years so an engagement
seemed “logical.” Although
many of his friends thought
he was making a mistake, we
offered our congratulations
and support.

The other day, by coincidence, I read an
article on the subject of female-on-male
domestic abuse and realized that Ed’s wife
— although she doesn’t physically harm him
— demonstrates all the signs of an abuser.
Part of me wants to discuss my concerns with
Ed, but part of me thinks it’s too late because
they’re already married. What would YOU do?
— Fearful Friend

Dear Friend: I would try a more subtle
approach than your past efforts. I would share
that article with my friend Ed and let him
draw his own conclusions.

Dear Abby: I work and live in an ethnically
and religiously diverse community. There is
also a welcoming and open LGBT community
here.

While I was having lunch with a new
employee, she mentioned that she was mar-
ried. My first thought was that she was mar-
ried to a woman, but later it sounded like her
spouse was male. I didn’t want to be rude so
I kept my mouth shut. Is it ever OK to ask
the gender of someone’s spouse? — Polite but
Confused in Oregon

Dear Polite: I don’t think so. It would be
more tactful to ask the person her spouse’s
name. However, if the name is gender-neutral,
then you should wait till you know the woman
better for the answer.

Dear Abby: My wife is a nurse who works
36 hours a week. Two years ago she got duped
into working for a multilevel marketing com-

pany. All she does now in her spare time is try
to recruit people. She is never home.

We have two kids. She spends $700 a month
on products and makes only $250 a month. Her
so-called business is everything to her. She
won’t get marriage counseling. She says she
isn’t a quitter. I want a divorce, but I hate the
consequences of ending a 15-year marriage.

I need help. It would be so easy to cheat,
and I have been tempted more than once,
but haven’t done it. We are in our 40s, and I
feel like a single parent. What do I do? I’m so
frustrated. She is basically working for free
and thinks she’ll be able to retire rich from it.
— Brainwashed

Dear Brainwashed: The business venture
you have described may be a pyramid scheme.
Many people have ended up with garages filled
with inventory they can’t unload and nothing
to show for it. If she refuses counseling, then
YOU should consider it for yourself, because
what has been going on in your marriage is
unfair to you and your children.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). When you play,
you play hard: You leave it all on the field. You
can bet that the good you leave behind will grow
on without you. You’re a force for happiness.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Between the
someone you want to be and someone you’re glad
you’re not, there’s you, just as you are. And if you
can spend the day being fine with
that, it will be a day well-spent.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You may feel like you don’t want
to make your move; maybe you’re
tired or just unsure. Don’t worry.
This is happening, regardless of
your feelings about it.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Freedom is precious. Savor it
where you find it. You are free in
so much of your life now, even
though you’ve felt trapped. Push through the
restrictions and you’ll see that they were mostly
illusions.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). It’s been suggested
that there’s no such thing as an ordinary cat.
There’s also no such thing as an ordinary Leo,
which you will illustrate so aptly in the day’s
extraordinary accomplishments.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Seeing your loved
ones prosper will give you pleasure far beyond
what can be derived by your own successes now.
This is just how your generous heart works at
the moment.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Your excellent atti-
tude puts you in line for financial good fortune.
Quite simply, you’re not afraid of the hard work,
and the mess doesn’t scare you, either.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). What a differ-
ence an outfit makes — a considerable differ-
ence, indeed, today. Dressing the part will help
you get comfortable in your role, not to mention
the many practical reasons to put effort into sar-
torial appropriateness.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Everyone
notices the obvious opportunities, but you’re
interested in the rare ones. This quest is what
will alert you to the opportunity sitting quietly
in the corner, not doing anything special to draw
attention to itself.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Usually
when you make a list, you feel more organized.
Don’t be surprised if the first list you make today
has you overwhelmed instead. Don’t give up
though. This can all be sorted through.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). When you’re
in the shower, you’re solving problems. When
you’re driving, shopping, talking to friends, even
when you’re sleeping, your keen mind never
stops solving and resolving all along the way.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Hoping, wish-
ing, forcing: None of it works on the flower,
which opens in its own sweet time. You’re the
same. No matter how they might prefer you to
move, your internal clock is stronger and perfect
for you.
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