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ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: I’m writing about your answer
to “An International Educator” (Dec. 27), who
asked about translators at parent-teacher con-
ferences. Your answer was only partially cor-
rect.

I am a professional inter-
preter and translator. First I
should note that translators
do written work; interpreters
speak aloud. Different skills
are involved, which is why
there are different terms.

Second, during interpre-
tation, the interpreter is not
considered to be part of the
conversation, just a “conduit”
through which communica-
tion takes place. Persons being
interpreted for do not need to look at the
interpreter while facilitating their communi-
cation.

A professional interpreter will interpret
everything that is said; for example, they will
not leave out curse words or “filter” or embel-
lish anything. They also try to approximate
the same voice tone.

I should also note that professional inter-

preters are bound by privacy codes much
like doctors and nurses. We are not allowed
to divulge any information we have learned
from our interpretation jobs. Another thing
to realize is that a professional interpreter (or
translator) will be completely neutral, regard-
less of who hired him/her or with which
party he/she enters the room.

If someone is using a non-professional
interpreter, a person who just happens to
know both languages but has not had the
training to be an interpreter, he/she may not
adhere to these privacy or conduct codes, and
their interpretations may not be of the best
quality. Just knowing two languages does not
guarantee that someone is capable of doing
accurate interpretations (the same goes for
translations). — One Who Knows in Kansas

Dear O.W.K.: Thank you for clarifying the
difference between the two terms. You were
one of many readers who wrote to explain it,
and I’m glad you did.

Dear Abby: Please tell your readers that
even though gay people are more integrated
into our lives, it does not provide an open invi-

tation to pry into anyone’s sexual practices. I
have been asked many times about the physi-
cal mechanics of my relationship, although I
would never consider requesting such infor-
mation from my heterosexual friends, neigh-
bors or co-workers.

I think the bottom line should be: Keep
your noses out of your friends’ bedrooms and
everything will be just fine.

I am a gay 49-year-old man in Texas and
honestly would never dream of asking any
couple — straight or gay — what they do when
they are alone.

It bothers me that some people think being
accepted means I welcome these kinds of
questions. — MYOB in Austin

Dear MYOB: There is no end to the nosy
and intrusive questions people with poor judg-
ment will ask. However, there is a standard
response that may resolve your problem if
you say it with a smile. It’s, “If you’ll forgive
me for not answering that question, I’ll forgive
you for asking!”

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). You’ll have
power over the situation this afternoon. Given
the choice, the others will opt for the status quo.
If you don’t like the status quo, then don’t even
give them that choice.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You will place
an order that waits in line with a whole lot of
other orders. You’re not the prior-
ity, and yet you’ll move quickly up
the queue when you say the magic
words. Those words will have to
do with making that person feel
better about his job.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
When greeted with questionable
stimuli, your first response will
be not to respond. This will buy
you time. And ultimately, never
responding will be one respectable
way to go.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). There’s some-
thing in the way you communicate with your
loved ones that cannot be duplicated by any other
person. You’re special. Know this, and expect
your people to keep coming back for what only
you can deliver.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Progress doesn’t
always look like stepping forward. Some steps
backward are inevitable in the whole pattern of
a journey, and therefore they are to be considered
progress as well.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Chances are that
you’ll dig your heels in. You’re still getting used
to where you are. You’ll move when you’re good

and ready and send the signals that tell people to
proceed with caution.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You throw out
proposals and ideas, asking the others not to get
too attached, which of course makes them all
the more interested. You take the pressure off of
them and they respond by putting some on you.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). The affirma-
tions you give yourself will have special power.
Touch back on your intention. Rid yourself of
any cross-purposing activity or even thought.
Once you decide what to do, tell yourself that it’s
as good as done.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). The con-
trol freak in your life is just trying to do some
good in the best way that he or she knows how.
What? Is that control freak you today? Well, who
would blame you? The world hasn’t been entirely
supportive after all.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Less trying
and more doing — that’s the order of the day.
In fact, anyone who is “trying” will go on your
radar as being a potential problem for you down
the line, whereas those of pure intention make
things happen.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You will ben-
efit from solitude. It will, in fact, fill up your heart
and feed your soul. The only trouble is, it’s hard
to get. If you’re thinking about others, it doesn’t
count as having a moment to yourself.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). “No judging” is
usually your policy, so it’s interesting when you
get put in a position where judgment is your job
and the best way of helping those around you.
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DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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