
GARFIELD by Jim Davis

THE PHANTOM by Lee Falk

ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: My wife of 15 years has recent-
ly begun spending a lot of time with a group
of women who socialize away from their hus-
bands. They like to meet without their hus-
bands and party at pick-up
nightclubs and swingers’ bars.
When I asked her about it,
her response was, “It’s just us
girls dancing with each other
and having a good time. We
dance with each other at the
table we’re at. We never dance
with any of the men who ask
us.” When I asked why they
go to these kinds of places,
she said the atmosphere and
music are better there.

Abby, I object to this type
of partying. We married to be together. She’s
now accusing me of being jealous and posses-
sive. Am I wrong to want her to stop? I think
what she’s doing is dangerous. — Please Stop
in Arizona

Dear Please Stop: No, you’re not wrong.
Your wife partying regularly at swingers’ bars
and pick-up joints IS a threat to your marriage.

If the shoe were on the other foot, she’d prob-
ably feel the same way you’re feeling, unless
you had both agreed on an open relationship.
Spouses who treat each other without consid-
eration for the other’s feelings usually wind
up divorced, so while there is time to save
your marriage, some sessions with a marriage
counselor would be a good investment.

Dear Abby: My mom died of cancer last
year at the young age of 63. Not one member
of my husband’s mother’s family (other than
my MIL and FIL, whom we live with) acknowl-
edged her death. There were no phone calls, no
sympathy cards, NOTHING. My family and I
were extremely hurt.

Some members of my mother-in-law’s fam-
ily are nearing death themselves, and I know I
will be expected to go along with my husband,
in-laws and their extended family to the vari-
ous services “out of respect.” The problem
is, my respect for them no longer exists. Any
advice? — Disrespected on the East Coast

Dear Disrespected: Yes. If you prefer not
to attend, stay home. And if you are asked why
you didn’t show up, tell them the reason.

Dear Abby: A family with young children
just moved into the house across the street.
They seem like nice people, but one thing
concerns me.

Day and night, their 6-year-old son rides
his bike all over the street unsupervised, and
darts across without looking.

Most of the residents on our street drive
carefully, but every so often a strange car or
two will barrel through. I’m worried that the
boy will get hit one of these days.

Should someone go to the parents and tell
them their child isn’t safe? Or is it nobody’s
business to scold people on how to raise their
children? — Concerned Neighbor

Dear Concerned Neighbor: Go there
not to scold but to welcome your new neigh-
bors.

And while you’re there, warn the parents
that some drivers ignore the speed limit while
driving down that street, so it’s important
they stress to their boy the importance of
looking both ways when he’s on his bike.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Should you seek
support, or is that the costly, lazy, complicated
way of solving the problem? If you can afford
to try it out with little stress to your resources,
you’ll know straightaway. If not, you’ll be fine
(brilliant, even) on your own.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Everyone is
too busy forming complaints to
listen to the complaints of others.
The trick is to get very busy with
something better than being dis-
gruntled. Do this and you’ll stand
out as remarkable.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
What starts out as a dilemma
could turn into a contest, game or
reason to survey dozens of people.
Your curious mind will turn this
puzzle into social amusement.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Normally you
would sprinkle some fun in with your disciplined
approach to work. Today you’ll be more success-
ful sprinkling your disciplined approach to work
into your fun.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). The inner and outer
realities aren’t meshing — how stressful! A dra-
matic expression will be cathartic, although best
endeavored alone. You don’t need witnesses in
order to feel better.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Things that come
too easily to a person will have very little value
to that person, regardless of how high the public
appraisal may be. This is just one more reason

you need to stop giving your services away for
free.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Sometimes it’s
more trouble than it’s worth to take on strong-
willed people, so you acquiesce to a role you
never meant to play. Bottom line: If you don’t like
what they call you, stop answering to it.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Power won’t be
granted, and you won’t have to steal it. It’s more
of a summoning process. Direct your energy.
Channel chaotic nervousness into one focused
stream; that’s powerful!

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Combine
your bright ideas with the luminous insights of
another, and then run and get your sunglasses
— because together, you’ll be dangerously bril-
liant.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Your main
concern has to do with handling business, not
making friends. However, it is precisely because
you behave in such a professional way that you
attract social opportunities.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You consider
yourself to be a kind of host of today’s situa-
tion, and you’ll mingle breezily, making sure
everyone around you is having fun. Thanks to
you, anyone who is capable of a good time will
be having one.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Your time has
been valuable all along, though extra work and a
stiff deadline makes every second seem to count
even more. Discourage interruptions. Ask for the
abbreviated version of every story.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins

Wife parties while man stews at home
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