
GARFIELD by Jim Davis

THE PHANTOM by Lee Falk

ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: A co-worker has been diag-
nosed with terminal cancer. She’s not sure how
long she may have. She is relatively young, so
it’s tragic. We have excellent insurance from
work, national health care and
disability insurance.

Another co-worker sent
out an email with a link to a
crowdfunding site as well as
an invitation to a party selling
products. The proceeds will be
donated to fulfilling a “cancer
bucket list,” which includes
pampering, trips and other
luxuries.

I sympathize with anyone
having a terminal illness, but
why does that mean I have to
give money? Do they have a right to be pam-
pered on other people’s dime?

This kind of fundraising, without real
financial need, seems to happen often: Co-
workers who have had accidents, fires, unex-
pected or stressful incidents all have office
collections set up, even when they are fully
insured and the damage is covered by their
policies. A friend (or Human Resources) con-

tacts everyone who has had even a passing
interaction with the individual and solicits
donations.

I am happy to write letters and notes to
people I know are having a hard time. I visit
with closer friends and may bring a meal or
flowers to their home.

But people I’ve spent only a few hours of my
life with asking for money for luxuries seems
nervy to me. Am I a tightwad, or is a financial
donation necessary to express condolences?
— Tightwad in Canada

Dear Tightwad: Because you receive a
solicitation does not mean you are obligated to
respond to it. (Unless the “solicitor” is holding
a gun, in which case I would advise you not to
argue.) Whether to make a donation for some-
thing like this is your CHOICE, and if you
choose not to join in, you should not feel — or
be made to feel — guilty if you decline.

Dear Abby: My daughter is being married
in June. Her father — my ex — has let her
know she must invite his new wife’s parents
to the wedding. They are drinkers, and have
in the past been very rude to my daughter.

She has no relationship at all with them and
doesn’t want them at her wedding. She is
aware that this will cause hard feelings with
her stepmother and her father.

My soon-to-be son-in-law called me asking
for advice. I said maybe they should be invited
to keep peace in the family, but my daughter is
very upset at the idea of having these people
around on her “special day.” Any advice?
— Wedding Invite in Wisconsin

Dear Wedding Invite: Your ex-husband’s
new in-laws are not related to your daughter
and do not appear to have made an effort to
befriend her. Because of that, I see no reason
why they “must” be invited, unless your ex is
footing the bill for the wedding.

If this is the case, and the wedding is a large
one, the couple could be seated “in Siberia,”
which might be a less than satisfactory, but
workable, solution. (Why they would insist on
coming under these circumstances, I can’t say,
but some people will do almost anything for a
free dinner.)

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). It’s time to
convince the childish part of yourself that your
higher-minded self is worthy of just as much
respect as the other authorities in your life and
then a whole lot more.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You’re in a posi-
tion to be a tiebreaker; however, it is very likely
that you will see both sides of the
argument and agree with neither.
Don’t vote just because they ask
you to. There has to be another
answer.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You’re learning the intricacies of
an existing power dynamic. What
will it take to become so self-suf-
ficient you no longer have to deal
with this? Someone is going to be
put in charge of you, so it may as
well be you.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). The work
doesn’t have to be pretty; it just has to get done.
Make this your mantra when too many ultimate-
ly meaningless details call out seductively to you
like sirens on the rocks.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You’ve a genuine
respect for younger people, as you see the unique
creatures they are — better equipped for the
future than anyone before has ever been. Older
people also have your admiration and loyalty.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). There are sacred
places in the world that are kept secret from peo-
ple who wouldn’t understand them. Your humble

spirit will ingratiate you somewhere that a proud
attitude would never be invited.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). No one is the same
in every situation. You’ll be around a person who
brings out a rarely seen side of you and shows
you something about your potential that you
didn’t realize before.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). There are many
ways to get attention. People around you now
seem to be pulling out all the stops to get yours,
some by being attractive and successful, others
by being loud and needy.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Your
instruction will be valuable help. You’ll also be
excellent at matching individuals to the jobs they
are best suited for and the people they are most
compatible with.

CAPRICORN(Dec.22-Jan.19).Don’tassume
you’re being understood or even heard. You may
be surprised at what people are taking away from
your conversation, and unless you check in and
ask for feedback you won’t really know.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). The funny
people in your life are probably about as high-
maintenance as they are intelligent — and so
worth every ounce of attention you pour into the
relationship.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). When you don’t
know what’s going on behind the scenes, waiting
for it to come together can be anxiety-provoking.
The more you learn about what’s involved in a
production, the easier it will be to flow with the
timing of it.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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