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Dear Abby: I’m a divorced man dating a
divorcee, “Sylvie,” who is eight years younger.
I recently learned she had an affair before we
met, and it is affecting the way I see her.

The man she had the affair
with is still married. I had an
affair while I was married,
and although I understand
how affairs can happen, I don’t
condone them.

It took me several years to
forgive myself for the hurt my
actions caused.

Sylvie tells me things are
over with this man, yet she
continues to do business with
him.

In my mind she ought to
find alternative vendors to deal with. We have
spoken about it, and she insists no one else in
our area carries or represents the product line
he offers.

I feel if she truly is over him, then all com-
munication, both personal and professional,
should cease.

It’s not that I don’t trust Sylvie, but I believe

things might reignite between them in a weak
moment. Am I being ridiculous? — Dazed in
Wisconsin

Dear Dazed: You’re not being ridiculous,
but the truth is you don’t completely trust
Sylvie when she says the affair is history.

For her to sacrifice a necessary business
contact because you are insecure would be
a mistake. There would be financial conse-
quences, and she has no guarantee that her
relationship with you will progress beyond
dating.

Dear Abby: My boyfriend of three years
slapped me across the face a few nights ago. He
has never done that before, and he promised
he’d never do it again.

After he hit me he immediately apologized,
but said I was partly at fault because I had
taunted and belittled him. I love him very
much and know he would never want to hurt
me.

We’re both in our 20s and have expressed
our devout love for each other. My boyfriend
is the sweetest guy and truly makes me a

happier person, but I don’t know if I can fully
trust and be in love with him after he hit me.

I feel partly responsible for what happened
that night, but I know I didn’t deserve to be
hit.

Is my boyfriend an abuser? He has been
nothing but caring and supportive and shows
no other signs of being abusive. What should I
do? — Taken Aback Out West

Dear Taken Aback: Let me point out that
abusers do not start out relationships by being
that way. But once slapping starts, it often
escalates to pushing, hitting and more serious
violence. One of the hallmarks of an abuser is
blaming the victim by saying he/she deserved
it, and it is a big, red warning sign.

Because you have said that your boyfriend
has never shown any other signs of being
abusive in your three-year relationship, con-
sider this incident an unfortunate one-time
occurrence. But keep your eyes wide open in
case it wasn’t.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Emotional-ener-
gy-saving tip of the day: Take a gentle, noncon-
frontational approach to communication. Avoid
if you must. Defer if you can. Flattery and sweet-
ness will work wonders, as will a gracious exit
strategy.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You’ll have a
clear sense of what you need to do.
Getting yourself to do it is another
story. Mostly this is a matter of
being organized and falling into a
routine that can be repeated.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
With Mercury as your guiding
planet, you’re keenly aware of the
opportunities to be seized before
tomorrow’s retrograde. There’s
such confidence in your approach
that others can’t help but follow
your lead.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). The club you’re
in now is a very small one. Cherish the other
members. Only the ones who are in your league
know and appreciate all the work that goes into
playing at this particular level.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You’ll meet one who
has succeeded at this game already and overcome
surprising obstacles to do so. For you to win at
this too, you’ll need to train hard. Much will
depend on the internal fortitude.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You’ll find your-
self enjoying the very same thing that others
are stressing over. There is opportunity in this
dynamic. Perhaps you can relieve their pain for

a fee. You truly want others to have as much ease
in life as you do.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Moving forward
can be scary, and yet right now you feel oddly
undaunted by the prospect. Perhaps you sense
there’s something very familiar to embrace a few
steps beyond where you are. Rushing ahead feels
like coming home.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Do a quick self-
esteem check. It would be a shame not to fully
accept the abundance this day has to offer you
because you simply don’t think you deserve it.
You do! And how!

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). The differ-
ence between excitement and anxiety is a belief
that you’re safe in the world. You are, so relax.
Once you do that, you can direct your energy in a
most productive manner.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You’ll follow
a direction, stand in a line, see a need and fill it,
all in the name of duty. Don’t let this take over
your whole day! There really is time to energize
your spirit by doing what you want to do, if you
make it a priority.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Maybe you
don’t know exactly how to say what you need
to say, but open up and try anyway. You’ll be
extremely effective in getting your point across;
the language of emotions is universal.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Is the relation-
ship progressing or regressing? Don’t worry too
much about it now. Instead, just be mindful not to
get too comfortable where you are, and welcome
change in whatever form it shows up.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
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DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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