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MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: For the last five months I have
been talking to a guy I met via a dating app. We
live a few states apart and have yet to meet in
person, but we communicate regularly.

With my tax refund this
year, I’d like to do something
for me. He suggested that
I visit him. I don’t get any
red flags from him, and I’m
sure I’d be 100 percent safe
while I’m there. However, I’m
anxious about taking a trip
by myself to visit a guy I’ve
developed a crush on.

I have thought about
offering to pay his way here
instead. I asked my friends
and family for their opinions.
Some of them think I should go, while others
say I should pay his way here. I need advice.
— Confused and Crushing

Dear C&C: I vote for having your friend
come and visit you. That way your family
and friends can meet him, and if your crush
doesn’t live up to your expectations, you won’t
be alone in a strange city.

Dear Abby: I live in a house with my hus-
band, his 11-year-old son and my husband’s
father. I am pregnant with my first child and
I get cravings for chocolate. I hide my choco-
lates in my armoire so I don’t have to worry
about my sugar-crazed son getting to them.

However, I have recently found out that he
goes through my things to find the goodies
and helps himself. I feel he has stepped over
the line and violated my privacy. My husband
and I have confronted him about it more than
once, and each time he lies.

How can we turn his behavior around and
make him see that he is being disrespectful
toward me? — Pregnant Chocolate Lover

Dear Chocolate Lover: There should be
consequences for misbehavior, and they should
be explained to the boy. He should also under-
stand there will be more severe consequences
for lying to cover it up. Because you know the
boy cannot be trusted, put a lock on the closet
or cupboard, or on your bedroom door.

Dear Abby: My husband and I have been
happily married for 38 years. Almost every-
thing is great, except that the wife of his best

friend, “Ted,” has the hots for my husband. We
all get along well, but it’s obvious her interest
is mostly in my husband, not me.

Ted has no idea his wife feels this way, but
several people have pointed it out, and I have
observed the way she acts. I have talked to my
husband about it. He in no way is interested
in her.

I would never want to jeopardize my hus-
band’s friendship with Ted, and I enjoy being
friends with them both, but I’m uncomfortable
about her feelings for my husband. Can I say
something to her and let her know how I feel
without ruining the friendship with her or the
one my husband has with Ted? — Situation in
Austin, Texas

Dear Situation: Probably not. While it
wouldn’t change the relationship your hus-
band has with Ted, if you address this with
his wife and tell her you know she has been
lusting after your husband, it’s sure to cause
embarrassment. And that’s not conducive to a
close friendship.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). The deal goes
down; the exchange favors you. You may not
immediately feel the force of your good fortune.
Maybe you won’t even see how you’re on top.
Days from now you’ll understand the many ben-
efits of your position.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Relationship
drama prevails. Is his love true?
How do I win her heart? Will the
dish run away with the spoon? It’s
too soon to tell the answers. The
important thing is not to agonize.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Your desire for achievement can
be like a constant purring need
inside you, and it can also be a
ferocious, roaring hunger. It’s the
hunger that will motivate today’s
choices. Get out of the way, world!

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Those who have been around the scene a while
will try to mentor you, or maybe they are just
showing off to impress the new person. Either
way, relax and respect, but don’t commit.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). This passionate sky
could trigger your fire sign nature in any num-
ber of directions — maybe through intense love,
and maybe through anger. Both can potentially
affect your actions before you even realize how
you’re feeling.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). There’s a way
to get what you want and make another person
richer in the process. Keep brainstorming until
you hit on a mutually profitable arrangement.

Fire signs (Aries, Leo, Sagittarius) will be par-
ticularly lucky for you.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Everyone likes a
nice, good, decent person, and most are striving
daily to fit the description. So why is it so hard to
be good sometimes? Moments of weakness hap-
pen. Forgive yourself. Forget it. Move on.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). The disappoint-
ing experience of the past has created a new
dynamic inside you. It feels something like
revenge, but there is no ill intent in this resolve
to get powerful enough to make things right.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Your work
will be like a dance. You’ll move in close and con-
nect in support of a partner. You’ll build trust.
You are there to catch one another for those risky
showoff moves.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Bottom
line: The ones who never fail aren’t trying hard
enough. You’re becoming less and less concerned
about looking like a winner. Your need to stretch
and test the limits will override your need to
keep up appearances.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Friends will
inspire you with what they do to stay healthy,
attractive and well-fed. Maybe you’ll even try out
some of their practices. You have your own ritu-
als, but you’re always adding to that arsenal.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Being ready to
take on the world starts with looking the part.
Take as long as you need; an extensive self-care
routine will be worth the effort and money. Your
attention to detail will catch the eye of those you
want to impress.
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HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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