
GARFIELD by Jim Davis

THE PHANTOM by Lee Falk

ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: I’m a widow and have been see-
ing someone for two years. He often stays at my
home. He treats me well, but we have different
tastes in furnishings. He brings me trinkets
and tacky accessories from his
home that I do not display. My
spare bedroom closet is filled
with these unwanted items.
He knows I can afford to buy
the things I like.

Recently he gave me two
gifts — both new — neither of
which I feel are appropriate for
me. I appreciate the thought,
but why would he continue
to do this? He can clearly see
they are not on display in my
home, which would indicate I
don’t like or want them.

This man is not a cheapskate. He takes me
for nice dinners, movies, brings flowers and
chocolates as well. I don’t want to hurt his
feelings.

Should I continue to accept the gifts and
pretend I’m thrilled? I don’t want to appear to
be ungrateful or spoiled, because he is kind
and generous. — Jane Doe in the South

Dear Jane: Before this man spends any
more money on gifts you put in a closet, have a
talk with him. Explain that while you appreci-
ate the thought behind the trinkets, you have
different tastes, and suggest that the next time
he wants to give you something that you pick
it out “together.” (It doesn’t take a crystal ball
to see a yard sale in your future.)

Dear Abby: My 85-year-old mother is in a
dysfunctional relationship with my 50-year-
old, alcoholic brother. He lives with her rent-
free and abuses her emotionally and verbally.
It has gotten physical at times, although she
says he has never hit her.

He was recently arrested for domestic vio-
lence against his girlfriend, who is a drug
addict. Mom has dialed 911 more than once,
but the last time she told the officers it was a
“mistake” because he’s on probation, and she
didn’t want him to go to jail.

I’m at a loss about what to do because if I
have social services look into it, I risk ruining
my relationship with my mom, and she’s not
in the best of health. Should my siblings and
I take a stand, step in and do something about
it? — Wants To Help Mom

Dear Wants To Help: By all means! A
report should be made to adult protective
services in your state because elder abuse
can involve emotional and financial exploita-
tion of a vulnerable adult, as well as physical
abuse.

Dear Abby: I am a Southern girl born
in Virginia, now living in Florida. I have an
accent. Why is it that people make fun of your
accent when you are from the South, but not
from up North? — Pondering in Florida

Dear Pondering: I’m not sure your
assumption is correct. I have heard people
imitate Boston and New York accents as well
as Southern accents. Years ago, an Australian
gentleman used his “American accent” on
me, and had me fooled for about 15 minutes. I
assume people do this because they think it’s
funny and not out of a desire to hurt anyone’s
feelings.

P.S. Isn’t imitation the sincerest form of
flattery?

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). “I’m going to
step in; I’m going to take care,” the second in
command will say. But you’re the first in com-
mand, and you’ll let everyone else know you’re
large, in charge and handling it all.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). How many
different ways can you express your love? This
will be the question, and you’ll
take a very specific (not a scat-
tershot) approach and express it
like no one else ever has.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
When you pass the torch and it’s
still burning, it’s the responsibil-
ity of the next person to keep it
burning still. You’ll be a torch
passer, so pick your person well.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
The uncanny incidents are just
too coincidental for your comfort: Is someone
trying to pull one over on you? If so, they picked
the wrong mark. Take a long, hard look.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You think it takes a
while to know a person? Well, not so much. One
look and 15 seconds can do 80 percent of the
job. The rest will get done in a few interesting
conversations tonight.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Every moment
is a chance to grow or an opportunity to retreat.
What do you think today’s challenge is about?
Which way would be more appropriate? How
should you fight the good fight?

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). The in-between
spots are the worst. So uncomfortable. You wish
you were here or there, but you’re neither and
you’re both. Well, at least you’re you, with that
pretty smile.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Taking liberties
could make you a star or an outcast, depending
on the situation. In the case of today, you’ll be
driven to a more outrageous choice that could
potentially help many while bringing you a
glow of fame.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). People
sound different when they are under stress or
in attraction-mode. Your attention to the subtle-
ties will tip you off as to what is going on with
someone close to you.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). If your day
had a mantra, it would be something along the
lines of, “Tell me what I don’t already know.”
And the good news is you’ll find it — the nugget
of information that lights up your brain.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). As far as the
people around you go, you may find that it’s
harder to organize them to your purposes than
you thought it would be. The fact is, no one will
know your rhythm until you start banging the
drum.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). The most
romantic people are the ones who feel their
emotions keenly. It’s seen as a weakness in
some places, a strength in others. So which
arena are you in?

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins

Widow’s companion generous to a fault
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