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Dear Abby: My husband and I have been
together for eight years, but married only a
few months. It took him a long time to finally
marry me, and it ended up that I was the one
to propose.

I am 30 and he’s 39. I know
he loves me. I have always
expressed that I want chil-
dren and he did, too. I have
been off birth control, but
now he doesn’t want to make
love. When I try to get him in
the mood, he always finds an
excuse. I love him more than
anything, but I do not want
to miss out on being a parent.
This is a deal-breaker. I don’t
know what to do. — Future
Mommy in Wisconsin

Dear Future Mommy: Settle this now
by asking your husband directly why he is
either unwilling or unable to perform in the
bedroom. You are entitled to an explanation,
because he may be having second thoughts
not only about starting a family, but also the
marriage. If he has changed his mind about

having children, talk to a lawyer because you
may be able to get an annulment.

Dear Abby: I have a friend who is in the
Navy. We have been friends for a year and a
half, but have never met in person. He’s 19 and
I’m 17. We Skype at least once a week.

He has fallen for me and doesn’t know what
to do because he’s in an arranged marriage he
doesn’t want to be in. He doesn’t know the girl,
doesn’t know what she looks like or even know
her name. All he knows is she lives in Russia.

I have fallen for him, too. He is only going
through with the marriage because his grand-
parents did it. I thought I would ask for some
advice on what I should do. — Miss Confused

Dear Miss Confused: Are you sure this
person is who he has represented himself to
be? “Because his grandparents did it” is not a
good reason to go through with a marriage to
a stranger. If his story is true, it appears this
young man’s family has his future mapped
out for him, and he isn’t independent enough
to resist.

If you continue this Skype romance, I see
nothing but sadness ahead for you. You would

be happier if you found someone closer to
home, someone whom you can meet in per-
son.

Dear Abby: I don’t know what’s wrong with
me. I say yes to everything! I say yes to people
I don’t even want to. I agree to plans that over-
ride those I have already made. Then I have
to lie my way out of events and other stuff I
don’t want to do, or never had any intention
of ever doing. I need help. It’s ruining my life.
Please, please help. — Can’t Say No

Dear Can’t Say No: What’s wrong is that
you are trying to be a people-pleaser. The
problem with making promises you can’t keep
is that eventually you will become labeled as a
flake when you don’t follow through.

If you’re afraid you won’t be liked if you
take the risk of just saying no, you are mis-
taken. People will respect you for standing up
for yourself and drawing the line, as long as
it’s done politely. An example would be, “I’d
love to, but I already have plans.”

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). No matter how
experienced the authority figure purports to be,
you may come up with an endless supply of bet-
ter ideas today. Depending on the situation, these
might be best kept to yourself.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). If you’re giving
more to a relationship than is prudent, sus-
tainable or healthy and yet it still
doesn’t seem to be enough, that
points to a faulty relationship, not
a faulty you.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
An impulsive mood could inspire
you to gamble today, and not nec-
essarily with money. There are
many commodities that are far
more precious than money to put
at stake — like your self-esteem or
your emotional resolve.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Be careful not to
seek proof of your own legitimacy. Just because
you have yet to achieve success in an area doesn’t
mean you don’t belong there. Claim your right
to be there. Assume it’s where you’re supposed
to be.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). The potential energy
that is bound up inside of youth will be invigorat-
ing to be around. You’ll help, guide and contrib-
ute to the next generation, and this will benefit
you in many ways.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You can only com-
mit fully to one plan. You have a few choices, and
honestly any of them will work, as long as you

execute the plan because of the whole person you
are — and not because of the hole in the person
you are.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). If your happiness
does not hinge on another person’s interaction
or approval, then why is it that every time you
experience this, your heart flies over the moon?
Enjoy it for now. It’s not a problem until it is.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Inspiration is
cyclical, so there’s no reason to panic if you hit
a dry spell now and again, as evidenced by this
afternoon. This is the perfect excuse to drop the
routine and follow a juicy little distraction.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). The
answers are right in front of you; you just have to
be observant and analytical enough to recognize
them. “When you cut into the present, the future
leaks out.” — William Burroughs

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). There’s a
bit of a trickster in you today. Many will want to
play with you, even if it means being the object
of light teasing. It’s a form of love that the good-
humored will appreciate.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Someone’s
agenda is going to be your priority today, so why
shouldn’t it be yours? The others need you, sure.
But if you’re being honest, haven’t you been
indulging them a little too much lately?

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You want prog-
ress and get minutiae instead. Perhaps you’ll see
better momentum if you celebrate the incremen-
tal steps. Test the theory. Drum up some enthusi-
asm and see if the pace picks up.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins

Wife wanting kids must face husband
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