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Dear Abby: I have been in a serious rela-
tionship with my boyfriend for two years. He
shared with me that he was sexually abused
by a cousin for years as a child.

He told me he has never
disclosed it to anyone but
me.

My boyfriend says he has
come to terms with the abuse
and his abuser, but I’m not
sure it’s true.

He became really upset
when he spoke about it the
one time, and we haven’t dis-
cussed it since.

I’m afraid to pry, but I think
he may need help. His abuser
is still present in his life.

I’m not sure what’s stopping him from
seeking help. What do you think I should do?
— Only Trying to Help in Ohio

Dear Only Trying To Help: Your boy-
friend may not have discussed what hap-
pened because of fear or embarrassment, or
because his abuser made him feel it was his
fault.

When someone is abused for years, that
person is the victim of a predator.

Talk to him again about this. I agree that he
should consult a mental health professional.
Not only would it help him, but because thera-
pists are “mandated reporters,” it would also
ensure that this cousin doesn’t sexually abuse
other children.

Dear Abby: I had an affair years ago, and I
recently confessed to my spouse that our child
isn’t his.

Things are really bad now between the two
of us, and I don’t think we are going to make
it. My question is, do I tell my child the truth?
— Imperfect Mom in California

Dear Imperfect: At some point your child
will need to know his or her entire medical
history. He or she may also wish to meet the
biological father.

If your child is young, the news can wait.
But if he or she is nearing adulthood, that
information could be important in case there
are diseases that run in the father’s fam-
ily — diabetes, heart disease, cancer and
Alzheimer’s among them.

Dear Abby: We often go out to dinner with
another couple and have done so for several
years.

It has become increasingly embarrassing
because of the demands they place on the
servers.

They always want more butter (and often
demand it before the rolls or bread are
served), they want more sauce, more gravy,
more cheese, more dressing, then more bread,
butter, syrup — basically more of everything.
Then they feel compelled to let the server
know what was wrong with the meal after we
are finished.

How can my wife and I bow out of dinner
dates with them without canceling all other
social activities we do together? — Desperate
at Dinner

Dear Desperate: I can see how eating
with a couple like that could give someone
indigestion. You don’t have to cut them off
completely, just be less and less available for
those dinners.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES(March21-April19). You’re terrific at
sniffing out trouble. You can look into a person’s
eyes and see the potential for danger, or walk into
a room and feel the level of risk in the air. These
talents will be useful today.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You’re in the
mood to stop and wonder, which causes you to
consider the origin of everything,
including you. It’s interesting how
you got here, but ultimately what
matters is doing the most with
where you are.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Their behavior is odd at best, irri-
tating mostly, offensive occasion-
ally. And then there’s you: totally
accepting. This is love. This is tol-
erance. This is the way to inner
peace. This is the way to world
peace.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Comparison,
competition, commerce — these are the C’s that
will rule the day if you let them. This is a fierce
game you’re playing! Rejuvenate this evening
with more C’s: compassion, calm, centeredness.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). There is a strange
communion between you and the natural world
today. The truth is, this dance is always going on,
but you are more keenly aware of it now. Nature
is calling on you to set something right.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). All things come
and go. Your ease with this is strongly linked to
your moods. Letting things come and go as they
please without posing a resistance to either side

of the equation will free up a lot of energy in
you.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). The most efficient
way to streamline any task or relationship will
be to set it up right from the start. Most of the
work will be accomplished in the preparation
stage, which will last for several hours.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You will enjoy
an impassioned, though brief, visitation from
the muses. They’ll part within an hour, leaving
behind a gift — an unadulterated vision. What
you do with it from there is your choice.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). There’s
something very seductive about the heated
exchanges just outside of your realm. You do
crave excitement, but at what cost? It takes matu-
rity to rise above drama.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You’ll be
called to a quest. There are deals to strike that
favor you and yours. In the process, you’ll intro-
duce people who wouldn’t know each other if
you hadn’t set out on this path.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You have the
goods. There’s talent in one of your back pockets;
the other pocket is filled with confidence. You
could be the star at any time of your choosing.
But right now there is more benefit in being a
team player.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Regardless of
how nice and positive people may be, it’s still
toxic to spend all your time in the same group.
Change it up. Seek the kind of company that
activates your imagination and motivates you in
new ways.
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DILBERT by Scott Adams
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