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Dear Abby: Please remind your readers
that it’s important to keep their dogs on a
leash for their pets’ protection as well as the
protection of those around them. In my com-
munity, leash laws are rarely
enforced, and it’s common to
see dogs running loose in city
parks.

The result is an increase
in dogfights and unwelcome
contact with people. Coyote
attacks are also common here
in the West, and small dogs
are often the victims.

If other dog owners kept
their dogs leashed, I wouldn’t
have to worry about them
bounding up to mine and the
ensuing dogfight that follows when my dogs
interpret that behavior as a threat.

Remember, just because you think your
dog is friendly, that doesn’t mean all the other
dogs are. If people would just keep their dogs
leashed, it would avert a myriad of problems
for the dogs and their owners. — Marge in
Phoenix

Dear Marge: I’m glad you wrote. Unless
dog owners are in an area where it is desig-
nated their animals can run loose — such as
an off-leash dog park — their pets should be
leashed for their own safety as well as that of
others.

Off-leash dog parks (and beaches) provide
a place for pets to exercise and socialize while
also encouraging compliance with leash and
“scoop” laws.

Pet owners must remember that coyotes are
intelligent and highly adaptable. While they
mostly do their hunting at night, they have
also been known to “grab a snack” during the
day if they happen to be hungry — to the dis-
may of owners of small pets. And when I say
“grab,” I’m being literal. It has happened in an
instant in front of the owner.

Dear Abby: I’m moving in a few weeks
and have asked my girlfriend of two years
to move in with me. She’s considering it, but
I suspect she’s unsure about it because I am
pretty messy at times — underwear tossed on
the floor, plates piling up in the kitchen every
other day, etc.

I know if I could get my act together she
would happily move in, which is something I
really want.

Can you please give me some tips on becom-
ing better at cleaning? I would hate for her to
move in and feel like my maid, or worse, not
move in at all. — Ready to Cohabit

Dear Ready: Your problem may be less that
you’re messy than that you’re a procrastinator.
These are some basics: Buy a large wicker bas-
ket and keep it in a corner of your bedroom or
closet. When the underwear and socks come
off, toss them into the basket instead of on the
floor. When you remove your pants and shirt,
instead of throwing them over a chair, hang
them up.

After you’re finished eating, either put your
plate, silverware, etc., into the dishwasher, or
hand-wash them immediately and put them
where they belong. Try it for a week, and
you’ll be amazed at how tidy your place will
be.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). To allow for
greater awareness, don’t require yourself to
always act on everything you learn. Sometimes
it’s enough to open up and sit with the informa-
tion awhile.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). The ones you
admire like you, too. This sense of belonging is a
good dynamic, a safe, comfortable
feeling and a well-earned moment
not to be taken for granted.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). A
theme is developing in your per-
sonal life. This is all headed in
a fortifying direction. There are
some ideas you find so beneficial
that you’ll come back to them
again and again.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
What you’re experiencing may be
a troubled situation where happiness seems elu-
sive, but it’s also just one place in one moment.
Keep moving. You’re passing through this.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). The true pleasures of
life will contribute to your health and well-being,
not strip away from it. Be skeptical of anything
that gives you a short-term rush. What’s good for
you will both take and last longer.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Usually, upon
meeting someone for the first time, you’re able
to form an impression in less than 10 seconds.
Today you’ll meet someone who requires and
deserves a much longer assessment.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). The oldest trick in
the book is also one of the most effective, other-
wise it wouldn’t have lasted this long. Fortune
follows old-school methods. Do it the way your
grandparents would have.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Don’t get too
ambitious for the favor of the group. This par-
ticular mix may seem prestigious today, but it’s a
social sheen that will wear off over time. Engage
with energy, but not too much.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). New
expenses turn your head and make you realize
that you must decide how far to take things.
How deep should you invest yourself and your
resources? Your mindfulness now will prevent
regret later.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Whether it’s
outside of you or self-generated, there is a larger
purpose being fulfilled. You feel that you’re an
instrument of a more powerful will than the
impulsive one that moves you through the typi-
cal day’s minutiae.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Most human
suffering is self-inflicted, and yet that doesn’t
make it any easier to stop. The small steps you
take to be more disciplined reinforce your sense
of power over yourself.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Enjoy your tem-
porary golden status, as you’re in a position to
bring good tidings while someone else delivers
the less joyful news, the unpopular idea or the
difficult work that no one is looking forward to.
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