
GARFIELD by Jim Davis

THE PHANTOM by Lee Falk

ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: My boyfriend of 5 1/2 years died
unexpectedly. Like so many other Americans,
he didn’t have life insurance or any money to
cover his funeral. For the last 2 1/2 years I pro-
vided the primary financial
support when he came and
lived with me.

His mother made the deci-
sions about the casket and ser-
vice. She asked that money
instead of flowers be given to
help pay for the cost of the
funeral.

Around $4,000 is still owed.
She now says the remaining
cost should be divided between
her, her ex-husband and me.

I don’t think I should be
obligated to assume a third of the funeral
costs. If I had been married to him, the situa-
tion would be different.

I have friends and family who agree with
me and others who don’t. If I tell his mother
it isn’t my responsibility to pay, she and other
family members may never speak to me again.
What is your response to this scenario? — Who
is Responsible?

Dear Who: This may seem negative, but of
this I am positive: Even if you do pay a third
of the funeral expenses, those people may
turn away from you anyway. So do as your
conscience dictates and nobody else.

Dear Abby: It has been more than 30 years
since I knew the whereabouts of my brother,
my only sibling.

Over the years, I have searched for him off
and on, especially when there were major life
events. Both of our parents have died, with my
mother cursing him at the end.

My family believed he was probably dead
since no one had heard from him, even to ask
for money.

Yesterday, I Googled his name, and to my
surprise his mug shot popped up. It appears
he has been incarcerated for most of the 30
years and has a rap sheet a mile long. Nothing
violent, just stealing.

I am saddened to have seen his photo this
way and wonder why he never reached out to
me. He has been alone, a criminal, for most of
his life with no one to love or care about him.

My husband says don’t contact him, and I
probably shouldn’t. I’d just like him to know

that I have missed him and I am sad his life
turned out this way.

Am I a fool to want to know this hardened
criminal? I am justifiably afraid that he could
be big trouble. Please advise. — Sad Sister in
Texas

Dear Sad Sister: Your brother may have
refrained from contacting the family because
he was ashamed of the mess he had made of
his life. So let’s follow your question to its logi-
cal conclusion.

You contact your incarcerated, career-crim-
inal brother and tell him how sad you are that
his life turned out this way. Then what? What
will you do if he wants to correspond with
you? If he wants money? If he needs a place to
stay if he’s ever released?

Unless you are prepared to assume respon-
sibility for someone you have had no con-
tact with in decades, listen to your husband.
You already have the information you were
searching for, so don’t go looking for trouble
— because your brother IS trouble.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). You might be
tempted to blame an unpleasant emotional state
on a circumstance that was not the cause of it.
Perhaps the real cause doesn’t matter anyway.
The solution is exercise.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Like a deep-sea
diver looking for the treasures lost to shipwrecks
or the remnants of an ancient city,
you’ll plunge into the depths of
your soul, seeking recovery and
understanding.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Someone else may try and tell you
who you are, which is a gesture
almost comical to you. You don’t
need the opinion; that’s for sure.
It’s a desperate cry for power that
you can safely disregard. You know
who you are. Trust that.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). You are creative
and will have so many ideas that you couldn’t
possibly do them all and still maintain your daily
life. Whittle it down. There’s a gem in there that is
doable, reasonable and perfectly sized for where
you are.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). It will take a lot of self-
control to finish the work that’s set before you.
Don’t be surprised if you get to the end of it and
crave cake or some other celebratory indulgence!

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). While it is often
true that the squeaky wheel gets grease, the
wheel is still taking a chance. It could also get

thrown in the garbage bin, replaced by a brand-
new wheel content to silently glide along.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). What did you think
before you understood what they wanted you to
think? There is wisdom in your free associations,
truth in your first impressions and high intelli-
gence in your immediate gut responses.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You’re not just
being picky. There’s a method to your choosiness.
A theme is emerging for you to build on. After all,
what’s the point of having taste and style if you
don’t honor it?

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). The com-
petition is stiff and public. You can’t help but
wonder how you measure up. It would take quite
a lot of extra effort not to live in a world of com-
parison now. Put a limit on it, though. Too much
is unhealthy.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Today life
comes at you just like you like it — spontaneous,
unpredictable, magical. To stay buoyant, share
your experiences with the right people — friends
who think like you do.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). The recent past
is as gone as the distant past. There’s nothing
wrong with getting over things quickly. Don’t let
anyone criticize you for your process.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You’ll notice that
many want to keep tabs on your whereabouts
these days. You’re out doing something interest-
ing, as usual, which is why people feel they must
sprint to catch up with you.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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